








The Library 
- SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
AT CLAREMONT 


WEST FOOTHILL AT COLLEGE AVENUE 
CLAREMONT, CALIFORNIA 











SRO a ae 


_ a, A a » \ salle 





THE PSALMS 
THEIR SPIRITUAL TEACHING 


UNIFORM WITH THIS VOLUME. 


GENESIS (Three Volumes). 

By the REV. W. H. GRIFFITH THOMAS, D.D. 
EXODUS (Two. Volumes). 

By the REV. F. B. MEYER, B.A., D.D. 
RUTH. f 
By the late REV. SAMUEL COX, D.D. 
ESTHER. 

By the REV. J. ELDER CUMMING, D.D. 
THE PSALMS (Three Volumes). 

By the REV. J. ELDER CUMMING, D.D. 
MARK (Four Volumes). 

By the REV. J. D. JONES, M.A., D.D. 
LUKE. 

By the REV. J. M. E. ROSS, M.A. 

Volume I.—Luke I.-XI. 

ROMANS (Three Volumes). 

By the REV. W. H. GRIFFITH THOMAS, D.D. 
GALATIANS. 

By the REV. CANON R. B. GIRDLESTONE, M.A. 
EPHESIANS. 

By the REV. CHARLES BROWN, D.D. 
PHILIPPIANS, 

By the REV. F. B. MEYER, B.A., D.D. 
I. THESSALONIANS, 

By the VEN. ARCHDEACON 

A. R. BUCKLAND, M.A, 

II, THESSALONIANS, 

By the VEN. ARCHDEACON 

A. R. BUCKLAND, M.A. 

I, TIMOTHY, 

By the REV. T. A. GURNEY, M.A. 
II, TIMOTHY, 

By the late BISHOP or DURHAM. 
PHILEMON. 

By the REV, A. H. DRYSDALE, D.D, 
HEBREWS, 

By the BISHOP or DERRY anp RAPHOR, 
JAMES. 

By the REV. CHARLES BROWN, D.D. 
I. PETER, 

By the REV. J. M. E. ROSS, M.A. 
I. JOHN. 

By the REV. G. S. BARRETT, D.D. 


BS A DEVOTIONAL COMMENTARY 
i A 2 3 Edited by the Ven. A.R. BUCKLAND, M.A, 
¥ Archdeacon of Norfolk 


C4 <ogueies ; 


“" THE PSALMS 


THEIR SPIRITUAL TEACHING 





By 


Rev. J. ELDER CUMMING, D.D, 
Vt) 


Vol. I. Psalms I.—XLI. 
The Chief Davidic Psalms 


FOURTH IMPRESSION 


LONDON 
THE RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY 


4 BOUVERIE STREET and 65 ST PAUL’S CHURCHYARD 


Theology Library 


SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
ATCLAREMONT =~ 
Cal ifernia 


* He that would be wise, let him read the Proverbs: 
he that would be holy, let him read the Psalms.’ 
R, STEELE, 1674. 
‘The Book of Psalms is a little Bible.’—LuruEr (Preface to 
German Psalter). ; 


} 
: 
\ 


~ 


=k,” 


s 


CONTENTS 


PREFATORY NoTE ‘ : : . 
ta INTRODUCTORY— 
I. THE SPIRITUAL TEACHING OF THE PSALMS 
~~2 IL Tax ARRANGEMENT OF THE PSALMS 


BOOK I 


4 Ps. I.-XLI.—THE CureFr DAVIDIC PSALMs) 


PSALM 
3 LB 


R42 
+ Il. 
IV. 
v. 
VI. 
VIL. 
VIII. 
IX. 
x 
xi 
XII. 
XII. 
XIV. 
XV. 
XVI. 
XVIL 
XVII. 


Gop’s SERVANT : : 5 F 

THE ANOINTED KING ; . . 

A MorRniInG Hymn . 3 F 

AN EVENING Hymn . ; 5 fi 

A MoRNING MEDITATION 

A QUIET SUNSET AFTER A STORMY DAY. 

AN APPEAL TO GOD. 

NATURE, MAN AND CHRIST 

THE OPPRESSED 

THE OPPRESSOR 

TRUST 

REFUGE 

Hear, LorpD! . 

THE Foor’s HoPEe : 

THE WoRTHY WORSHIPPER 

‘My Lor’ 

AN APPEAL . ‘ : : 

Tur Story oF THE WILDERNESS ° 
Vv 


PAGE 
vii 


14 


SESRAPRSKRERSESESREA 


94 
100 
106 


Contents 


PSALM PAGE 
XIX. THE WORLDS AND THE WORD ae a 
XX. AN INTERCESSION - Pee Bal 
XXII. RoyaL Honours : ‘< oe 
XXII. THE Cross . A : vo AS 
XXIII. Tart Goop SHEPHERD . : ~- del 
XXIV. His Hoty Hix . F . . 137 
XXV. AN ALPHABETICAL SONG OF TRUST. 142 
XXVI. AN APPEAL A ‘ H Hemet & 
XXVII. SACRIFICES oF JOY ; F ~ 158 
XXVIII. Hetp, Lorp! : ; ¢ . 158 
XXIX. A PICTURE OF A STORM 5 Aeie (32) 
XXX. THANKSGIVING . : ; . 166 
XXXI. In TROUBLE r : : coco 
XXXII. FoRGIVENESS—FULL AND FREE s, 12 
XXXII. Joy In THE WoRD i : 2) 185 
XXXIV. A PERSONAL TESTIMONY ae . 189 
XXXV. THE OLD TESTAMENT PARACLETE . 196 
XXXVI. THE CONTRAST . 2 - 201 
XXXVIJ. Wait AND REST. 2 : ~ 207 
XXXVIII. FuLt Conression 5 » (218 
XXXIX. MEEKNESS IN PROSPECT OF DEATH. 216 
XL. HE ComgEs. ; ‘ . an) 2a 
XLI. THe Sick MAn’s Cry , ; 227 


PREFATORY NOTE 


My aim in the following work is to present a 
devotional commentary on the Book of Psalms, on 
evangelical and spiritual lines. 

Perhaps no part of Scripture has been so much 
read or more commented on than the Psalter. Every- 
one who writes upon it finds this out to his cost. 
Both in ancient and modern times this has been so. 
The work of earlier days is presented in the great 
book Poli Synopsis, which gives a vast gathering of 
the labours of the Fathers, including many later 
labourers in its pages, especially Calvin. I calculate 
that over a million words are in the 922 columns of 
the Synopsis devoted to the Book of Psalms! 
This voluminous labour has been even exceeded by 
the seven great volumes of Spurgeon, which extend 
to two and a third million of words. Then we have 
a very large collection of learned and able commen- 
tators: Delitzsch and Canon Cheyne (in their latest 
editions); Bishop Perowne and Professor Kirkpatrick 
(the two best, to my thinking); Dr Driver's late 
translation ; Bishop Horne of a former generation; Dr 
Kay; Canon Cook; Neale and Littledale; R. M. 
Benson (of the Cowley Fathers); Hengstenberg, 
Wellhausen ; Professor James Robertson (an admir- 
able book, but not a commentary); B. Weiss; Dr 
M‘Laren (a series of able lectures delivered from the 
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pulpit) ; while Ker and Prothero present a host of 
interesting anecdotes from Church history, into which 
verses of Psalms are interwoven. Many thousand 
pages have been printed, and alas! have to be con- 
sulted with care, by anyone who seeks to know the 
ground. 

Is there, then, an opening for another book on the 
Psalter? My reply is that among all the volumes 
mentioned there is not a devotional commentary on 
evangelical lines, save Spurgeon’s, whose enormous 
size shuts it out from the use of those who have not 
ample leisure at theircommand. We have devotional 
commentaries, admirably done in their way, but they 
are chiefly on High Church lines. I think there is a 
field open for a very useful book. I must leave my 
present volume, which I hope may be. followed 
shortly by a second and third, to justify itself. 

The introductory chapter, which is of necessity 
much condensed, more than one would have wished, 
is an attempt to deal with various outstanding ques- 
_ tions as to the Psalter which bear intimately on the 
spiritual use of that Book. Some readers may find 
it advisable to defer its study till they have read the 
subsequent chapters. 


Vili 


INTRODUCTORY 


I. THE SPIRITUAL TEACHING 
OF THE PSALMS 


Tue Book of Psalms is the central book of our Intro- 
English Bible. Not of the Old Testament, but of ductory. 
the whole, the Old and New Testament together. The Psalms 
The various editions of the Bible vary slightly as to of tne “""* 
this, but very slightly. The ‘Parallel Bible’ gives —- 
the last chapter of Job and the first of the Psalms as ei 

the centre. Bagster’s Bible, which I take as a very 

common edition, makes Ps. lxxxi. 9, 10, the central 

part: the ninth verse giving the negative, ‘there shall 

no strange god be in thee, neither shalt thou worship 

any strange god’; and the tenth verse, the positive, 

‘I am the Lord thy God, which brought thee up out 

of the land of Egypt: open thy mouth wide and I 

will fill it.’ Not merely in form does this division 

hold: there is a deeper truth. It teaches us silently 

the important place the Book of Psalms must 

ever hold, and how it binds together both Old and 

New. 

The word ‘Psalms’ is Greek, not Hebrew, and The word 
comes from the Septuagint, not the Hebrew Scrip- ‘Psalm.’ 
tures. And in departing from the old name of 
Tehillim, which means praises, it has altered the 
meaning to Musical Exercises, or perhaps, Songs set 
to Music. 
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The following propositions contain in a short and 
condensed form the substance of the views which will 
be illustrated and defended in the following pages :— 

I. First, that there has been no such collection of 
praises and prayers, in the Christian Church, as we 
have in the Book of Psalms. 

II. That in the depth and reality of true devotion 
therein expressed, nothing can be compared to the 
Book of Psalms: and that this holds good of the 
utterance of individual souls, in the sight of their 
own sin, and in their simple trust in the pardoning 
mercy and the renewing grace of God. 

III. That inasmuch as they were composed before 
the truth about Jesus Christ, and the fuller light of 
the New Testament, were revealed, the previous facts 
above stated are only the more wonderful. 

IV. That no doubt there are traces occasionally 
found in them of the dimmer light of Old Testament 
days; but these, instead of annulling the previous 
facts, only call attention the more forcibly to them. 

V. That these facts are quite unaffected by the 
questions as to the Dates and the human Authorship 
of Psalms—however these may be answered. 

VI. That a clear distinction may be traced, in most 
instances, between the Psalms meant for public ser- 
vices, and those intended for the private devotions of 
their authors and readers; and that even when this 
cannot be done, the fact that any of them could be 
held suitable for the services of a multitude in these 
days, is perhaps as astonishing as the depth of those 
meant for individual devotion. 

VIL To admit, as most Christians do, that the 
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Psalms are the best vehicle which even yet exists Intro- 
for the utterance of worship and devotion, implies ductory. 
wonderful truths, whose meaning is not easily grasped. 

VIII. The questions continually recurring, whether, 
and if so, in what respects, any of us have reached 
beyond the spiritual worship of the Psalmists, also 
lead to deeper and astonishing thoughts. 

IX. That even in regard to what are called the 
Imprecatory Psalms, there are cautions and explana- 
. tions which cannot be passed without considerable 
reflection. The Psalms usually so classed are the The 
vii., xxxv., Ixix., and cix.: four out of 150. The at aegnae 
characteristic note of these Psalms, or of the parts 
to which attention is called, is the Invocation of 
Curses from God on enemies and on their children. 
I am not concerned to deny that there is a marked 
difference in tone between such statements and the 
New Testament as a whole; nor that when the 
enemies in question were still alive, and the Psalmist 
writing, the level which his soul had reached in 
dealing with them was in this respect lower than 
that indicated in the New Testament. But things 
are quite altered now for us who read and use 
them. There is now no personal reference in any 
verse. The enemies are now wholly impersonal— 
they are names, figures, emblems of the wicked in 
general. The verses describing them simply express 
God’s judgments of the evil which His Word every- 
where denounces, and which are sure. Hence we 
dre merely affirming solemn truths when we utter 
them and not cursing’ men. 

We are indeed simply taking God’s side in the 
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controversy with sin and sinners. They have deserved 
their doom, whatever it is. And our Lord Himself 
has spoken perfectly plainly, as plainly as the Psalmist, 
with reference to this matter. 

Luther tells the story of a man who came to him 
in deep soul concern. On enquiry it was found that 
he had been driven by the denunciations in the 
Psalms to see the awful evil and danger of sin, 
whence he came seeking for pardon and safety in 
Christ. We go no further: but we could not spare 
from Scripture such glimpses of the sinner’s doom. 
It is as if we stood at the judgment-seat of Christ, 
ourselves forgiven ; and had to answer in conscience 
whether the sentences pronounced there on sinners 
were such as perfect Purity regarded as necessary. 
It is not impossible that tae heart-searching on such 
a position may reveal more than we could have 
supposed still to lie within ourselves. 

X. There are divisions of the Psalms which may 
be glanced at here. The whole Book has been 
subdivided into five, and the division marks are 
retained in the text. There are Doxologies to be 
found at the close of Ps. xli. xxii, Ixxxix., evi., 
and cl. The first Book (of 41 Psalms) consists of 
prayers or praises addressed to ‘Jehovah,’ the 


‘Covenant God of Israel, and (with the exception of 


i. and ii.) are all ascribed to David as their author. 

The second Book is Hezekiah’s collection, and is 

addressed generally to ‘Elohim.’ The third Book 

(Ixxiii.-lxxxix.) is called Josiah’s collection, in which 

one of David’s Psalms is included. The fourth Book 

consists of Psalms to the end of the Captivity. 
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The last Book (the Hallelujah Psalms, cvii-cl.) is Intro- 
supposed to have been written after the Return ductory. 
from Babylon. In this book, however, 15 Psalms 

are ascribed to David. 

XI. Other divisions of the Psalms are less known, Subject 
and are not marked by being placed together in the Divisions. 
Book. What are called the Messtanic Psalms, 
have three classes: the ‘Royal Psalms,’ seven in 
number (ii., xviii, xx., xlv., lxi., lxxii., cx.); the 
‘Passion Psalms,’ six in number (xxii., lxix., cix., 
xxxv., xli., lv.) ; the ‘ Prophetical Psalms,’ eleven in 
number (ii., xvi., xxii, xl, xlv., Ixviii., lxix., lxxii., 
xevii., cx., cxviii.). It will be seen that several 
Psalms appear in more than one of these divisions. 

XII. There are also ‘ Alphabetical Psalms,’ nine Alphabetical 

in number (ix.-x., cxi., cxii., cxix., exlv., and xxyv., Psalms. 
XXXiv., Xxxvii.). Rothe are called Historical Paakos! 
five ia number (Ixxviii., cv., cVi., CXXXV., CXXXVi.). 
There are four Psalms whose origin is stated in the 
Historical Books: the Psalm xviii. in 2 Sam. xxii. ; 
the xcv., cv., cvi. in 2 Chron. xvi. 7-36. Two are 
ascribed to Solomon (Ixxii. and cxxvii.); one to 
Moses (xc.). In the Septuagint, the cxxxvii. is 
ascribed to Jeremiah; the exxxviii., cxlvi., cxlvii., 
and cxlviii. to the prophets Haggai and Zechariah. 
In the New Testament there are 79 quotations 
from the Book of Psalms (1). 

(1) Various statements are given as to the number of quotations. 
Professor James Robertson gives on Van Dyke’s authority 116 ; 

Canon Barry says two-fifths of all the quotations from the old 

Testament; Dr Turpy, late of N. Berwick, gives the quotations 

from Old Testament as 225, of which he assigns 59 to the Psalter. 
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XIII. Some interest has been excited of late by a 
discovery regarding the ‘titles’ given to individual 
Psalms, which has cast light on much that was 
obscure. The discovery does not, directly, at least, 
affect the question of authorship, but bears on the 
use made of the Psalms in public worship, and the 
musical instruments which accompanied them. It 
consists chiefly in finding that the titles bearing 
authors’ names are generally placed before the 
Psalms to which they refer, and those touching 
musical arrangements after them. The difficulties 
which have been removed by the discovery, and the 
light which has occasionally been cast by it on the 
meaning and historical place of some Psalms, seem 
to give evidence that it is well founded. It was first 
discovered by the arrangement in the Psalm or Song 
of Hab. iii. In the meantime this discovery has a 
very disconcerting effect on those commentators who 
have sought to interpret the Psalms in the light 
of their titles. For instance, the Muth-Labben, which 
Mr Thirtle assigns to Ps. viii. (which it follows), 
has hitherto been regarded as belonging to Ps. 
ix.; and some writers have striven hard to find 
something in the latter Psalm to justify or 
explain this title. But the trouble goes further 
than such individual difficulties. One part of 
the very ingenious and able, though mystical and 
Ihave a list before me in Bagster’s Bible of all the quotations 
from the Old Testament in the New, which has borne various 
tests to which I submitted it. It gives 288 direct quotations 
from Old Testament Books, and 544 ‘ Allusions.’ Of these 79 
quotations and 57 ‘ Allusions’ are from the Psalms—136 in all; 


one-fowrth of the whole. 
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High-Church War-Songs of the Prince of Peace (1), is Intro- 
an ‘Analytical Conspectus of the Psalter,’ where ductory. 
the Psalms are arranged in groups, according to their 
meaning: and in these the author has taken ‘the 
Headings as a guide in marking out the sections of 

the Psalter,’ and this has been done to ‘save us 

from the danger of arbitrary criticism, to which any 
exercise of the mere wsthetic judgment is exposed ” 

(vol. i. p. 39). But when the Headings are, through 

Mr Thirtle’s discovery, changed in almost every case, 

from the Psalms so interpreted, to those preceding 
them in the Psalter, it may readily be supposed what 
becomes of the carefully planned ‘Conspectus.’ 

XIV. A few words may be permitted as to the The Psalms 
use of the Psalms, successively, in the Jewish and in ie ot 
the Christian Church. Church, 

There cannot be, I think, any doubt that many, 
even very many, of the Psalms were intensely 
indwidual, almost secret closet utterances, meant at 
first only for the ear of God. But these, becoming 
known, possibly on the death of the writer, were 
found to have a wonderful truth for others also. 

Then it must be borne in mind that in Jewish days 
there was no printing-press, and no doubt very few 
copies indeed of these precious documents. Hence 
they could not have been known to the great bulk of 
the people, save those which were used in Temple 
service. ‘To this many of the Psalms were not suited, 
and these must have been known to comparatively few. 
The Temple Psalms, again, were many. Some of 


(1) By R. M. Benson, sometime Superior of the Cowley Fathers, 
London: John Murray, 1901, 


7 


Intro- 
ductory. 


The Psalms 
in the 
Christian 
Church. 


Introductory 


them were used on certain days of the week. For 
instance, we have this list, beginning with Sunday, 
and ending on the Sabbath: Ps. xxiv., xlviii., 
Ixxxii, xciv., Ixxxi., xciii, and xcii. Then some 
were specially and regularly used for the great 
Festivals of the Law—Ps. cxiii.-cxviii., for instance, 
the group known as the Great Hallel. The Psalms 
of Ascents, or Degrees, as called in A.V., were used 
for those feasts to which those who sang or 
repeated them went up to Jerusalem. Taken as 
a whole, this was how the Psalms came to be 
known and employed by the people: they were 
familiar to them as used in Service, and could in 
many cases be repeated from memory. But it is not 
easy to see how the ‘individual’ Psalms, which were 
not so used, could have been known, save to the few 
who had access to copies, and those friends to whom 
these had repeated or described them. 

In the Christian Church from the beginning, the 
Psalms were much prized and much read. We hear 
of many of the Christian heroes or saints who copied 
them with their own hands, as Columba did more 
than once. Others committed them to memory, it 
being for long the custom of some early Bishops 
to refuse to admit to Orders any young man till he 
could say the whole Psalter by heart! In early 
times the Psalter was divided into seven parts, and 
was repeated in full every week; the Ps. cxix. being 
repeated every day, and the average of Psalms said 
daily being oyer 20. At the present time and since 
the Reformation, the English Prayer-Book divides 
the Psalter into 30 portions (an average of five 
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daily, allowing for the use of the 30th day Psalms Intro- 
on the 31st), so that the whole is said in public ductory. 
every month. But in addition a large number, both 

of clergy and of private persons, carry the Psalter 

with them and repeat daily the portion for the day. 

This is done in the Prayer-Book Version, which, 
though not so accurate in its rendering of the 
meaning of the original, is yet clear and beautiful 

in its English. The result of these uses in public 

and in private has been to make the Book of Psalms 
perhaps better known and more part of the life of 

many Christians than almost any portion of Scripture ; 

to deepen our debt of gratitude to the early Jewish 
Saints who composed them; and to make more 
wonderful the fact that it is to Jewish pens and 
Jewish hearts that we Christians of New Testament 
teaching and truth are indebted for our deepest and 
holiest devotions. 

XV. Though it is not so grateful a part of our Use and 
task, it is well to note not merely the use, but also ne i sa 
the abuse of the Book of Psalms. Of this I confine 
myself to but one instance, though it is a very 
glaring one. There is still extant, and I presume 
still in use somewhere, what is entitled The Psalter 
of the Virgin Mary, compiled by the devout Doctor, 

St Bonaventura. There is some doubt whether the 
authorship of this Psalter was due to Cardinal 
Bonaventura, and some portions of his works seem 
to bear out that doubt. But the well-known writer 
Martin Chemnitz, says that he has seen three 
editions printed, one at Venice, one at Paris, and 
one at Leipsic, with this name attached. The Book 
B 9 
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contains (in Latin) the 150 Psalms, modified and 
shortened, and in each case addressed to the Virgin 
Mary, transferring to her, for the most part, the wor- 
ship offered in the Biblical Psalm to God. Here are 
four cases, meant merely as specimens, to give an idea 
of what this work is. I give literal translation :— 

Psalm i. ‘Happy is the man who loves thy 
Name, O Virgin Mary, thy grace will comfort his 
soul.—Ave, Maria !’ 

Psalm ix. ‘I will confess to thee, O lady, with 
my whole heart, and will tell to the people thy praise 
and thy glory.’ 

Psalm xviii. (xvii. in the Vulgate). ‘I will love 
thee, O Lady of Heaven and Earth, I will glorify 
thy name among the nations.’ 

Psalm xix. (xviii. in Vulgate). “The Heavens declare 
thy glory, O Virgin Mary! And the fragrance of 
thine ointments is spread abroad in all nations.’ 

XVI. I have long felt that the strange adoption 
of the Jewish avoidance of the Revealed Name of 
JEHOVAH, ‘and its shortened form, Jan, has been a 
real injury to English readers. Especially is this so 
in our R.V., where a special opportunity came of 
bringing it to an end, which the American brethren 
strongly urged. No doubt the reason for adhering 
to the former custom was to avoid the great change 
in familiar passages of Scripture which would have 
followed, and the Editors had received a lesson to 
that effect from the reception of the N.T. Revision, 
which preceded by many months the issue of the O.T. 
portion. It is also true that the doubt as to the proper 
pronunciation of the Sacred Name, and even its own 
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vowels, whether it should be Jenovan, or Yenovan, Intro- 
or YAHVEH, had its influence on the decision come ductory. 
to. But making all allowances, what the Revisers 

did their best to perpetuate, was the virtual 
suppression of the Name which was given by 
Inspiration, and the use of which in the O.T. was 
inspired. The extent to which the Jewish avoidance 

of the Name has gone is much greater than is usually 
known, or at least than is borne in mind. The Name 
JEHOVAH is given in our A.V. only four times, and 

four times in composition; the Name JAH occurs 

only once. To these, our R.V. adds eight: making 

for both Names only 16 occurrences in R.V. 
Whereas in Hebrew, the Name Janu (or Yau) occurs 

43 times (of which 38 are in the Psalms); and the 
Name JEHOVAH (or YAHVEH, if it be preferred), so 

far as I can ascertain, must occur nearly 6000 times, 

of which about 450 are in the Book of Psalms (1). 


(1) Mr Newberry, in his excellent edition of The Englishman’s 
Hebrew Bible, gives the number as ‘‘about 7000.” He adds that 
Elohim and Ei, in various forms, occur 2833 times; and Adonai, 
etc., 290 times. The Names of God taken altogether, according to 
him, are found 10,900 times in O.T. 

It may be well to mention here that the American section of the 
Revisers have at last (1901) published a R.V. of their own, 
carrying into effect the changes which they sought to have 
included in our R.V. and a good many more. It seems to me to 
be, on the whole, a marked improvement on our own. I wish 
they had carried their changes a little further, one of which might 
have included the numbers in the O.T. (such as Ezra ii, 64, 
‘Forty and two thousand, three hundred, and three score’— 
why not 42,360? Also for cubits—why not the equivalent, 
practically 18 inches (4 yard), so that, eg. Ezek. xl 47, ‘100 
cubits,’ should read ‘50 yards’? What a help to working men 
and many others in reading their Bible! 
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There are three occasions on which the reduplicated 
Names JEHOVAH - JEHOVAH, JAH - JAH, occur. | 
Surely the English reader may well complain that he 
is practically left in ignorance of this great revealed 
Name, because the Jews judged it to be too sacred— 
not to be written—but to be pronounced! Our 
translators and Revisers have indeed gone a step 
further than the Jews, for they have not printed it, 
but adopted a different name instead. They no 
doubt print the Name Lorp in capitals, when it 
translates JEHOVAH, and in ordinary letters when it 
means ADoNAI; but that is not known to all. And 
even the word HALLELUIAH, so frequently found in 
the later Psalms, has concealed the fact that it 
contains the Sacred Name. It ought at least to be 
printed HALLELU-JAH, so as to show the meaning. 
I have nearly always used the Name Jehovah, and 
the name Jah, in the following pages, when referring 
to the verses in which they occur. 

It is, however, only fair to add to the above 
statement that the N.T. deals in a very unexpected 
way with the Name of God revealed in the O.T. 
Whatever the conclusion to be drawn from it, or 
the explanation given, the Name JEHOVAH does not 
once occur in the Greek (or English). In the N.T. 
the Name given to the Deity, whether applied 
to the Father or to the Godhead, is Theos (with the 
cognates, To Ocioy and Oedrys. And there is no 
parallel distinction between different Names, as in 
O.T. It would seem as if we were led to think 
of Jesus Christ as the Revealed Name of our 
God; while the words Father and Holy Spirit 
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are names indicating their relation to Him, as Intro- 
Two of the Three Persons in the Ineffable Unity of ductory. 
Godhead (1). 

XVII. In a closing word let me again remind the The Aim of 
reader of what he may expect in the following pages. ee 
There will be an honest attempt to reach the meaning 
of verse by verse, aided by the later as well as by 
the older writers on the Book; but this is not done 
by long verbal argument, nor is the labour apparent 
on the surface. I do not aim at a theological 
arrangement and definition of the contents of the 
various Psalms, nor a Discussion, critical or otherwise, 
of their teachings. It is an attempt to enter into the 

spirit of the various Psalmists in their addresses to 
God; to join in their Hymns of praise ; to take part, 
if it may be, in their Prayers. Many Christians seek 
directions how to Pray: how, more deeply, more 
humbly, more comprehensively, more believingly to 
live the Life of Prayer: can we find this anywhere 
more simply given, under the Guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, than by praying with these Psalmists, whose 
words have been enshrined for us in the centre of 
God’s Blessed Book ? 
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II. THE ARRANGEMENT OF 
THE PSALMS 


Two attempts have been recently made to discover 
the meaning of the arrangement of the Psalms as 
they stand in the Psalter. The one, by Mr R. M. 
Benson, in his War Songs of the Prince of Peace 
(1901); the other by Mr C. E. Stuart in The Book 
of Praises (1902). The latter of these has only 
recently come to my knowledge, and I have not 
been able to give it much study. But I had myself, 
on different lines, attempted the same task some 
years ago (1884); and I shall shortly state the 
conclusions to which I have now come. 

I. Mr Benson deals with the Psalter as one Book, 
almost implying that the order of the Psalms as they 
stand is inspired, as truly as the contents of each. 
He treats them thus: Book I. (i.-xli.) he makes to refer 
to ‘The Incarnate Redeemer’; Book II. (xlii.-lxxii.) 
to the Divine Head of the Church; Book III. 
(lxxiii.-Ixxxix.) to the Divine Sonship of the Heavenly 
Kingdom; Book IV. (xc.-evi.) to the Divine Glory 
of the Heavenly Kingdom; and Book V. (cvii.-cl.) 
to the Songs of the Redeemed. 

Each of these Books he divides and sub-divides 
minutely, dealing with each Psalm separately. He 
founds these divisional subjects professedly (as I have 
shown in an earlier part of this Introduction), though 
perhaps not entirely, on the Titles of the Psalms as 
they stand in our Bibles drawn from the Septuagint. 
He regards all the Psalms as Messianic (vol. i. p. 34). 
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‘The more the Psalms are studied the more will it Intro- 


be felt that all of them are really Messianic. . 
They are not utterances of human devotion which 
our Lord condescended to use along with us that we 
might hear. They are the utterance of His inmost 
being in struggle with Satan. . . . Though they had 
their occasion in certain events of David’s life, or 
Jewish History, they require the dimensions of the 
Divine Mystery to justify the words.’ 

To give an instance of this Division, I take 
parts of Book II.—‘Christ the Divine Head of 
the Church: Thirty-one psalms of the Consub- 
stantial Sonship.’ His Trilogy of the Sin Bearer 
is as follows :— 


The 


. . ductory. 


God appearing in the re: ki: 


likeness of sinful flesh and 
for sin. 

The overthrow of Anti- 
christ. 


The Incarnation testing 


cleansing 
virtue of the Incarnation. 


Ps. lii. Defiance of the 
world through confidence 
in Christ. 

Ps. liii. The folly of the 


the nations of the world. wicked who set God aside. 


Mr Benson also lays stress on a view stated by 


the late Dr Mahan (N.Y.), vol. i. p. 329, that the _aegigma 
numerical value of each Psalm in its present position Theory. 


in the Psalter indicates and even embodies the mean- 
ing of the Psalm. Thus— 
Ps. iii. = Ab, the Father. 
Ps. vi. = Linen, and is for the Day of Atonement. 
Ps. vii. =A Fish, alluding to Jonah’s fate. 
Ps. xiv. = David, the Beloved. \ 
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Ps, xv. =Jah. 

It is not needful for our purpose ‘to go more 
minutely into these views; but I may be allowed 
to say a word or two on the view that all the Psalms 
are Messianic, which is, or which used to be, held by 
many. 

1. Those who maintain this opinion, of course 
mean that the confessions of sin, so abundantly 
found in the Psalter, are made by the Lord, ‘sub- 
stitutionally’; that He confessed in this way the 
sins which were imputed to Him and borne by 
Him for His people. But while we strongly and 
thankfully hold the Doctrine of such Imputation 
and Substitution, we find the Scripture is most 
careful to make it clear that ‘He did no sin, neither 
was guile found in His mouth’ (1 Pet. ii. 22). There 
is no record in the New Testament of His ever having 
used language about Himself in the least like the 
expressions so frequently found in the Psalms, of 
confessions of sin, which have been made by the 
writers. 

2. On the contrary, the Lord gave continual 
testimony to His own sinlessness, and received such 
testimony from the Father. ‘My Beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased’ (Matt. iii. 17). ‘The 
prince of this world cometh and kath nothing in 
Me’ (John xiv. 30). ‘Which of you convinceth Me 
of sin?’ (John viii. 46). ‘Holy, harmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners’ (Heb. viii. 26). ‘In all 
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin’ 
(Heb. iv. 15). How are we to reconcile such 
language with the possible utterance, by the Lord, 
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of the personal statements of the Psalmists, con- Intro- 
fessing sin as done by them? ductory. 

3. Again the Psalmists sometimes vehemently deny 
that they are guilty of the sins which have been 
charged against them; and sometimes they declare 
that if they have done such things, they invoke the 
punishment and curse of God. Of some sins, there- 
fore, they confess themselves guilty ; some they deny 
and repudiate. But how do such facts tally with 
the view that the Psalms are all Messianic? Did 
not the Lord bear the sins of all His people? Were 
they not all ‘laid upon Him’? How could He, as 
the Substitute for Sinners, deny that He was guilty 
of some, but confess others? Nay, occasionally in the 
Psalms the writer acknowledges that up to a certain 
time he was without the sin charged, but that he 
afterwards fell: ‘ Before I was afflicted, I went astray : 
but now have I kept Thy law’ (Ps. exix. 67). How 
can we apply such a verse to the Lord, either person- 
ally, or as a substitute? Evidently the theory breaks 
down: the Psalms cannot be all Messianic. 

4, Think again of the Lord praying and asking 
for the destruction of simners. It is admitted by 
all, that in a few cases the language of the Psalms 
is not like that set forth in the New Testament as 
the duty of believers to use towards or concerning 
their enemies. But to suppose that it could be used 
by the Lord Himself! Contrast it with the prayer 
on the Cross—‘ Father, forgive them’! 

5. Especially when we remember that the Lord 
Himself is to be the Judge of the Quick and the 
Dead, how can we suppose Him to pray to the 
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Father that the sinners who are to be judged by 
the Son Himself should be condemned and punished 
by the Father? Surely if we wish to convey to 
thinking men the impression that our theology is 
unreal, we could take no better method of doing 
so than to maintain the visionary views referred 
to, for which there is no authority in Scripture. 

II. I pass now to state the view held by Mr C. 
E. Stuart in his book on the Psalms, as to the 
meaning of the order in which they stand in the 
Psalter. 

He gives us shortly the meaning of the Five 
Books of Psalms as he conceives it to be. 

Book I. The walk of the Saint and his conflict in 

the world with sinners ; 

Book II. The Godly One driven out of the city of 

God and thereafter brought in again ; 

Book III. Apostates increase, and the Temple 

brought low. God the only Refuge ; 

Book IV. Prayer for God’s Interposition; and 

Answers to it. 

Book V. God’s ways: Praise to Him, ending in 

the great Hallel. 

There are two great principles maintained by Mr 
Stuart, which are at the root of his exposition. The 
one is that the Book of Psalms is really a prophetic 
Book from beginning to end ; and that all the events 
and experiences set forth in it refer to the Time of 
the Millennium. And the other is, that the experience 
so prophetically set forth is in the first place that of 
the Jewish Nation, and God’s dealing with them in 
‘the time of the end.’ ‘The Book of Psalms’ (he 
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says) ‘is really prophetic—a statement which, if it Intro- 
startles some, will be found on reflection impossible ductory. 


to gainsay. Prophetic of the Lord it certainly was 
when compiled ; prophetic of Him it still remains, as 
it predicts His future in connection with the earth’ 
(Preface, p. 7). ‘Prophetic it also is, as regards 
the godly remnant of Israel as well as the bringing 
in of Millennial peace, not by preaching of the Word, 
but by the sword out of Christ’s mouth, and by the 
avenging hand of God’s earthly people, Ps. exlix. 
6-9 (p. 7). 


He believes that the Five Books in the Psalter The Order 


‘are arranged in an_ historical sequence, the °® 
character of the different Books marking a progress 
in a history which the Spirit of God has by 
prophecies foretold’ (p. 16). Book I. describes a 
‘Conflict which began at the Cross’ (p. 17); the 
Ps. xxiii. represents ‘Millennial blessedness of 
earth’ (p. 35); and the Ps. xxiv. ‘the opening a 
door for the introduction of Gentiles into Millennial 
Blessing’ (p. 36). 

Book II. is a series of Millennial Psalms: The 
Coming King (p. 54); the ‘personal glory of the 
King’ (p. 55); the ‘Reign of Peace’ (p. 56); ‘All 
peoples are called upon to welcome Him’ (p. 57). 

Book III. shows us the Great Tribulation before 
the Coming of the Lord ; Ps. Ixxiv., the Destruction 
of the Temple; Ps. Ixxvi., the Final Blessing of the 
Saints. 

- Book IV. is all praise-Psalms, saving two (Ps. xe. 
and cii.), which are prayers. Ps. xc. represents the 
Conflict which goes on in Israel then; and Ps. xci. 
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the Deliverance from it. Ps. xciii.-c. represent the 
Kingdom of Messiah in power on the earth. 

Book V. is the celebration of the Victory of 
Redeemed Israel; the destruction of the Wicked; 
the Enthroning of Christ; the great Hallel (Ps. 
cxi.-cxiii.); Ps. exx.-cxxxiv. are the steps toward 
Deliverance ; and then there is a series of praises 
uttered from Zion to the ends of the earth. 

I have given this somewhat minute account of the 
exposition of Mr Stuart, because it illustrates the 
views held not only by him, but by the section of 
believers whom he represents, who, whatever be 
their faults, have always been deep and careful 
students of the Word. May I not fairly say that this 
view of the Psalter holds it to be a description 
of what the Millennium is to be—a very imperfect 
state, much of it only nominally Christian — a 
view to some extent propounded and maintained 
by Mr George Trench in his book on Millennial 
Days? 

In doing so, I must, enter a protest against 
anything that would imply the want of historical 
truth in the Psalms. That a prophetical element 
appears in them, occasionally at least, is un- 
doubted. The New Testament insists on so much. 
But, that there was also, at the time of writing the 
Psalms, a reality then present, in sin, conflict, trust, 
and victory, must be admitted. It is impossible to 
believe that nothing of it was then true, and that 
the delay of thousands of years must take place 
before the fulfilment, and before the truth, of 
any part of that spiritual experience. No more 
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dangerous trifling with the substance of the Psalms Intro- 
could well be conceived. ductory. 

Il]. I turn then from these attempts to find a Another 
meaning and purpose in the arrangement of the bali the 
Psalter as it stands, to see whether we can find any 
such purpose in it for ourselves. 

We have already found that our Psalter consists 
of Five Books, distinguished by the insertion of a 
formal Doxology at the end of each: ‘Blessed be 
Jehovah, God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous 
things, and blessed be His glorious name for ever ; 
and let the whole earth be filled with His glory. 

Amen and Amen’ (Amer. R.V.). That is the 
most elaborate form in which the Doxology appears. 

The others are shorter, and contain nothing which is 

not here. And it is to be noted that the name 
Jehovah is that which is employed in all to pronounce 
blessing on the reader. The whole Psalter consists The _ 
of 150 Psalms—with one added in the Septuagint asin - 
Version—a short, almost boyish version of the twenty- 

third psalm, with one striking thought in it, as to 
God’s knowledge of our present need and desire. 

On what principle, then, has it been divided into five 
books? And what relation do these bear to each 
other ? 

1. Negatively, they are not arranged haphazard. Not | 
The central book of the Bible has not been left to Fortuitous. 
the casual or careless judgment of men. ‘The spirit 
of God must have some meaning in permitting, or 
causing, it to be done as we find it. And with the 
exception of very slight differences, such as the 
joining in the Septuagint of two Psalms (ix. and x.), 

21 


Introductory 


Intro- and also of other two (cxiv. and cxv.), while other two 

ductory. simple Psalms are divided into two which balance the 
change (cxvi. and cxlvii.); the Psalms stand in Hebrew 
and Greek as with us. The order and arrangement 
have obviously been done with care and of purpose. 

Not accord- 2. The arrangement of the Books has not been 

Pais made on the principle of Authorship. For though 
the first two Books are chiefly attributed to David, 
yet one-third of the second Book is not, while one 
Psalm in the third Book, and one-third of the Books 
IV. and V. are attributed to him. 

Not Chrono- 3. The principle of Chronology has not determined 

ie the arrangement of the Psalter; for after the intro- 
ductory Psalms, Book I. begins with the story of 
Absalom’s rebellion and his father’s flight from 
Jerusalem. 

Not by 4. The grouping of events together has not deter- 

Seip igs of mined the arrangement: for in some of the Books, 
Psalms upon David’s life and on the exile in Babylon 
stand side by side ; and some of the earlier events of 
David’s life seem to appear in the later Books. 

Not by Use 5. Nor, again, has the arrangement been deter- 

ene of mined by the use of separate distinguishing names of 
God. In three of the Books (I., IV., V.) the name 
of Jehovah is constantly, though not exclusively, 
employed ; while in II. and III., Elohim is the most 
frequent name. But there is no absolute uniformity 
in any of the Books as to the use of these or other 
names of The Supreme. 

It must be in other directions that we must look 
Pate aes to solve our problem. Positively, then, a very cursory 
Book. glance at the Psalter is sufficient to show that the last 
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of the five Books is different in tone and character Intro- 
from the other four. The elation, the joy, the ductory. 
ecstasy, which characterise it as a whole, have al- 
most no parallels in the others. One or two Psalms, 
and one or two portions here and there have cncighit 
something of its spirit; but the first three Books as 
a whole have none of it; there is more in the fourth ; 
but it is in full power only in Book V. 

Holding fast, therefore, by this unexpected fact 
(as it has been to most readers and writers also), we 
ask what it means. The answer is, a different 
spiritual state! And we go on to put the question, 
Can we find anything like a distinctive spiritual state 
or attitude in each, or any, of the other Books? My 
own reply is, Yes : we can discern Fiwe Characteristic, Five Books, 
and for the most part Progresswwe, Features of the ee es ae 
Devout Infe. the Devout 

Before we proceed to detail, we have to meet an Uife- 
obvious objection, which, when considered, proves to 
be no objection, but a support. There are three 
Psalms which are duplicated and appear in more 
than one Book. Must that not break down the 
assertion that the Books describe the different 
features of the Holy Life? The answer is that 
though the three Psalms are repeated, they are 
slightly changed in the repetition, and the changes 
are all to modify the tone and spirit of the 
Psalms in accordance with that Book in which it 
finds its new place. The three Psalms in question 
are the xiv., xl, and lx. The xiv. is repeated 
in the liii.; the xl. in the Ixx.; and the lx. in 
the cviiii Now observe, in the ‘liii, God is 
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represented as having won the victory (ver. 5), 
which does not appear in the xiv. In the xl. 
there is great spiritual declension; but in the Ixx. 
there is the cry to God without the declension. 
While in the Ix. there is utter defeat; in 
the cviii., through the changes made, there is 
nothing but praise. The exceptions, therefore, 
prove the rule. The changes show the reason of 
the change of place, and what lies behind the 
arrangement of the Psalter. 

Each of the five Books of Psalms, then, has a 
distinctwe spiritual feature: and the five together, 
in ther order, set forth progressive advance in 
spiritual life. 1 put down the characteristic 
features of each Book, though with the confession 
that there may be a more accurate statement of 
some of them than I have succeeded in indicating. 

Book I. shows us Alternate Spiritual Defeat and 

Recovery, under Distress, Opposition, and 
Disease. 

Book II. shows an Experience of the Godly which 

is still disturbed, often falling into sin. 

Book III. shows us Failure, but the promise is 

kept in sight. 

Book IV. ions the clouds parted, light ee 

clear, and confidence. 
Book V. shows the Rest, the Presence, and be 
Joy of God, within His People. 

In Book I. there are 20 Psalms of Defeat, and 
18 of Recovery (out of 41). 

Book II. has 15 of Failure, and 16 of Praise (out 
of 31). 
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Book III. has 8 of Failure, and 9 of Hope (out of Intro- 
17). ductory. 

Book IV. has 2 of Defeat, and 15 of Expectation 
(out of 17). 

Book V. has 5 in Shadow, and 39 in Joy and 
Praise (out of 44). 

Of the difference between Books IV. and 1 
compared with their three predecessors, there is no 
question: what needs further light is the differences 
that exist between the first three. 

In addition to the division into Books, it must be Groups of 
noted that each Book contains in it a number of PS2!™* 
groups of Psalms, sufficiently distinct to be recog- 
nised, and full of interest to the student. 

In Book I. I can distinguish four groups :— Groups in 

(1) Ps. iii.-xxiv., whose subjects are Distress and Book I. 
Danger ; with gleams of light, through great 
Darkness, up to setting the Ark on Zion. 

(2) Ps. xxv.-xxxi.— Opposition presses on the 
Psalmist; but over against it, he finds some 
Refuge in God. 

(3) Ps. xxxii.-xxxvii.—Sinfulness and Fear lay 
hold on him ; but God delivers him from them. 

(4) Ps. xxxviii.-xli—He is under Disease; false 
friends beset him; but God establishes his 
way. 

Some of the above Psalms are most peaceful ; e.g. 

the xxiii. : but it immediately follows the agony and 
darkness of the xxii. 

Some of them alternate between Despair and Joy, 
e.g. the xxviii. Their subjects seem gathered from all 
parts of the life of David, up to the Death of Absalom. 
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They do not seem arranged to show the growth of 


David’s own character; but a stage of Holy Life, 


which may be called Defeat and Recovery. 

Book II. has as its characteristic feature—A dis- 
turbed experience of the godly man, falling under 
the power of sin. 

It is not easy to make a clear distinction between 
it and Book I. But the Distress is greater in the 
Sorrow for Sin: see Ps. xlii., li., lv., lxix. On the 
other hand, the Aspirations are deeper: see Ps. xlii. 
The Book has three recognisable groups:— — 

(1) Ps. xlii-L are the Story of Flight, caused by 
Sin, but ended in Victory, God coming in 
triumph. 

(2) Ps. li.-lxv. (of which fifteen are David’s) show 
Sin in God’s people; they end in David's 
return to Zion and in a Harvest Festival. 

(3) Ps. lxvi.-lxxii—Bringing the Nation through 
Fire and Water ; letting them fall ; but ending 
in the reign of Messiah. 

‘ Book III. has as its characteristic feature occa- 
sional Failure, with the Promise in Sight. It has 
two groups :— 

(1) Ps. lxxiii.-lxxxiii—The Asaph Psalms: six 
of which are in failure and distress. But it 
is chiefly Distress of the Nation, where the 
Psalmist suffers as one of many. ‘They 
begin with trouble and doubt at the pros- 
perity of the wicked; but end (Ixxxiii.) with 
the truth, that the Psalmist’s enemies are 
God’s enemies. 

(2) Ps. Ixxxiv.-lxxxix.—These are more hopeful 
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Psalms: more confident, save the bitter Ps. Intro- 
Ixxxviii. (Heman’s), which complains of the ductory. 
hiding of God’s face. The group and the 

Book end (Ixxxix.) with pleading God’s 
Covenant. 

In Book IV. we enter on a brighter season. Its Groups in 
characteristic feature is The Clouds parted, and the 800% IV. 
Light breaking clear. Of its seventeen Psalms only 
two are in distress. It has three groups :— 

(1) Ps. xe.-xcii. paint for us Man’s Life; God’s 
Defences; God’s sure Mercies. Of these 
Psalms, the xci. strikes the deepest and 
most wonderful note. 

(2) Ps. xciii.-c. form a group of Messianic Psalms ; 

beginning with the proclamation of the King, 
proceeding through Visions of the Kingdom 
and its joy. Six of these Psalms were declared 
Messianic by the Jewish Rabbis. What con- 
cerns us much is the frequent echoes of Isaiah. 
In Ps. xciii. there are four parallel passages ; 
in xcvi. there are three; in xcvii. there are 
two; while in xcviii., eight are traceable in 
the nine verses; and in xcix., six in nine 
verses. 

One of the two Psalms in distress which lie to 
Book IV. is in this group (xciv.), and it is a 
Messianic Psalm. 

(3) Ps. ci.-cvi. dwell on Mercy for the Psalmist 
and for the Nation, closing with a Retrospect 
of the Sin and Forgiveness in the Desert life 
of old. The second distressful Psalm is in this 
group (Ps. cii.)—the prayer of the Destitute, 
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Intro- but the unchangeable God brings Mercy, and 

ductory. the Light arises over Zion. 

cet Book V.—Ps. evii.-cl.—has as its characteristic 
00. ° 


feature The Rest, Sufficiency, Presence, and Glory of 
God. One word, as we read it—two words, as the 
Hebrews wrote it—sum it up—‘ Hallelu-J an.’ 

It contains four groups :— 

Ps. evii.-cxix., which are 13 Psalms of Rest and Song: 
one of them (cix.) is a dark Psalm, showing 
the enemy and his assaults, which are always 
more violent when he seems about to lose his 
grasp of a believer; but the Psalm is quoted 
as in part, and in some of its references, 
Messianic; and it ends in praise. 

Ps. cxx.-cxxxiv. are entitled ‘The Songs of Degrees.’ 
They are supposed to have been intended for 
pilgrims to the Great Feasts, as they drew 
nearer and nearer to Jerusalem. So they 
represent souls drawing ever nearer to God. 
Of all these Psalms, the cxxi., which sets 
forth the keeping power of God, is perhaps 
the true key and centre, while the one which 
follows (cxxii.) shows the first clear view of 
the Father’s House. 

Ps. exxxv.-cxlv. are truly Songs of the Higher Life. 
No doubt four of them are in shadow (cxxxvii., 
cxl., cxlii., cxliv.) from sore temptation, and in 
spirit ‘overwhelmed,’ but the Presence of God 
is with the Psalmist and ‘lifts up his soul 
unto God.’ The rest of the group are full of 
lofty song and joy. It begins with the priest’s 
song of praise (cxxxv.); goes on ‘in Heavenly 
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places’ (exxxvi.); asking God to keep the Intro- 
tongue (cxli.); and ending with a burst of ductory. 
praise (cxlv.), in which the Psalmist’s is only 

one of countless voices setting forth God’s 

glory. 

Ps. cxlvi.-cl. are the last group. They are the five 
Hallelu-Jau Psalms. They are not the only 
Hallelu-Jah Psalms in the Book, for five 
others have been already passed. But the 
Psalms of this last group have two character- 
istics of their own. Note that they ask 
nothing! They are content to praise. And 
note also that the words pass into music and 
sing themselves. Ps. cxlvi.—Trust in Jehovah, 
Hallelu-Jah! Ps. exlviii—Great is Jehovah, 
Hallelu-Jah! Ps. cxlviii—The Song of 
Creation, Hallelu-Jah! Ps. cxlix.—The Song 
of the Saints, Hallelu-Jah! Ps. cl.—Heaven 
and Glory begun, Hallelu-Jah! The pilgrim 
on the Border, in Beulah Land, speaks in 
song! He passes out of sight, like the lark 
into Heaven, singing! Hallelu-Jau! 
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1. Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the 
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the 
seat of the scornful : 

2. But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law 
doth he meditate day and night. 

8. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not 
wither ; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

4, The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the 
wind driveth away. 

5. Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor 
sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

6. For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way 
cf the ungodly shall perish. 
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PSALM I 
GOD’S SERVANT 


Ir has been generally agreed that the first Psalm is 
a sort of prologue, or preface, set before the whole 
Book; and there is reason to believe that the 
second Psalm should be included in the same 
category. ‘Tradition ascribes the former to Ezra, 
and the Septuagint attributes the second to David. 
But whoever the authors may have been, those who 
are responsible for the present arrangement of the 
Book into its five divisions, apparently intended that 
the two Psalms which come first should be of a 
general character, such as should not unfittingly 
bear upon all that follows. Looking at them in 
this light, there is much that is striking, and even 
beautiful, in their teaching. 

As has been often remarked, the first Psalm begins 
with a Benediction of the individual soul who 
‘bears the character which the Psalmist verse by 
verse describes. Its solitude is even indicated by 
the singular number. ‘Happy is the Man’!—the 
Servant of God, the obedient Subject of the Great 
King, the loving Son of the Heavenly Father. 
Being itself a Word of God, like all the teachings 
of the Old Testament, it sheds a light from God’s 
own face on the whole Book which follows. The 
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Psalm i, Keynote of the Sacred Songs is Holy Joy. Then 
how clearly, how simply, how definitely, the 
character of the happy man is drawn—negatively, 
positively, and in contrast. Three things he will not 
do—he will not take counsel with the ungodly; 
he will not stand in the way, communing with 
sinners ; and he will not sit in the seat, or assembly, 
or house of the scorner. Positively, he delights 
in God's law ; he not only reads, but meditates in it, 
by day and night; he is so near to the living water, E 
that his soul is kept fruitful and fresh; and he 
prospers in all his ways. In contrast with all this, ‘ 
are the ungodly (not now is the singular employed, 
there are, alas! many such), who are carried away 
like chaff before the wind; and how shall they 
stand in the judgment, or have part with the 
Congregation of the Righteous? God Himself sees 
the two ways, the way which few find, and the way 
on which many walk. | 

What a completeness about the whole statement, : 
though made in only six verses! What a solemn, i 
but what a joyful opening for the Book of Praise ?. 

Call for Self- It is, as it were, a solemn call to the reader of the 

Examination Book, as he begins, to examine himself and see how : 
he stands before God. There are two figures, two ; 
characters, drawn in clear lines, not to be mistaken. 
He who would learn what is the great division fl 
between men in the sight of God, the line of cleavage 
which supersedes all others, whatever these may be, 
may find it here. It is not the ever obvious distinction 
between rich and poor. It is not between the 
Master and the Slave. It is not even between the 
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God’s Servant 


happy and the miserable. It is between Sin and Psalm i, 
Godliness : between the Sinner and the Servant of 
God. Whatever be their outward differences, in 
appearance and position, God sets down here the 
Eternal truth, that to be on God’s side is Blessed- 
ness, to be opposed to Him is Ruin in the end. And 
while the opening Psalm offers all to the one; it 
predicts that the other shall have nothing. This is 
the Keynote of the Music of the Psalter. An 
individual thing! “Happy is the man who knows 
that all is right with him! and who is ready to sing 
in that assurance to the God who is worthy to be 
praised, and has pleasure in the worship of His 
people! 
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PSALM II 


- Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain 
thing ? 
2. The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the Lord, and against his Anointed, 
saying, 

3. Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords 
from us, 

4. He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall 
have them in derision. 

5. Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them 
in his sore displeasure. 

6. Yet have I set my King upon my holy hill of Zion. 

7. I will declare the decree : the Lord hath said unto me, Thou 
art my Son ; this day have I begotten thee. 

8. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine in- 
heritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. 

9. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash 
them in pieces like a: potter’s vessel. 

10, Be wise now therefore, O ye kings ; be instructed, ye judges 
of the earth. 

11. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 

12. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, 
when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that 
put their trust in him. 
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PSALM II 
THE ANOINTED KING 


Tus Psalm is also part of the general Prologue to Psalm ii. 
the Psalter. But it opens up ground quite different The 

from the first Psalm, as if to warn us that we must Ag cma 
be prepared to include in our prayers and praises a 

much wider field. It is not without special meaning 

that this is a Messianic Psalm coming thus early, 

as if to indicate that the Psalter is not complete 

‘till Shiloh come’: and that instead of being 

merely temporary, and Jewish, it must last till the 

end and embrace the world. Both of these thoughts 

are not obscurely embodied in this Psalm. 

Again, as in the first Psalm, the ungodly are The 
described, and their fate shadowed forth. But Ungodly. 
here they are specially referred to as among the 
Heathen, the Gentiles, the people who know not God. 

They are, as it were, not now regarded as individ- 
uals, one by one carrying out their life and destiny, 
but as working together. They have combined 
against God. That is, against the true God, against 
Jehovah, the Covenant God : for by this Name alone 
He is mentioned in these two introductory Psalms. 
Twice in the first Psalm, and four times in the 
second, is the Name employed, and no other. As 
if to say, that it is the God who is in covenant 
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Psalm ii. with Man, and He only to whom we raise these 
Psalms and Praises. 

occ : This is much to be told us so surely and so 

toe Unacdy. clearly. But there is a great deal more to make 
us wonder. (1) Jehovah ‘laughs’ at the combined 
opposition of ungodly men and nations. His power 
is too great to be in danger, and His wrath against 
sin lies close behind His power. Let evil men 
beware! (2) He reveals Himself. He is responsible 
for the King of Zion. (3) He claims this King as 
His own Son. (4) He promises to Him, if He ask, 
the whole heathen and the whole earth for His 
possession, (5) And He warns the heathen that 
resistance to His Son will only destroy themselves, as 
a potter's vessel is dashed to the ground. (6) Let 
them also be wise; let them acknowledge and serve 
Jehovah; let them embrace the Son of God as the 
way to forgiveness and to prosperity. (7) And 
the prologue closes by words which fall like music 
on the heart. ‘Blessed are all they that put 
their trust in Him.’ Blessed is the man who 
“delights in God’: blessed are all they who trust 
in the Son of God! What a beautiful opening 
for the Praise-Book of the Bible! 

The © But in this second Psalm there is yet another and 

Messiah. greater depth to be fathomed. It has been 
mentioned as undoubtedly a Messianic Psalm. For 
this we have the fullest authority. Acts iy. 27 tells © 
us so. Acts xiii. 33 tells us so once more decidedly. 
And Rev. ii. 27 adds a testimony equally clear. 
Then there are actually three of the special titles 
of our Lord mentioned in the Psalm. He is here 
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The Anointed King 


called ‘ the Anointed,’ that is, ‘the Messiah ’ (ver. 2) ; Psalm ii. 
He is the King of Zion (ver. 6); and He is ‘the 
Son of God’ (ver. 6, 7). And then He is called the 
possessor and Lord of all the Earth, which He is 
to rule as He will (ver. 8, 9). Indeed, it is also 
noted in the Psalm that loyal and loving submission 
to Christ is the only way of safety and reconciliation 
with God (ver. 12). So that it is not the Messiah as 
incarnate and in humiliation who is chiefly here in 
view. It is Messiah ascended and in victory coming 
to reign and rule over all the earth. And it cannot 
be without special purpose that He should thus 
be revealed in the very prologue to the Book of 
Psalms. 
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PSALM III 


1, Lord, how are they increased that trouble me! many are 
they that rise up against me. 

2. Many there be which say of my soul, There is no help for him 
in God. Selah. : 

3. But thou, O Lord, art a shield for me; my glory, and the 
lifter up of mine head. 

4. I cried unto the Lord with my voice, and he heard me out of 
his holy hill. Selah. 

5. I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the Lord sustained ; 
me. 

6. I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people that have set 
themselves against me round about. 

7. Arise, O Lord ; saye me, O my God: for thou has smitten all 
mine enemies upon the cheek bone ; thou hast broken the teeth of 
the ungodly. 

8. Salvation belongeth unto the Lord: thy blessing is upon thy 
people. Selah. ; 
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PSALM III 
A MORNING HYMN 


Tue third and fourth Psalms, like the first two, form Pgajm iii, 
a pair. They are a Morning and an Evening Prayer. 

But, as with the Hebrews the Evening was the 
beginning of the Day, why, it may be asked, does 

not the Evening Psalm come first? The answer is 

that, though called a Morning Psalm and spoken in 

the morning, it describes the events of the evening 

and night before (ver. 5). 

The Psalmist is in great trouble. He is supposed Trouble. 
to be David, and there is not much reason to suspect 
the historical title, that it was written by him when 
fleeing from Absalom. Though some of the critics 
see little correspondence between the words of the 
Psalm and the position of the fugitive King, yet it 
seems to me that all the spiritual elements in the 
flight of the King are here in these verses. After the 
troubles of his youth, now that he is established on 
the throne, shall all be well? Ah! there are new 
troubles. A multitude of foes ‘rising up against 
him.’ He is deserted. He is alone. And the 
common voice reproaches him with the fact that 
even his God, of whom he speaks so much, does 
nothing for him. ‘No help for him in God’! So 
that both God and he suffer reproach in his affliction, 
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‘Selah’! It is the first time the word occurs. This 
is the first of the ‘Selah’ Psalms. Some say it is a 
note of musical meaning, but its irregular occurrence 
and want of rhythmical arrangement seem to me 
conclusive against that. Others say that it merely 
means a pause in the Psalm, marking the close of a 
paragraph. It is a pause, with a meaning. It 
probably means—‘ Think of that!’ <A special 
emphasis is given to what has just been said. And 
this will show meaning, I think, in every case by its 
use. Here, where it first occurs, it calls attention to 
the fact that God is supposed to have deserted His 
servant. ‘THINK OF THAT!’ as you read or hear! 

But, goes on the Psalmist, he is not deserted. 
He has hope and confidence still. What, and in 
what, are they? Ah! God Himself is his ‘shield’ 
of defence; the arrows fall on Him! ‘God is his 
glory’—when there seems nothing but shame and 
disaster and flight. ‘God is the lifter up of his 
head’! God will make it right! He has already 
been heard. He has got an answer already. He 
has peace. God has spoken to him ‘out of His holy 
hill’ ‘Senan’! Think of that / 

And then he tells the story of last night. He lay 
down—upon the hillside? But he did not toss 
from side to side, sobbing, in despair! He ‘slept.’ 
And this morning, when he awaked, he found that 
‘Jehovah sustaineth me’! It is enough. ‘Ten 
thousand of (his own) people against him’ cannot 
terrify him now. God has already smitten them: 
he knows it; He has ‘broken the teeth of the 
wicked.’ They can only mutter, they cannot hurt 

40 





——— 


f 
- 
P 
i 


A Morning Hymn 


him. ‘Salvation belongeth unto Jehovah. Thy Psalm iii. 
blessing is upon thy people,’ wherever they are! 
‘Selah’! Think of that / 
What peace! What a message! No greater 
trouble conceivable for a man, fora King. But to 
be satisfied with God ; to have tasted already of the 
peace of God; to be resting upon Himself. O 
Christian, think of that, in thy troubles; and take 
this Psalm to thy heart. 


PSALM IV 


1. Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness: thou hast 
enlarged me when I was in distress; have mercy upon me, and 
hear my prayer. 

2. O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into shame? 
how long will ye love vanity, and seek after leasing? Selah. 

3. But know that the Lord hath set apart him that is godly for 
himself: the Lord will hear when I call unto him. 

4. Stand in awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart 
upon your bed, and be still. Selah. 

5. Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your trust in the 
Lord. 

6. There be many that say, Who will show us any good? Lord, 
lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us. 

7. Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more than in the time 
that their corn and their wine increased. 

8. I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, Lord, 
only makest me dwell in safety. 
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PSALM IV 
AN EVENING HYMN 


_ Tas is an Evening Psalm, to be repeated at the Psalm iv. 
close of day, in view of the hours which have passed. 
There has been trouble. It is still David who 
speaks, as in the last Psalm; and probably it is on 
the same sad journey, fleeing from his son beyond 
Jordan. It is either accompanied with certain 
instruments of music, called Nehiloth; or, as has 
been conjectured, it muses upon the ‘inheritance’ 
of the Believer, even when he seems to have lost all. 
Already God has heard him; in his distress, he has 
been ‘set at large’; he is encouraged to pray for 
more; will not Jehovah be ‘gracious to him and 
hear his prayer’? He turns to the sons of men who 
have deserted him and dishonoured him, and who 
themselves ‘love vanity and seek after falsehood.’ 
What a life for them! ‘Selah.’ Think of that / 

‘Thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress.’ Enlarge- 
Like so many of the Psalmist’s expressions, it may ™°™* 
have two meanings. ‘Thou hast set me at large’ is 
the rendering of the R.V. A very precious thought ! 
Liberty! The grand liberty of soul, when the 
bondage of sin on the one hand, or of the world on 
the other, has been broken, and I am free. The 
service of sin is a most painful, a most humiliating, 
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but a most complete bondage ; not the less complete 
that there are parts of our being which feel it and 
resent it, but do so in vain. And the service of the 
world, the fear to offend it, even if we go no farther: 
who does not know the power and the degradation 
of such a state? O then, to have the Psalmist’s 
experience, to ‘be set at large,’ even though it be 
through distress ! 

The other meaning is not less precious. ‘Thou 
hast enlarged me.’ Thou didst find me a small man. 
Oh how small and mean! Petty in all my motives, 
and even in my aspirations! And God looking on 
His child, asks, as it were, the question—How is he 
to be corrected, set right, made large? How is he 
to have a larger sympathy, for suffering ones, for 
disappointed ones, for groping ones? How is he to 
be made one whose experience will be a help to 
others, a ‘pattern’ by which others may learn? And 
God answers, Only by ‘distress, by suffering which 
he passes through, by disappointment which he 
himself tastes, by the twilight and the mist which 
fall upon him, and in which, for a time, he too must 
grope ! 

How is he—nay, let me put it as to myself—how 
am I to obtain a larger trust, which will meet and 
remove this smallness of soul? There are few things 
which make one so small as fear. And this fear, 
slavish fear, is simply want of trust. In a believer, 
it is want of trust in God. If I wish to be larger, 
truer, less mean, I must trust more. And how can I 
learn that? How have I learned it? How have all 
God’s children learned it? By experience: the 
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An Evening Hymn 


experience of ‘distress, and of what God can do for Psalm iv. 
me then! 

How am I to obtain a more forcible spirit; to Thou art my 
become, as the prophet puts it (Mic. iii. 8), ‘full of Strength. 
power’? Not my own power, which is always 
revealing itself as weakness; but a power which 
meets danger calmly, and surmounts it: the power 
which is ‘by the Spirit of Jehovah’? Again, 

‘ Distress’ is the narrow way in which the Lord leads 
me to this ‘enlargement’ of soul. 

Yes! let men know that God has ‘ set apart,’ has 
‘separated him that is godly for Himself’ (ver. 3). 

The man who has been enlarged, is separated. 
Jehovah, the Covenant God, ‘will hear when I call 
unto Him.’ ‘Ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall 

be done unto you’ (Jn. xv. 7). So now, on this Quiet 
quiet evening of the toilworn day, let us stand in Thoughts. 
awe and sin not; search out our hearts, commune 
with them on our beds, and be ‘still’! ‘Selah.’ 
Think of that : and do it too! Blessed stillness! of 
waiting upon God, and of the peace which that 
brings! Let us offer up the sacrifices of Righteous- 
ness; let us present our bodies, as a reasonable 
sacrifice (Rom. xii. 1); let us ‘put our trust in the 
Lord’! Many think there is no joy, no comfort in 

this trying and changeful life. Ah! it is because 
they do not know Jehovah. ‘The light of Thy coun- 
tenance ’—give me that; and I have better than 
corn or wine. I will sleep in peace this night : God 

is my safety ! 

Again, the lesson, in the very midst of trouble. God Himself. 
Never perfectly known till then: God is sufficient ; 
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Psalm iv. God’s presence ; God’s love—the best possession we 
can know on earth. O David! didst thou know it, 
on the evening of that awful day, the first day of thy 
flight ? 

‘It may be, thou wilt see to-morrow 
The love that chastens thee to-day |’ 


PSALM V 


1, Give ear to my words, O Lord ; consider my meditation. 

2. Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my God: 
for unto thee will I pray. 

3. My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O Lord ; in the 
morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up. 

4. For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness ; 
neither shall evil dwell with thee. 

5. The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest all 
workers of iniquity. 

6. Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing: the Lord will 
abhor the bloody and deceitful man. 

7. But as for me, I will come into thy house in the multitude of 
thy mercy ; and in thy fear will I worship toward thy holy temple. 

8. Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness because of mine 
enemies ; make thy way straight before my face. 

9. For there is no faithfulness in their mouth ; their inward part 
is very wickedness; their throat is an open sepulchre; they 
flatter with their tongue. 

10. Destroy thou them, O God; let them fall by their own 
counsels ; cast them out in the multitude of their transgressions ; 
for they have rebelled against thee. 

11. But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice: let 
them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest them: let them 
also that love thy name be joyful in thee. 

12, For thou, Lord, wilt bless the righteous; with tavour will 
thou compass him as with a shield. , 


PSALM V 
A MORNING MEDITATION 


Psalm v. Again a pair of Psalms come together, another 


Prayer in 
Time of 
Peril. 


Morning and another Evening Psalm. Both are 
attributed to David; but no part of his story is 
specially suggested by them. The present Psalm is 
evidently intended for public worship, not necessarily 
in the Temple, mentioned in ver. 7 ; for the same word 
is used in 1 Sam. i. 9, and iii, 3, to signify the 
Tabernacle at Shiloh ; and the Sheméinith, which is 
the title which belongs to it (according to Mr 
Thirtle’s reading) seems to refer to male voices. 
This fifth Psalm shows us a man still encompassed 
with enemies who have risen on every side; but he 
has found that God is to be trusted, that there is a 
refuge in prayer, and that he is safe. Prayer has 
become much to this Psalmist, and his secret shows 
itself in a simple but beautiful way. He uses six 
words here to describe his prayers. ‘My words’ 
(ver. 1), ‘my meditation ’ (ver. 1), ‘my cry’ (ver. 2), my 
“prayer ’ (ver. 2), ‘my voice’ (ver. 3), ‘my looking up’ 
(ver. 3). And four words tell us what he asked of 
God: ‘Give ear,’ ‘consider,’ ‘hearken,’ ‘hear.’ 
These ten words no doubt point to the great variety 
of pleading which went up; some audible, some 
silent, some in a cry, some in a look—all set down 
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almost as if they had escaped him, in his simple Psalm v. 
desire to represent his strong longing for and faith in 
God. 

His confidence rests on what he knows of God. The Ground 

Jehovah has no pleasure in wickedness or in folly. whe 
Falsehood, and deceit, and violence cannot stand 
before Him. They are known; and their portion 
must come in His time. The Psalmist has chosen 
his way ; he will find himself brought back to God’s 
house, from which he has had to flee; he will again 
worship toward Zion ; God’s very Righteousness will 
‘lead’ him, and make his way straight. He is sure: 
God is against all evil men; He will destroy ; they 
will fall into their own trap; they have rebelled 
against God. And the end of the Righteous is sure ; 
joy, great joy ; defended by God ; loving His name ; 
possessing His favour; guarded as by a shield. 

What a lesson for us now: for all in trouble. 

Fear not. Distrust not. The harder your case, 
the surer is deliverance. God knows it all. It is 
His enemies who trouble you. It is His concern 
to bring you up out of trouble. Joy and rejoicing 
are in store for you, just because Jehovah is God, 
and you have chosen Him to be your portion. 

‘Who is on the Lord’s side? Let him come unto 
me |’ 
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PSALM VI 


1. O Lord, rebuke me not in thine anger, neither chasten me in 
thy hot displeasure. 

2, Have mercy upon me, O Lord; for I am weak: O Lord, heal 
me ; for my bones are vexed. 

3. My soul is also sore vexed: but thou, O Lord, how long? 

be Return, O Lord, deliver my soul: oh save me for thy mercies’ 
sake ! 

5. For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave 
who shall give thee thanks ? 

6. Iam weary with my groaning ; all the night make I my bed 
to swim ; I water my couch with my tears. 

7. Mine eye is consumed because of grief ; it waxeth old because 
of all mine enemies. 

8. Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; for the Lord 
hath heard the voice of my weeping. 

9. The Lord hath heard my supplication ; the Lord will receive 
my prayer. 

10. Let all mine enemies be ashamed and sore vexed: let them 
return and be ashamed suddenly. 
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A QUIET SUNSET AFTER A 
STORMY DAY 


THERE has been great trouble; and, alas! there has Psalm vi. 
been sin. Both have left traces; and there is Sorrow, Sin, 
confession. The Psalmist deserves to be visited Cofession. 
by Jehovah in righteous punishment. He deprecates 
God’s ‘rebuke,’ His ‘anger,’ His ‘hot displeasure,’ 
His ‘chastening.’ He acknowledges that he is 
‘weak,’ and ‘vexed,’ and ‘sore vexed,’ and ‘ weary,’ 
and ‘weary again,’ and in ‘tears, and near to 
‘death.’ He groans all the night; weeping till his 
bed is wet with tears; ‘his eye is consumed’ with 
grief; his eye ‘waxeth old’; he has become blind 
in his trouble, though possibly we are not to under- 
stand that the author has become literally and 
physically blind. Though I remember reading of 
a poor Highland widow, whose only child, a fine 
manly young fellow, drooped and died. She wept, 
and moaned, and wept again, and could not be 
comforted; she ultimately became blind from constant 
weeping, and she groped blindly all her days. Such 
trouble is the Psalmist’s, though probably we have 
to understand it in a less literal sense; a trouble 
which has come both from his enemies’ pursuit and 
from his own sin. And his only relief is here :—he The Way ot 
pours out his lamentation before the Lord, Who Relief. 
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can tell the power of the sympathy of Christ ? Who, 
that has not passed this way already, can understand 
what wealth and depth of comfort lie in even telling 
the Lord in the secret of our chamber all we have 
done, and been, and suffered, pouring these into the 
ear of Him who Himself suffered far more than we 
did, and had no human friend to listen to Him. 
‘Jehovah hath heard: Jehovah will receive my 
prayer!’ Speak not of enemies: I have to do 
with God. Yes. Blessed be His Name: With 
God / . 

The whole Psalm must be regarded not only as 
a personal one, but one offered up in secret, unknown 
to any other, perhaps till it was found after the 
author’s death. Mr Thirtle’s discovery removed the 
direction about ‘stringed instruments’ from this 
to the preceding Psalm, and permits, therefore, of 
the assertion that this was to be secret. And it 
is surely well for us, to find in the Psalter not a 
few instances of what we would do well to have 
in our own experience, secret prayer, and even secret 
praise. Think of what it is to have a secret with 
Christ, known only to Him and me! 


PSALM VII 


1. O Lord my God, in thee do I put my trust: save me from 
all them that persecute me, and deliver me ; 

2. Lest he tear my soul like-a lion, rending it in pieces, while 
there is none to deliver. 

3. O Lord my God, if I have done this; if there be iniquity in 
my hands ; 

4, If I have rewarded evil unto him that was at peace with me; 
(yea, I have delivered him that without cause is mine enemy ;) 

5. Let the enemy persecute my soul, and take it; yea, let him 
tread down my life upon the earth, and lay mine honour in the 
dust. Selah. 

6. Arise, O Lord, in thine anger, lift up thyself, because of the 
rage of mine enemies ; and awake for me to the judgment that 
thou hast commanded. 

7. So shall the congregation of the people compass thee about : 
for their sakes therefore return thou on high. 

8. The Lord shall judge the people: judge me, O Lord, accord- 
ing to my righteousness, and according to mine integrity that is 


in me. 

9. Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end; but 
establish the just: for the righteous God trieth the hearts and 
reins. 

10, My defence is of God, which saveth the upright in heart. 

iby a judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked 
every day. 

12. If he turn not, he will whet his sword; he hath bent his 
bow, and made it ready. 

13. He hath also prepared for him the instruments of death ; he 
ordaineth his arrows against the persecutors, 

14. Behold, he travaileth with iniquity, and hath conceived 
mischief, and brought forth falsehood. 

15. He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into the ditch 
which he made. 

16. His mischief will return upon his own head, and his violent 
dealing shall come down upon his own pate. 

17. I will praise the Lord according to his righteousness ; and 
will sing praise to the name of the Lord most high. 


PSALM VII 
AN APPEAL TO GOD 


Psalm vii. Two minor peculiarities are present in this Psalm, 
which should be noted ere we proceed to its sub- 
stance. The word ‘Shiggaion,’ used here for the 
only time in the Psalter, though its plural, Shi- 
gionoth, occurs in Hab. iii, is. supposed by the 
latest authority (Thirtle) to signify a loud cry; and 
the term ‘Gittith,’ which is prefixed to the next 
Psalm, but should really be affixed to this, points 
probably to its being used at the time when the 
Wine-presses are at work, and the Feast of Taber- 
nacles held. 

David in With these two thoughts in our mind, we find 

Danger and David, the probable author, in special danger and 

Pnmible — SGronble Someone called here ‘Cush, the dark 
man, had apparently accused him of conduct which 
would have been mean, rebellious, and treacherous. 
The charge had borne with terrible effect on David's 
reputation and his position. He denies it with some 
indignation ; the ‘reproach’ had all but broken his 
heart. He does not talk of it to men; but he brings 
it to the Lord. 

He begins by recalling how truly he may trust 
‘Jehovah my God’: he has found that in the past. 
It is a sweet thought to him now. He begins 
with it. 
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And then all at once he pours out his trouble and Psalm vii. 

complaint. ‘All his enemies, all his persecutors,’ Relief in 
were up against him: ‘like a lion about to devour P*¥*- 
him’! For there is one enemy who is marked out 
as the danger; and David fixes his thought on hom. 
And then he appeals again to ‘ Jehovah, my God,’ if 
he has done the thing charged against him, nay, if 
the very opposite has not been true of him, he will 
take his punishment! Let them lay his glory even 
in the dust. Selah. Think of that/ It is a 
wonderful thing, then, to be able to take our case 
to God. Have we not all of us known, not once or 
twice, but often, how to go to Him with such a story ? 
We are charged with wrong, ‘Thou knowest that it 
is untrue’! But we have all much to learn from 
David, about this as well as other things. 

Observe how he goes on. God is the Judge: five Resting on 
times he dwells on the blessed thought. He has oe. 
‘commanded judgment in the midst of the great 
congregation’ (ver. 6); ‘Jehovah ministereth judg- 
ment to the peoples,’ the nations, at the Great Day, 
before the ‘Great White Throne’ (ver. 7); ‘Judge 
me, O Jehovah,’ let me stand there before Thee and 
be tried for this thing’ (ver. 8); for ‘the Righteous 
God trieth the heart and the reins’ (ver. 9). That is 
David’s confidence: happy man! amid all his earthly 
trials! ‘God is a Righteous Judge’ (ver. 11); and 
therefore terrible to all evildoers! Every day there 
is occasion for Him to set His face against the workers 
of iniquity. Oh! the evil of this world; the pro- 
vocation of God; the miserable folly of proud and 
careless men! Oh! the short-sightedness of those 
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Psalm vii, who will not yield to God, who will go on to the 
end, treating Him as an enemy! Far, far, be such 
folly from you and me! Oh! that we might all learn 
to understand God, to fear Him, and to trust Him. 
As for me, thank God (says David) J have learned: 

I will give thanks to Jehovah: J will sing praise 
(however much I am accused, and mistaken, and 
tried) unto the ‘Most High.’ Name by which already 
in the olden time Abraham and Melchizedec knew 
Thee; Name by which the Bethlehem angels were 
yet to sing Thy praises; J will begin the song which 
they shall continue, and which Eternity shall prolong! 
Strange ending for a Psalm which commenced with 
accusation and trial: the condemnation of men has 
brought me to the Judgment and Deliverance of 
Jehovah! Such shall be the Songs of Heaven; 
and I already begin to understand, and to sing! 
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1. O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! 
who hast set thy glory above the heavens. 

2. Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained 
strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the 
enemy and the avenger. 

3. When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained ; 

4, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of 
man, that thou visitest him ? 

5. For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and 
hast crowned him with glory and honour. 

6. Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy 
hands ; thou hast put all things under his feet : 

7. All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field ; 

8. The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever 
passeth through the paths of the seas. 

9. O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth } 


Psalm 
viii. 


The 
Mother’s 
Psalm. 


God’s 
Greatness. 


PSALM VIII 
NATURE, MAN, AND CHRIST 


Tue last suggestion as to the origin of this beautiful 
short Psalm is that to it belongs the title Muth- 
Labben, which follows it; and that it, signifying 
The Champion’s Death, shows the Psalm to have 
been written by David to commemorate his victory 
over Goliath. The inference does not much commend 
itself to me: its truth is possible only on the sup- 
position that it was written long after the event, 
when the calm of memory had settled over it; and 
even then, it is difficult to reconcile some of the 
language with the facts as known to us. 

Were there no such suffixed title to the Psalm in 
question, I should be more disposed to describe it 
as The Mother’s Psalm, whose heart filled with the 
thought of God’s glory in His Works, in Heaven, on 
Earth, and Sea, turned from them all to find something 
greater, more wonderful, and more blessed in the 
‘Babes and Sucklings,’ which lay helpless in her 
house and at her feet, had yet before them such a 
destiny, and gave to the Creator a glory, now and 
hereafter, which no other work of His hand has given. 

What a keynote the Psalm strikes! ‘Oh J ehovah, 
our Lord, how excellent is Thy name in all the 
Earth, who hast set Thy glory above the Heavens’ 
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(ver. 1). It is not an individual song ; it is general ; Psalm 
it includes all; it is the voice of the multitude ; it Viii. 
touches chords in every breast. The Sky, the Earth, 
the Sea, the Home—all show the works of the 
Covenant God Jehovah: ‘our God.’ But the Home 
above all; the Babes and the Sucklings ; there is 
nothing so wonderful as they ; they only, give perfect 
praise. What does one excellent writer on the 
Psalm mean, when he tells us that the quotation in 
St Matt. xxi, 16 does not give us the true meaning 
of the passage? Has he forgotten Who spake it, or 
does he question His interpretation of the words? 
The children in the Temple gave vocal praise, which 
seemed perfect to Christ’s ear. The children at the 
knee and the breast gave even higher praise, though 
silent, to the creator Hand. 
And they are needed; all testimonies to God’s The Enemy 
and the 
glory are needed here; because God has a great Avenger, 
enemy, ‘the Enemy and the Avenger,’ who loses no 
opportunity of turning God’s glory into shame, and 
bringing men into Temptation and Danger. But 
Jehovah has ‘stilled’ him, by the manifest proofs of 
His Handiwork and purpose. Look at the Heavens: 
‘the work of Thy fingers ; the moon and stars which 
Thou hast ordained’ (ver. 3). But what of the Sun? 
Ah! this is an evening Psalm; the influence of the 
Hour is on the writer, he is even now without, 
beneath the stars; he is writing as he feels at the 
moment, overwhelmed with the beauty, the majesty, 
the splendour of an Eastern Eve! And as he looks 
up, how small, how poor, how contemptible he feels 
himself to be! Was David the first to feel the 
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truth? He is certainly not the last ; for whether led 
by him or not, who has not gazed up, and felt, and 
said the same words? ‘What is man?’ when I 
see these? And what are the sons and daughters of 
men, such as, at this moment of writing, might be 
sleeping behind him, on their early beds! These 
children, so frail, so sweet, so fragile, like the flower 
—what are they, to obtain, or deserve, one thought 
from God? Ah! they, even these, are made but a 
little lower than the Angels: they are even made, let 
him dare to say it, in the very Likeness of God. 
‘Thou hast crowned them with glory and honour.’ 
‘Thou hast set them over the works of Thy hand’— 
even the children within; my children, hardly yet 
able to speak! ‘Crowned them with Glory and 
Honour!’ Over all creation, the beasts of the field, 
the wonderful birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
great and small; man, Thy work, is set over them 
all! This is the inheritance of these Babes! 
Because they are in Thine image! O Jehovah! how 
marvellous Thy works. The Mother's heart rises up 
to bless Thee! ‘O Jehovah our Lord, How excellent 
is Thy Name in all the Earth!’ 

It is a Home Psalm—a Mother’s Psalm—a Heart 
Psalm ; and we will sing it for ever and ever to Thy 
praise and Thy glory! 

But we must not forget a still higher element in 
the Psalm, which is taught and certified in Heb. ii. 
6-9. There is a work of God higher than man ; more 
wonderful than the child who has before him the 
future, and the possibility, of which I have spoken. 
The most wonderful manifestation of God which the 
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world has seen is God Incarnate. The Babe of Psalm 
Bethlehem, is more marvellous than all the created viii. 
works of the Most High. A ‘Babe and Suckling!’ 
And who shall tell of His future? ‘All things shall 

be put under His feet.’ But ‘even yet, we see not 

all things put under Him.’ For that, we must wait 

for Eternity. The Babe of Bethlehem has a Future 
which shall be the Marvel not of Earth only, but of 
Heaven! And the Spirit of God in Hebrews, shows 

us that truth, already hidden and taught, in our 
Psalm viii. ! 
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1. I will praise thee, O Lord, with my whole heart: I will 
shew forth all thy marvellous works. 

2. I will be glad and rejoice in thee: I will sing praise to thy 
name, O thou most High. 

3. When mine enemies are turned back, they shall fall and 
perish at thy presence. 

4. For thou hast maintained my right and my cause; thou 
satest in the throne judging right. 

5. Thou hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast destroyed the 
wicked, thou hast put out their name for ever and ever. 

6. O thou enemy, destructions are come to a perpetual end: 
and thou hast destroyed cities ; their memorial is perished with 
them. 

7. But the Lord shall endure for ever: he hath prepared his 
throne for judgment. 

8. And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he shall 
minister judgment to the people in uprightness. 

9. The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in 
times of trouble. > 

10. And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee: 
for thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek thee. 

11. Sing praises to the Lord, which dwelleth in Zion: declare 
among the people his doings. 

12, When he maketh inquisition for blood, he remembereth 
them : he forgetteth not the cry of the humble, 

138. Have mercy upon me, O Lord; consider my trouble which 
I suffer of them that hate me, thou that liftest me up from the 
gates of death. 

14. That I may shew forth all thy praise in the gates of the 
daughter of Zion : I will rejoice in thy salvation. 

15, The heathen are sunk down in the pit that they made : in 
the net which they hid is their own foot taken. 

16. The Lord is known by the judgment which he executeth : 
be es is snared in the work of his own hands. Higgaion. 
Selah, 

17. The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations 
that forget God. 

18. For the needy shall not alway be forgotten: the expectation 
of the poor shall not perish for ever. 

19. Arise, O Lord; let not man prevail: let the heathen be 
judged in thy sight. 

20. Put them in fear, O Lord: that the nations may know 
themselves to be but men. Selah. 
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AGAIN we find a pair of Psalms together, the ix. and Psalm ix. 
x.—having as their subjects the Oppressed and the 
Oppressor ; and note that the Oppressed comes first. 

By tradition the author is David, and there are many 
situations in his early life which bear out all the 
details and circumstances referred to here. Surely 

no life of man ever set forth human experience in 
such varied case as his. Shepherd boy,—soldier— 
fugitive—King! And surely never was the cover 
which conceals the heart taken off, more fully, than 

in David’s case. Here then is the Oppressed ; it is The 
himself; and it is all told into the ear of God. Yet Oppressed. 
now it has been unveiled for the world to see, and 

to hear for thousands of years. How strangely the 
Psalm opens—for a singer who is nearly heart- 
broken; who is driven almost to despair; who is 
barely escaping with life, day after day; can it 
possibly be Ais voice which breaks the silence in a 
fourfold sound, ‘I praise Thee, O Jehovah, with my 
whole heart; I will show forth all Thy marvellous 
works ; I will be glad and rejoice in Thee ; I will sing 
praise to Thy name, O Thou most High.’ Surely 

if the great enemy were at hand, watching for the 
overthrow, and rejoicing in the discomfiture, of the 
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Psalmist—he will gnash his teeth at hearing the 
sound of joy and praise when he came listening only 
for anguish and agony. 

And what has brought David to this strange and 
good state? It is the very presence of the enemies 
themselves. ‘They will fall and perish at Thy 
presence; the heathen are rebuked or shall be ; 
their destructions shall end for ever; the cities 
wasted by them testify against them for ever.’ 

Jehovah appears above all; He endures for ever ; 
He is a refuge for the oppressed, and that in the 
Time of Trouble. ‘All who know God’; yea, ‘All 
who seek Him’ are safe. This is God’s word, this is 
the believer's experience. The psalmist needs no 
other testimony; this is sure. Therefore (ver. 11), 
‘Sing! Sing!’ thou troubled one! Tell out the 
story of God’s doings ; He forgets not ; I will tell of 
Thy mercy; Thou art the uplifter of my head; I 
will make the gates of Zion echo with Thy praise ; 
and I myself will rejoice in Thy salvation | 

Judgment—the judgment of Jehovah! Is it a 
terrible thing for all sinful men? Is it awful for a 
poor Oppressed One to think of? Here are five 
things about it in which David rejoices; and 
which give a special tone and character to this 
Psalm. 

1. God hath prepared His Throne for Judgment 
(ver. 7). It is ready ; waiting His time. 

2. God is even now occupying the Throne of 
Judgment (ver. 4). The sitting has begun; the cases 
are being called one by one. . 

3. God is already administering Judgment (ver. 8) 
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Our case, my case, shall come on soon: ‘wait thou Psalm ix, 
on Jehovah!’ 

4, God is known by the Judgments which He has 
executed already (ver. 16), ‘Meditate over the fact : 
Higgaion, Selah, Think of that!’ Part of the 
character of God as known to us is founded on His 
Judgments in the Past. 

5. God will ‘arise’ upon this Throne (ver. 19) 
and the Heavhen shall be judged in His sight: and 
man shall not prevail. 

What a wonderful subject for consolation! The 
Judge, and the Throne, and the Time of Judgment. 

But David knows God: he has learned the secret ; 
he has listened to the still small voice; he has seen 
in holy vision the Lord on His Throne. David has 
no fear: ‘the Oppressed’ is in safety: let the others 
fear: for they are only men, and have only men and 
the evil ones upon their side. O what a Refuge for 
the Oppressed, is God! God in His knowledge; 
God in His power; God in His tenderness ; God in 
His Eternity. 


PSALM X 


1, Why standest thou afar off, O Lord ? why hidest thou thyself 
in times of trouble ? 

2. The wicked in his pride doth persecute the poor: let them 
be taken in the devices that they have imagined. 

8. For the wicked boasteth of his heart’s desire, and blesseth 
the covetous, whom the Lord abhorreth. 

4, The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek 
after God: God is not in all his thoughts. 

5. His ways are always grievous ; thy judgments are far above 
out of his sight: as for all his enemies, he puffeth at them. 

6. He hath said in his heart, I shall not be moved: for I shall 
never be in adversity. 

7. His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and fraud: under his 
tongue is mischief and vanity. 

8. He sitteth in the lurking places of the villages : in the secret 
places doth he murder the innocent: his eyes are privily set 
against the poor. 

9. He lieth in wait secretly as a lion in his den: he lieth in 
wait to catch the poor: he doth catch the poor, when he draweth 
him into his net. 

10. He croucheth, and humbleth himself, that the poor may 
fall by his strong ones. 

11. He hath said in his heart, God hath forgotten: he hideth 
his face: he will never see it. 

12. Arise O Lord; O God, lift up thine hand: forgot not the 
humble. 

13. Wherefore doth the wicked contemn God? he hath said in 
his heart, Thou wilt not require it. 

14, Thou hast seen it ; for thou beholdest mischief and spite, 
to requite it with thy hand: the poor committeth himself unto 
thee ; thou art the helper of the fatherless, 

15. Break thou the arm of the wicked and the evil man: seek 
out his wickedness till thou find none. 

16. The Lord is King for ever and ever: the heathen are 
perished out of his land. 

17. Lord, thou hast heard the desire of the humble: thou wilt 
prepare their heart, thou wilt cause thine ear to hear. 

18. To judge the fatherless and the oppressed, that the man of 
the earth may no more oppress. 
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PSALM X 
THE OPPRESSOR 


As has been already stated, this Psalm and the one Psalm x. 
which goes before it make a pair. The connection 
is closer than is obvious to an English reader. There 
is evidence that the two Psalms were arranged so 
that it should constitute a whole, their verses 
(arranged in doubles) carrying on an alphabetical 
arrangement in Hebrew. Part of the alphabet 
stands in Psalm ix.; and part of it in Ps. x. But 
something has happened. Verses have been added 
to the ix. which have no such letter before them: 
and verses have been placed in the beginning of Ps. 
x. which have no such letter. It might almost 
be surmised, that the two Psalms must have been 
originally one, dealing with Oppression on both sides, 
the suffering and the wrong-doing ; and that they 
had at length been separated and written down as 
two, just as we have them, to the neglect of the 
alphabetical arrangement which had been carried out 
at first. Hence the Psalms in the Hebrew are 
counted as one, and our Psalm xi. stands in 
Hebrew as Psalm x. 

Dealing then with this Psalm by itself, we note The 
the vivid description of the Oppressors. It begins OPPFeS*°™ 
with the announcement that it is a time of trouble 
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intensified by the fact that Jehovah is silent, and 


The Wicked seems to hide Himself. In the face of this, the 


are busy. 


The 


Psalmist’s 


Refuge. 


wicked are busy. They are proud, persecuting the 
just (ver. 2); they boast themselves without fear 
(ver. 3); they are at enmity with God, and ‘despise’ 
Him who is absent and silent (ver. 3, 4), as if He 
were not; they puff at their opponents; they are 
afraid of nothing (ver. 6); they are given to ‘cursing,’ 
‘deceiving,’ ‘plotting,’ ‘lurking,’ even ‘murdering.’ 
Like a wild beast, they crouch and stoop in their 
lairs, waiting to spring (ver. 9); they catch the 
afflicted as in a net, and the poor fall before their 
strong jaws (ver. 10). They count on God forgetting ; 
and indeed on His ignorance, that there are such 
things at all. 

Such seems to have been the disordered and evil 
condition of Palestine at the time. Law had little 
force, and every man did that which he wished, 
without fear of detection or punishment. Where, 
then, could a man look for safety? The Psalmist 
is at no loss. His refuge and help are in Jehovah! 
‘ Arise, lift up thine hand!’ He pleads with God 
not to forget the afflicted; not to allow His own 
great Name to be despised ; not to permit men to 
doubt whether there is punishment for sin. He 
anticipates the answer. He is sure that God has 
seen it. All such trouble is before God, that He 
may set things right. The helpless find Him their 
helper; the orphans know Him as their Father. 
Evil men, however strong, will perish before the Lord ; 
when sought for, they are no more to be found! 
Jehovah is King; He is the Hearer of Prayer ; He 
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is the Keeper of His people ; His eye sees, His ear Psalm x. 
hears every cry; Thou, O Thou, wilt hear and judge 
for us, so that frail mortal man may learn his frailty 
and no more venture to terrify the sufferer ! 
Such is the solution which personal experience The 
of God brings to the doubting heart. There are petty: . 
many difficulties as to Scripture, and as to the to Doubt. 
government of this world, for which in our ignorance, 
we find no intellectual solution. But when we test 
them by our own personal knowledge of God gained 
by years of service and worship, these vanish away ; 
and in perfect confidence we commit our case and 
our future to Him! 
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1. In the Lord put I my trust: how say ye to my soul, Flee as 
a bird to your mountain ? 

2. For, lo, the wicked bend their bow, they make ready their 
arrow upon the string, that they may privily shoot at the upright 
in heart. 

3. If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do? 

4. The Lord is in his holy temple, the Lord’s throne is in 
heaven: his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men. 

5. The Lord trieth the righteous: but the wicked and him that 
loveth violence his soul hateth. 

6. Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, 
and an horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup. 

7. For the righteous Lord loveth righteousness ; his countenance 
doth behold the upright. 
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PSALM XI 
TRUST 


Ir is not very often that we can sum up a Psalm Psalm xi. 
or a prayer in a single word; but that may fairly 
be done with this Psalm. It is hardly an exaggera- 
tion to say that the word Trust embraces it all. 
‘In Jehovah have I taken refuge.’ 

The two parts, of which it consists, show first Need and 
the need of Trust, and then its Sufficiency. mINGIEDEY: 

From the dangers which surround him, the 
Psalmist has already taken refuge in God. But 
there are weak counsellors who are alarmed. Are 
they not the fears of his own heart, which go on 
whispering, that he ought to escape to some safer 
place. He is exposed to danger here. Let him flee 
like a bird to some high or distant hill, where 
enemies will not follow him, and will not know his 
hiding-place. Poor David had much experience of 
this sort. He was always seeking refuge in flight. 
It was terrible to watch his enemies making ready, 
fitting the arrow on the bow, and taking aim. 
Everything had seemed to be going against him. 
The very foundations were being destroyed, and 
what could the righteous do but flee? David in 
the past had tried both ways of escape. He had 
remained, and sometimes suffered. He had fled 
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and was often safe. But now he will look up. 
It is already done. ‘I have taken refuge in 
Jehovah.’ 

‘Then, for a time at rest, he begins to meditate. 
A certain measure of peace is needful ere this can 
be done. And that has come to him. The fluttering 
and terrified ‘ bird’ continues in the nest : silent, but 
full of thought. He looks up to God. ‘Jehovah in 
His holy Temple,’ or Palace: ‘Jehovah on His 
Throne.’ He is looking down on the earth, not on its 
distant places, but here; on me! I meet His eye, 
as mine looks up! ‘His eyelids try the children of 
men. ‘There is no escaping them; there is no being 
missed by them. They see me now; ‘Jehovah 
trieth the Righteous” (ver. 5): He subjects them to 
many a test, to prove them; to show them what 
they are; to stir them up to watchfulness and trust ; 
to make them strong in His own strength! What 
should we all be, if we were never tested? If all 
things were made easy for us; if no cloud ever 
crossed the blue ; if no wind ever stirred the trees; 
if no danger ever crossed our path? Hothouse plants 
indeed, which knew nothing of life—the world were 
no place for us; grace would have no work in us; 
Christ no honour from us. Not such is the 
character of God’s child; not such the discipline 
under which it grows; not such the atmosphere 
in which followers of the Lamb that was slain must 
flourish. No: let us be sure of it and prepare for it. 
‘Jehovah trieth the Righteous.’ 

As for the violent and the wicked, the Psalmist will 
leave them to God. He has no liking for such souls, 
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who delight to oppose Him, to fight against His pur- Psalm xi. 
poses, to assail and injure, and, if it may be, destroy 
His children. ‘The portion of their cup’ is fire, and 
tempest, and overwhelming storm. There is no fighting 
God with success. The one thing which brings into 
the field all His power is cruelty to His Own people. 
‘Jehovah is the Righteous one’; He must love 
Righteousness ; He must take the part of the Righ- 
teous on earth; only the upright shall behold His 
face. The Holy God must have a Holy People; 
and they are for ever safe in Him. 

Again we go back to the beginning of our Psalm. 
O, what need for trust! O, what room for trust! 
O, what sufficiency in Trust: Trust in Jehovah! 


PSALM XII 


1, Help, Lord ; for the godly man ceaseth ; for the faithful fail 
from among the children of men. 

2. They speak vanity every one with his neighbour: with 
flattering lips and with a double heart do they speak. 

3. The Lord shall cut of all flattering lips, and the tongue 
that speaketh proud things: 

4. Who have said, With our tongue will we prevail; our lips 
are our own: who is Lord over us? 

5. For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, 
now willl arise, saith the Lord ; I will set him in safety from him 


that Saati at him. 
6. ‘The words of the Lord are pure words: as silver tried in a 
furnace of earth, purified seven times. F 


7. Thou shalt keep them, O Lord, thou shalt preserve them 
from this generation for ever. 

8. The wicked walk on every side, when the vilest men aro 
exalted. 
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PSALM XII 
REFUGE 


Tuts short Psalm is almost a ery of pain, coming Psalm xii. 
evidently from the heart of the writer, and apparently 

in asolitude, which friendship does not break. ‘ Help, 

O Jehovah! No other refuge: no other Helper.’ 

It apparently rises after hearing of the death of Times of 
some godly friend, who has been a bulwark of the De?*ess!™- 
truth, and whose decease makes an awful blank. One 
after another, the holy men go; those a little older, 
and a great deal better, than oneself, The general 
tone seems to change. The spiritual thermometer 
has gone steadily down. There is chill in the air, for 
the soul. Many must have passed through such an 
experience, and perhaps are passing through it now. 
Sometimes it is Doctrinal change, which seems im- 
pending ; and the Spirit of Doubt assails some of the 
most precious and essential of our beliefs. Some- 
times it is a want of spiritual earnestness which 
seems to take hold of the public utterances of men 
in speech or pen. Sometimes it takes the form of 
widespread dishonesty, or commercial evils, revealed 
by lawsuits or bankruptcy. The authority of God 
seems to have waned among men. ‘The faithful 
fail’: the defenders perish: the teachers are unde- 
cided: nay they are mute. And our hearts begin 
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Psalm xii. to sink. There is but one resource. ‘Help, O 
Jehovah !’ 

The World's Along with this deadening of spiritual impulses 

Substitute. snd silence of spiritual voices, there is often no 
apparent decline in the arts and courtesies of social 
life. Perhaps it seems, that these, even for a time, 
improve. The attention which was wont to be given 
to more important things, has been directed to the 
minor moralities and civilities of manner. The 
‘flattering lips and the double heart’ are in evidence. 
The talk is all ‘ Vanity,’ about nothing; and it 
ministers to a well-bred conceit of Self. Men and 
women flatter each other and say only pleasant 
things. But there is a proud spirit behind it all. 
They will have nothing to do with God. He is not 
to be named. It is intrusive; it is ill-bred, to 
mention that name in social life. And nothing 
is more resented, than any allusion to Him 
and His Governance. Others have no right to 
expect any deference on such a theme. ‘Our lips 
are our own: who is lord over us?’ The old 
Religion is a thing of the past: no one believes in 
it now! O the folly of such would-be wise or 
well-bred men; and the pain which they give to 
the true worshippers of God in spirit and in truth! 
Such is the Psalmist’s state: and he goes to tell 
God about it all in the secret of his closet and his 
heart. 

God's Reply. But while doing so, he hears unexpectedly the 
voice of God Himself. Is it deemed, or to be 
deemed, a delusion, that His Voice is still to be 
heard? There is no age, and has been none, in 
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which God’s own people have not heard it, and Psalm xii. 
Him. Others do not hear; they will not; and they 
cannot. Neither do they believe that psalmists and 
saints do. But David knows: and this is what he 
heard: ‘For the oppression of the poor; for the 
sighing of the needy; now will I arise, saith 
Jehovah! I will set him on high from him that 
puffeth at him.’ It is the centre of the Psalm : it is 
the assurance and the confidence of the solitary 
heart; to the spirit which has been looking up, 
mourning, longing, trembling, sorrrowing, the voice 
has come; ‘the still small voice’ which Elijah 
heard in his time; and which God’s people have 
often heard in theirs. It is a Word of Sympathy, 
not resenting their weakness; and it is a Word 
of Promise, on which Faith may fasten and 
rest. 

The Psalmist rejoices in it. He sings of it after Words of 
he has heard. ‘The words of the Lord are pure ©°™r 
words ’—(even these that J have heard Him speak !) 
‘Silver tried in a furnace, pouring down to Earth, 
purified seven times.’ We naturally think of Holy 
Scripture, as we read; David possibly had it in his 
mind, though Azs Bible was so small, and so different 
from ours; David, whose own writings have been 
made part of God’s Word to us! But he must also 
have meant, that the words which he heard God 
speak to him in solitude, were precious, tried, pure 
words. We hear such words too, in our affliction, 
in our testing times, in our trials ; the words of God, 
which come to us too, come like the pure silver 
flowing to the ground, after we have passed through 
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Psalm xii. our times of darkness. And we look on hopefully 
Looking on now, to the future. All the pressure and power of 


in hope. 


Earth shall not make us afraid. Let the tide of 
Society sweep onward as it may. We go not with 


the tide. We see that in due time, which is God’s. 


time, the tide will change. Again the Psalmist 
breaks into prayer: ‘Thou, O Jehovah! Thou shalt 
keep Thy people: Thou shalt preserve them from 
this generation,’ and from such as it. Though ‘the 
wicked walk on high: though vilest men are ex- 
alted,’ and boast themselves,—yet all is well, for 
them who have heard Thee, in whose hearts Thy 
Word is lying, sweet to memory, a comfort, and a 
Peace ! 


‘He chose this path for thee 
Though well He knew sharp thorns would tear thy 
feet, 
And well He knew that thou must tread alone 
Its gloomy vales, and ford each flowing stream ; 
Knew how thy bleeding heart would sorrowing moan. 
Love scanned it all: and yet could say— 
1 see this path is best for thee !’ 


* 
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PSALM XIII 


1. How long wilt thou forget me, O Lord? for ever? how long 
wilt thou hide thy face from me ? 

2. How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in 
my heart daily ? how long shall mine enemy be exalted over me ? 

3. Consider and hear me, O Lord my God: lighten mine eyes, 
lest I sleep the sleep of death ; 

4. Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed against him; and 
those that trouble me rejoice when I am moved. 

5. But I have trusted in thy mercy ; my heart shall rejoice in 
thy salvation. 

6. I will sing unto the Lord, because he hath dealt hountifully 
with me. 
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Homeless. 


But looking 
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PSALM XIII 
HEAR, LORD! 


Few if any of the Psalms represent the writer in 
such a depth of hopelessness and distress as this. 
So short (but 6 verses), and so sad, it is but a tear 
of the Heart, which has been crystallised in its bed. 
‘Hear, O Jehovah! O Jehovah, my God!’ (vers. 
1, 3}. 

It has been supposed, with apparent truth, that it 
belongs to the period of David's flight from Saul, the 
long flight which went on, month by month, no day 
or night without danger, when the whole force of the 
Kingdom was arrayed against him, and where the 
one object was to silence David’s voice and to take 
his life. His position was due to the call of God, 
and to the act of Samuel in anointing him. Saul 
felt that his Dynasty was at stake, and persuaded 
himself that his own life was. not secure so long as 
David lived. He had sworn that the young Pre- 
tender should be removed. And David’s only hope 
was, not in an arm of flesh, but in God alone. Flesh 
could do nothing for him ; the world had failed to 
fulfil any of its promises. To God, he looked. Day 
by day, his prayer arose. Every morning, he cried 
unto his God. Every evening, he committed himself 
to the Divine mercy—but alas! there was no 
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answer, no safety, no peace, no prospect. Itseemed Psalm 
as if God were testing him to the utmost. Was ever Xiii. 

a child of God known to be tried as David was, 
during these months and years of pursuit? Any 

child, save the One Son of God? 

Could David avoid asking the question, Has God Had God 

forgotten me? By what argument could any friend forgotten? 
have sought to convince him, that it was not so ? 
So complete was his discomfiture, that he ventured 
to go to God, and to say, hast Thou forgotten that I 
am, that I am suffering, and that I am brought into 
all this suffering, because I am Thy chosen one, 
anointed to be Thy servant and a King? Ah! the 
depth of distress in this young, brave soul, weeping 
its bitter tears, crying in its helpless and hopeless 
agony, three thousand years ago! ‘Thou art for- 
getting!’ or ‘Thou art hiding Thy face !’ (ver. 1). 
How long is itto be, O God? Is this to be for ever? 
Shall I die, forgotten of my God? Who among us, 
among the children of sorrow now, has ever known 
such distress? Who, but the Lord Himself? 

Every day, David had such questioning in his soul 
(ver. 2), such ‘ sorrow in his heart.’ And every day, 
as the apparent answer to his prayer and cry, he sees 
his ‘Enemy’ the more ‘exalted, rejoicing, and 
trampling him down. After this agony has had vent, 
he again finds words (ver. 3). ‘Consider and hear 
me!’ Think of God ‘ considering’ my case! A human 
fancy no doubt applied to Him who is above all 
human ways; but a fancy which brings me nearer 
understanding the Most High: and which at all 
events recalls to me now the wonderful thought that 
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God henceforth, on the very throne, is Man, as well 
as God! He knew, and He knows! Probably the 
translation ought to be ‘ Behold and hear.’ But the 
thought is practically there all the same. ‘Consider 
and hear me!’ And he has an argument to urge: a 
new argument, which yet is old ; an argument which 
is never in vain. He is able to appeal to it. ‘O 
Jehovah, My God.’ God in Covenant with me! 
God who has become mine! God who calls me 
His! That is a name, and an argument, for a soul 
in despair, or near it. ‘Lighten mine eyes, lest I 
sleep the sleep of Death.’ Kzlled by my sorrow, 
dying in my trouble! Can that be? And from the 
very moment that that cry is uttered, the air is 
lightened ; a gleam of hope shines down. ‘I have 
trusted in thy mercy!’ A song has begun, that has 
four parts. ‘I have trusted’ (ver. 5), the first note 
breaks ; faith has brought forth her harp! (2) He 
hath dealt bountifully with me’ (ver. 6) :—Memory 
is adding her note, recalling His past dealings. 
Sweetening the Present with the Past! (3) ‘My 
heart shall rejoice’ (ver. 5) ‘in thy salvation,’ or ‘ det 
my heart rejoice,—this poor broken heart which 
seemed as if it never could smile again! Nay (4) ‘I 
will sing unto Jehovah’ (ver. 6)—this helpless soul 
at the gates of Death, cannot keep silence, from its 
joy in God! 
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1. The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are 
corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that 
doeth good. 

2. The Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of 
men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. 

3. They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy : 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

4. Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up 
my people as they eat bread, and call not upon the Lord. 

5. There were they in great fear: for God is in the generation 
of the righteous. 

6. Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor, because the Lord is 
his refuge. 

7, Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! when 
the Lord bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall 
rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 


Psalm 
xiv. 


PSALM XIV 
THE FOOL’S HOPE 


THERE is a circumstance. about this Psalm which is 
striking. It is one of the Psalms which are repeated 
a second time. If it be compared with the liii. 
they will be found to be exactly the same, with two 
or three slight changes. For one thing, the fifth 
verse is changed into one which asserts that the 
bones of enemies are scattered by God. Slight 
changes in ver. 1 and 3 are to be noted in the 
words used. And in the Name of God, the name 
Jehovah in ver. 1, 4, 6 and 7, is changed into 
Elohim, the former being the Covenant name, and the 
latter the Creation Name of God. In the Septuagint 
also, followed by the Prayer Book Version, five 
passages quoted by St Paul in Romans iii. 10-12, 
are inserted in Psalm liii. between ver. 3, 4. 
The result of these changes is to show that probably 
the early Psalm of David’s time was altered, to 
embrace the result of God’s dealing with the Army 
of Sennacherib, or some similar destruction, at a 
much later date ; and that at the time of the change, 
the use of the Covenant Name of God had become 
uncommon among the Jews, which is a rather note- 
worthy fact. The addition in the Septuagint would 
appear to have been a change made (?) sometime in 
the early Christian era. 
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But, to turn to the meaning and spiritual teaching Psalm 

of a Psalm, which was found to be so useful and Xiv. 
memorable by the people of Israel. There are men, God denied. 
and they seem to have been very numerous in 
David’s time, who said ‘in their hearts’ —‘there is 
no God!’ There are three classes of people, of whom 
this is still true, and has been in most centuries. 
There is the bold Atheist, who denies that there is, 
or can be, any such Being as God. There is the 
Agnostic, who goes more than half-way, and says, 
he does not know that there is any such Being. And 
there is the man who practically ‘in his heart,’ and 
in the custom of daily life, knows nothing of God, 
and thinks not of Him, and tries to believe that 
there is ‘no God.’ The first class really claim to be 
Omniscient themselves assuming to know what is not 
and cannot be, among the Infinitude of the wonders 
of Existence. The second are in ignorance, partly 
because they wish to be so, have put the evidence 
away, have looked at it with such a prejudice and 
bias, that they would not accept the proof, which 
Reason and Conscience both give to the existence of 
God. The third class, are those who from an evil 
heart and life, have closed their ears and soul, and 
to whom God practically is not. It is this last class 
which is so common, that the writer has to deal with 
in the Psalm. 

What are the results of this practical Atheism ? What it is to 
Here they are set forth in order,—ten in number, an Po Without 
ominous ‘ black list.’ They are ‘ corrupt,’—spiritual 
life has gone out of them and they are fast corrupt- 
ing in decay. ‘They have done abominable works,’ 
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alluding probably to sensual and disgraceful practices. 
‘There is none that doeth good’ (ver. 1): some may 
be amiable, but a life of ‘goodness’ is not known 
among them. Inquiry has been made whether there 
might not be a few exceptions; Jehovah looked 
down from Heaven to see if there were not ‘one’; 
but ‘no, not one’ (ver. 3), who dealt wisely, or did 
even ‘seek after God.’ Adi had gone aside, and had 
‘become filthy ’ (note the process of deterioration in 
the child or youth, on!). God has come to this 
conclusion after looking down on men and their 
hearts (ver. 3). He even wonders that it is so; 
that men are so foolish: who go on to destroy His 
people, and trample on them: who know not what 
it is to pray, nor look up, nor ask anything from 
God. And then there comes to them; for their 
good, if that were possible! a time of fear, A 
thought strikes chill to their hearts, to see the 
generation of the Righteous prosperous, or in peace, 
in life or in death. But the fear is short-lived, they 
will not be restrained: they will put forth their 
wicked power: they put to shame the counsel of the 
poor. They laugh at it and then they do their 
best to confound it, and bring it to nought. But 
they find this beyond their power. Something, 
they know not what, is too strong for them. They 
see the poor delivered and at peace. They do not 
see Who is protecting them. ‘But Jehovah is his 
Refuge.’ 

The Psalmist comforts his own heart. How often 
has he lamented, and even been dismayed over the 
triumph and the pretension of the evil! How often 
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has his heart sunk within him to see the people of Psalm 
the Lord ill-treated and scorned! Ah! the light xiv. 
begins to shine. His petition rises to the all- 
powerful Refuge. ‘Oh that the Salvation of Israel 
were come out of Zion!’ Three words, all full of 
meaning: Salvation, Israel, Zion! How much 
they mean in the Future, which has not yet come to 

us. But we too join with David here in his prayer 
and hope. ‘Oh that it were come!’ ‘For when 
Jehovah bringeth back the captivity of His people’ 
(the captivity to earthly enemies, and still more to 

sin and Satan!) ‘Then shall Jacob rejoice, and 
Israel shall be glad.’ Yes: and then the glory of 
the Lord shall appear to all the Earth! 
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1. Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in 
thy holy hill? 

2. He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and 
speaketh the truth in his heart. 

3. He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to 
his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour. 

4. In whose eyes a vile person is contemned ; but he honoureth 
them that fear the Lord. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and 
changeth not. 

5. He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh 
reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things shall 
never be moved. 
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THE WORTHY WORSHIPPER 


Ir may have been just after the Ark had been Psalm xv. 
recovered from the Philistines and had been six 

months in the house of Obed-Edom, that this Psalm 

was written by David. He himself had had a most A Humbling 
humbling lesson, which neither King nor People were =*Penence- 
likely soon to forget. He had not been worthy to 

have the Ark in any house of his. It needed a 

purer and a more obedient Home. But at length 

a change had come; the storm of pride and passion 

and fear had passed away; and, desiring to have 

the worship of God set up in Zion, David had 
sought God’s presence ‘after the manner’ required 

by the Law: and, with’such joy and dancing and 
praise as had not been seen in Israel for many a year, 

the Ark had found its Resting-Place. The King had 

built a tent to hold it; and God was henceforth to 

be known by a new title, ‘The God of Zion!’ This 

then is ‘a new Song ;’ one of the ‘Songs of Zion.’ 

And here, at an early stage of the new Tabernacle’s David's 
history, David puts the question, which goes to Geen. 
the foundation of all worship and service of God. 
‘Jehovah, who shall abide in Thy Tabernacle? who 
shall dwell in Thy Holy Hill? It seems as if he had 
in view, to begin with, the Priests and the Levites, 
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those whose business it was to lead and conduct the 
service of God, those whose dwelling, whose Home 
should be beneath the shadow of His wings, and in 
presence of the Most High who ‘dwelleth between 
the cherubim.’ Here then we may discover once 
for all, what is the nature of the worship which 
God required from Israel; whether it is in its 
essence ceremonial and outward, or whether it be 
what we term ‘spiritual.’ And could any thing be 
more definite, or conclusive? There are no forms or 
ceremonies, no incense or attitudes, no robes or 
postures laid down; or even alluded to. What 
a remarkable silence, to Israel then, and to us still, 


- as we meditate upon it! Whatever these forms 


The Answer 
—Positively. 


were to be, is not said here; something else occupies 
the attention of the writer and of us who read. A 
full sketch is given of the true worshipper, positive 
and negative, his heart, his character, his attitude 
towards God and men. Let us listen, and give heed. 

Three things are spoken about the man—his walk, 
his work, his speech. An ‘upright’ walk, or as the 
word means but our translators feared to put it, 
‘a perfect walk,’ that is one of integrity, and utter 
honesty, pretending to nothing which he did not 
possess. He that ‘worketh Righteousness,’—perhaps 
the most notable and outstanding of all the 
requirements of the Law of God—Righteousness, as 
meant in the idea of God. ‘Speech,’ answering to 
the heart which utters it, jealously guarding every 
word, lest we say more than we mean and believe. 
These three are the positive requirements which 
come first and are expected of these Jewish 
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worshippers. Do they not go very deep? Do they Psalm xv. 
not stir up Conscience in ourselves? Do they not 
humble us as we read ? 

But to make more sure, there are negative tests The Answer 
added, things which must not be in the worshipper, Gee 
things which would prevent any acceptable service. 

There must be no ‘ backbiting with his tongue’; no 
speaking evil of others where they do not hear, and 
cannot explain or answer. There must be no ‘ doing 
of evil against his neighbour,’—his neighbour here 
being perhaps understood as the man who lived 
near and whose manner of life might be seen, when 
he did not dream of it. There must be no ‘taking 
up a repreach against his neighbour’ (ver. 3), a 
different word, with obviously some change of sense, 
possibly a wider sense, one whom he knew in 
business, or acquaintanceship (wherever he lived) ; 
an evil story must not be carried round, or repeated, 
or whispered. There must be no doing honour to, 
or praising, or valuing ‘a vile person’ (ver. 4); but 
an open face to that which is good and against that 
which is evil; and if there be vileness, or impurity, 
or double-dealing in one’s self, (as the Jewish 
Targum suggests here), even then we must despise 
ourselves for it. He must not take back his solemn 
word, and break it, if he discovers that it will bring 
him into ‘ hurt’ and trouble, which he did not count 
on, when he spake. He must hold to his promise, 
though it ‘hurt’ him! He must not ‘put out his 
money to usury.’ This was forbidden in the law 
to be demanded of any brother Israelite, though 
permitted against strangers. 

91 


The Psalms: their Spiritual Teaching 


Psalm xv. What we now mean by ‘usury’ is a very great, 


The Test 
and the Men 
of To-day. 


though not a very common evil, which some- 
times comes to the front in our Courts of Law, 
where money-lenders bleed their victim almost 
to death. Certainly, all that is covered by the 
words of the Psalm. No doubt more is covered 


by them. But it would need much space and 


time to investigate the matter fully, and we do 
not enter into it farther at present. These, and the 
concluding marks of the true worshipper, that he 
does not ‘take reward against the innocent’ (ver. 5), 
which refers to the great evil of Judicial Bribery, 
both in giving and accepting, so common in most 
countries, but which we hopefully declare is almost 
unknown among onrselves—these are the marks of 
the man whom God will acept in His holy hill, when 
worshipping in His Sanctuary. And we fearlessly 
challenge the verdict, when and where was a more 
spiritual requirement set as a fence against and 
around any true worship of God? How many, in 
our Christian land, entering the House of Prayer, 
would be checked, and refused admittance, and 
turned back, if they were submitted to an examination 
like this, by One who knew all! And even if we are 
not to apply the rule just in this way, to the outward 
Service and Temple,—yet which of us does not feel 
that even yet we need constantly forgiveness, and 
purification, ere we ‘stand upon God’s Holy Hill!’ 
Here are tests, for the communicant, and for the 
worshipper also! 
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1, Preserve me, O God : for in thee do I put my trust. 

2. O my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, Thou art my Lord: 
my goodness extendeth not to thee; 

8. But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, 
in whom is all my delight. 

4. Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another 
god: their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, nor take up 
their names into my lips. 

5. The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: 
thou maintainest my lot. 

6. The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places ; yea, I have 
B goodly heritage. 

- I will bless the Lord, who hath given me counsel: my reins 
also instruct me in the night seasons. 

8. I have set the Lord always before me: because he is at my 
right hand, I shall not be moved. 

9. Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my 
flesh also shall rest in hope. 

10. For thou wilt not leaye my soul in hell; neither wilt thou 
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 

11. Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is ful- 
ness of joy ; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore. 
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PSALM XVI 
‘MY LOT’ 


PsaLM xvi. is one of those which come most 
home to our hearts, and it appeals to very many ; 
if for no other reason than that we see in it two 
figures, and hear two voices. The one figure is 
David: the other is Jesus Christ. 

As in most of David’s utterances, there are the 
dark and the bright, the former coming first. His 
faith has hold; but it needs to have hold, and to 
hold fast. He has tried many things for satisfaction, 
many refuges: but to One, he comes back unfailing- 
ly ; God, only God, is to be trusted. The strange 
utterance of ver. 2 and 3 have been differently 
rendered, as in two lines of thought. It is difficult 
to say which expresses most exactly his meaning ; 
but both are possible, and each is an utterance 
which souls seek for themselves. It may mean: 
‘Thou art independent of any goodness of mine and 
of anything that I can do: but as for the saints and 
excellent of the earth whom I can delight in, these 
I can gladly help.’ Or it may mean: ‘Thou art my 
only good, in Heaven or earth: and the excellent 
of the earth, who are Thy saints, they only shall be 
my friends!’ Can we not take home both thoughts 
and rejoice humbly in them before the Lord ? 
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But round about in this evil world, for both in Psalm 
David’s time, and our own, it can be called nothing Xvi. 
less, there are many who will not take Jehovah for 
their God ; they have idols of their own whom they 
follow, whom they cling to, for whom they make 
sacrifices, and through whom they suffer. And these 
are not always those who sin through ignorance ; 
but many who, from the love of sin, will not submit 
to God. Ah! their portion shall be bitter enough. 

Be they far from me! Their offerings to their idols 
let me have no part in; their pleasures, their amuse- 
ments, and their honours let me never seek ! 

Note the rapid succession of thoughts which pass The Lord’s 
through the Psalmist’s mind in these early verses sede 
of the Psalm. (1) The Rest of Faith, which for him- 
self he knows; (2) the independence of God on any 
thing that the creature can do; (3) the need of the 
saints, and how it may be supplied ; (4) our joy in 
the Lord’s people, the ‘One Body,’ which we know 
to be in Christ ; (5) separation from sin includes 
and implies separation from sinners, a gulf already 
begun, which rapidly deepens and widens. 

Then note what is said of evil men. (1) The Evil Men. 
rapid increase of their sorrows: these are not merely 
added to, they are multiplied, the rate of progress 
being many times as great as in the other case; 

(2) the conscious turning away from, and turning to ; 

away from God, and to false gods, or idols, or objects 

which practically dominate their lives ; (3) the haste 

in which such departure begins or adopts as its 

manner or rule of life; (4) their ‘offerings,’ at that 

early time, of ‘blood’ literally, and now of the very 
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blood and marrow of our lives and being. What a 
picture in its suggestiveness, of what is sometimes 
strictly concealed ! 

But the Psalmist himself has no share in all this. 
He has chosen otherwise, and does not repent. 
‘Jehovah is the portion of mine inheritance and of 
my cup; Thou—’ (note how constantly the believing 
soul’s sentiment passes into prayer; there is but a 
step between !—) ‘ Thow maintainest my lot’ (ver. 5). 
David was apparently a fugitive, perhaps still fleeing 
from Saul. Nothing was his now; not even a 
home; only the resting-place of the week or the 
night; he was like a Levite, who had no earthly 
portion, save God Himself: and therewith the Levite 
and David were content! > 

Note then how he goes over the things that are 
his not to complain, but to rejoice in them, ‘counting 
his blessings.’ (1) ‘My inheritance’ ; (2) ‘ My cup,’ 
for which I thirst ; (3) ‘My lot,’ which has fallen to 
me, when God shook out the ‘lots’ of the people; 
(4) ‘My lines,’ so ‘pleasant,’ not hard but sweet ; 
(5) ‘The goodly heritage,’ which came not from 
earthly parent, but from my Heavenly Father! 
(vers. 5, 6). 

For all this, he ‘blesses Jehovah,’ never weary of 
dwelling on the many sides and aspects of His 
mercies. And here he must not forget that Jehovah 
has been and is his Teacher, giving him ‘counsel,’ 
and giving him instruction even in the ‘night 
seasons’; perhaps in holy dreams (what a blessing 
to have these, and how very few of us have them!) 
perhaps in the waking hours, when it is so difficult 
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to fix our thoughts on God. But David could Psalm 
(ver. 7). Therefore ‘his heart was glad’; ‘ his inmost Xvi. 
soul and spirit (“his glory”) rejoiced’; and his A Happy 
‘flesh also shall rest in hope’ (ver. 9). It dwells =e 
in safety; it fears nothing in the day-time, and at 

night how trustfully it lies down to sleep. He 

looks forward to Sheol: the grave; but he has no 

fear ; he will not be left there! ‘God’s beloved shall 

not see the pit, or continue in it’ (ver. 10). How 

much he knew, we dare not say: it behoves us not 

to guess. But we know; and we take up his words 

with a new meaning, and feel them quiver as we 

make them ours! there is before him, a future which 
includes Death! Yes, but here are his prospects, as 

he puts them himself: (1) The path of life; (2) 

God’s own Presence ; (3) Fulness of joy; (4) God’s 

Right Hand; (5) Pleasures for evermore! 

May we not ask with wonder: Are these David’s 
words? Was that David’s cry? Is this a Jewish 
Psalm ? Is this an Old Testament saint, whose hope, 
and joy, and praise, are making us all ashamed ? 

But what we have said already concerns what we Messiah. 
called at the beginning one figure and one voice in 
the Psalm: David’s! But there is a second Figure, 
and a second Voice. The tenth verse is quoted 
twice in the New Testament; and quoted without 
a doubt or misgiving that it means and refers to 
Jesus Christ. When Peter stood up at Pentecost 
‘filled with the Holy Ghost, and made Jerusalem 
ring with his words, he quoted two Old Testa- 
ment passages. One was from the prophet Joel, 
describing the very things which his hearers saw 
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and heard. The other quotation is that taken 
from Psalm xvi., and it is the tenth verse on 
which he relies to show that David, patriarch and 
prophet, plainly declared that Jesus Christ would 
rise ‘from the Dead,’ that ‘His soul should not 
be left in Hades,’ nor ‘His flesh see corruption.’ 
(Acts ii. 30, 31). And St Peter does not stand 
alone. Paul the Apostle follows in his steps, and 
rests his argument at Antioch in Pisidia, on the 
same verse in this Psalm, declaring that David 
therein predicts the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the Dead (Acts xiii. 34-36). 

I am not writing for those to whom it is open 
to cross swords with the Apostles and their inspired 
commentaries on the Word of God. To me, and 
to those who accept all New Testament teaching, 
these passages show another Figure, and make me 
hear another Voice than David’s. I read Christ’s 
Name; I find Christ’s Resurrection in the closing 


_ words of this Psalm. Where the prediction begins, 


where the David-experience passes into Christ's; 
whether from the beginning of the Psalm, or where 
in it, I know not, and do not need to know. But 
where Peter and Paul have found Him, I find Him 
to-day, to my thankfulness and joy. The path of 
Life, the Fulness of Joy, the Right Hand of the 
Father, were His; and, thank God! shall be mine! 
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1. Hear the right, O Lord, attend unto my cry, give ear unto 
my prayer, that goeth not out of feigned lips. 

2. Let my sentence come forth from thy presence; let thine 
eyes behold the things that are equal. 

3. Thou hast proved mine heart; thou hast visited me in the 
night; thou hast tried me, and shalt find nothing: I am purposed 
that my mouth shall not transgress. 

4. Concerning the works of men, by the word of thy lips I have 
kept me from the paths of the destroyer. 

5. Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps slip not. 

6. I have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, O God: 
incline thine ear unto me, and hear my speech. 

7. Show thy marvellous loving-kindness, O thou that savest by 
thy right hand them which put their trust in thee from those that 
rise up against them. 

8. Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow 
of thy wings, 

9. From the wicked that oppress me, from my deadly enemies, 
who compass me about. 

10. They are inclosed in their own fat: with their mouth they 
speak proudly. 

11. They have now compassed us in our steps; they have set 
their eyes bowing down to the earth ; 

12. Like as a lion that is greedy of his prey, and as it were a 
young lion lurking in secret places, 

13, Arise, O Lord, disappoint him, cast him down: deliver my 
soul from the wicked, which is thy sword : 

14. From men which are thy hand, O Lord, from men of the 
world, which have their portion in this life, and whose belly thou 
fillest with thy hid treasure: they are full of children, and leave 
the rest of their substance to their babes. 

15. As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall 
be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness, 
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Ir I must put this Psalm into one word, I call it, 
an Appeal. The author,—let us say, David, again, 
presents himself for the Judgment of God. He has 
been condemned by men, his enemies, who have 
found him guilty of some evil deed: but his 
conscience is clean from stain, and he does a very 
solemn thing, He takes an Appeal from these and 
other men, to the Searcher of Hearts. And his Appeal 
Case is called in the Court of Heaven. 

He then speaks to God upon the Throne (ver. 3). 
Thou knowest, Thou hast seen, Thou hast proved 
me! Whatever my failings, which are all before 
Thee, Thou knowest that this hast not been done; 
not this violence and robbery with which I have been 
charged! I have been kept and held up; my feet 
have not slipped or stumbled in this thing ; Thou 
hast upheld my goings! Hence (ver. 6) I dare to 
cry unto Thee: do Thou hear! do Thou show and 
make known what is the truth; keep me, wholly, 
and tenderly, as is Thy wont! O God! I ask a great 
thing, in this time of trouble and attack, because I 
know what Thou art to those who trust in Thee. I 
ask that Thou shouldest ‘Keep me as the apple of 
the eye’: so easily hurt, so continually in danger of 
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injury, so sensitive. It is not my reputation for Psalm 
which I fear, but my Soul, my Conscience in Thy xvii. 
sight ; let me be able to look up with confidence, 

and to be sure of those ‘tender mercies,’ which have 
been ever of old! A little chicken, near my door 
to-day, saw danger approaching and fled at once to 

the Mother Hen, and was covered by her protecting 
wing: Lord, wilt Thou do that for me? Wilt 
Thou ‘hide me under the shadow of Thy wings’? 

Ah! little did David think that the words of 

this prayer of his, should sink so deep into the 
heart of God, that more than a thousand years 
afterwards God should use them to express His 
own Divine Desire towards Jerusalem — ‘as a 
Hen gathereth her chickens under her wings’ (Matt. 
xx 97). 

With such a prayer on his lips, David’s thought The 
turns to his enemies, ‘the wicked who oppress him,’ Seaet 
the deadly enemies, ‘the foes of has Soul (marg. ver. 

9), who ‘compass him about.’ He knows their pride 

and self-confidence; how sure they are; and how 
helpless he, in their sight! But are not they in God’s 

hands? And if all seems to prosper with them now, 

and the balance is in their favour ; yet this is their 

time ; they possess their portion; they are enjoying 

now all that is to be theirs. Earth and Life are good 

to them; but they have no future; nothing beyond. 

‘Men of the World,’ and of the present life. These 

things are not mine now ; they are theirs ; but what The Future 
of the time that has not yet come? Ah! that is for 4ss¥7e4. 
me! The Future is on my side! ‘As for me (ver. 

15) I will behold Thy face in Righteousness ; I shall 
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be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness.’ So 
prays our Psalmist. 

It is difficult to say what he meant, how much and 
how far his words went. It is difficult to believe 
that he did not understand more and look for more, 
after Death, than we can find set down in the Old 
Testament pages. The knowledge and trust of the 
heart that knows God, often, perhaps always, go 
farther than our calm theology. But there are two 
things which we venture to say, in face of all opposi- 
tion. David’s confidence here is in the personal God. 
Three times in the Psalm he has spoken of Jehovah, 
the Covenant God; and two of these are in the 
closing verses. God is much, very much to him. 
The future may be dark ; there may not be a star in 
sight ; he may not dare to speak and hardly to think, 
of what is after Death. But God,—his God !— 
his Covenant God, is his, and to be his, whatever 
comes. And he is ‘satisfied’ with that? Nay, there 
is something more which comes before him, ‘the 
likeness’ of God, which he is to see! 

And the other thing which I venture to say, is that 
we find in these words more than David did: for he 
said more than he understood or meant. God was 
speaking through him. God says here that His people 
sleep, and then wake ; that when they wake, they see 
God; and that they see Him in his ‘express Image’ 
and ‘likeness.’ They are to see Christ. ‘As for me, 
I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Him, —Thy 
likeness! Thy Son! 
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1, I will love thee, O Lord, my strength. 

2. The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer ; 
my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the 
horn of my salvation, and my high tower. 

3. I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised : so 
shall I be saved from mine enemies. 

4. The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of 
ungodly men made me afraid. 

5. The sorrows of hell compassed me about: the snares of death 
prevented me. 

6. In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried unto my 
God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came 
before him, even into his cars. 

7. Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations also of 
the hills moved and were shaken, because he was wroth. 

8. There went upa smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his 
mouth devoured : coals were kindled by it. 

9. He bowed the heavens also, and came down: and darkness 
was under his feet. ‘ 
10. And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: yea, he did fly 

upon the wings of the wind. 

11. He made darkness his secret place; his pavilion round 
about him were dark waters and thick clouds of the skies, 

12. At the brightness that was before him his thick clouds 
passed, hail stones and coals of fire, 

13. The Lord also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest 
gave his voice ; hail stones and coals of fire. 

14. Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered them ; and he 
shot out lightnings, and discomfited them. 

15. Then the channels of waters were seen, and the foundations 
of the world were discovered at thy rebuke, O Lord, at the blast 
of the breath of thy nostrils. i 

16. He sent from above, he took me, he drew me out of many 
waters, 

17. He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them 
which hated me: for they were too strong for me. 

18. They prevented me in the day of my calamity: but the 
Lord was my stay. 
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19. He brought me forth also into a large place; he delivered 
me, because he delighted in me. 

20. The Lord rewarded me ee to my righteousness ; 
according to the cleanness of my hands hath he recompensed 


me. 

21. For I have kept the ways of the Lord, and have not 
wickedly departed from my God. 

22. For all his judgments were before me, and I did not put 
away his statutes from me. 

23. I was also upright before him, and I kept myself from mine 
iniquity. 

24. Therefore hath the Lord recompensed me according to my 
righteousness, according to the cleanness of my hands in his 
eyesight. 

25. With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful : with an 
upright man thou wilt shew thyself upright. 

26. With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the 
froward thou wilt shew thyself froward. 

27. For thou wilt save the afflicted people; but wilt bring 
down high looks. 

28. For thou wilt light my candle: the Lord my God will 
enlighten my darkness. 

29. For by thee I have run through a troop; and by my God 
have I leaped over a wall. 

30. As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the Lord is 
tried: he is a buckler, to all those that trust in him, 

31. For who is God save the Lord? or who is a rock save our 
God ? 

32. It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my 
way perfect. 

33. He maketh my feet like hinds’ feet, and setteth me upon 
my high places. 

34, He teacheth my hands to war, so that a bow of steel is 
broken by mine arms. 

35. Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and 
thy right hand hath holden me up, and thy gentleness hath made 
me great, 

36. Thou hast enlarged my steps under me, that my feet did not 
slip. 

By. I have pursued mine enemies, and overtaken them: neither 
did I turn again till they were consumed. 

38. I have wounded them that they were not able to rise: they 
are fallen under my feet. 

39. For thou hast girded me with strength unto the battle: 
thou hast subdued under me those that rose up against me. _ 

40. Thou hast also given me the necks of mine enemies ; that I 
might destroy them that hate me. 

41. They cried, but there was none to save them : even unto the 
Lord. but he answered them not. 
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42. Then did I beat them small as the dust before the wind: 
I did cast them out as the dirt in the streets. 

, 43. Thou hast delivered me from the strivings of the people; 
and thou hast made me the head of the heathen: a people whom I 
have not known shall serve me. 

44. As soon as they hear of me, they shall obey me: the 
strangers shall submit themselves unto me. 

45. The strangers shall fade away, and be afraid out of their 
close places. 

46. The Lord liveth ; and blessed be my rock ; and let the God 
of my salvation be exalted. 

47. It is God that avengeth me, and subdueth the people under 
me. 

48, He delivereth me from mine enemies ; yea, thou liftest me 
up above those that rise up against me: thou hast delivered me 
from the violent man. 

49. Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the 
heathen, and sing praises unto thy name. 

50. Great deliverance giveth he to his king ; and sheweth mercy 
to his anointed, to David, and to his seed for evermore. 
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WILDERNESS 
Psalm Tuts Psalm stands out from all the others, with an 
VE individuality of its own when we learn that it has 


already appeared in the History of the Old Testament 
(2 Sam. xxii.) and is there given as part of the Bio- 
dor heeegse Rel graphy of David. It is the song which burst out from 
" his heart, when the long troubles of his persecution 
were over, and he could breathe freely at the scatter- 
ing of his enemies, and the removal of Saul. 

There are indeed differences in the two versions 
of the Psalm which are given us. The first verse 
appears only here in the Psalter. Another verse 
(ver. 2) is shorter, here, from the omission of two 
redundant words. In one or two cases, clauses 
have slightly changed their place. There has 
been a revision, when the song passed from the 
poet’s hand, and became a Psalm of the Sanctuary in 
which the people took part. But such changes 
leave the whole as it was; and serve only to bring 
it nearer us, in its truth and feeling, than it could 
otherwise have been. 

It tells a story, —the wonderful story of the 
wilderness life of David, as it looked to himself, just 
after it had ended. It is David’s heart laid bare ; 
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and perhaps it brings us nearer to the man than any Psalm 
other piece from his pen. xviii. 
- The Psalm begins (1-3) with an outburst of love Love 
to Jehovah the Covenant-making and Covenant- core 
keeping God,—‘I love Thee’ ; and then, name upon 
name, epithet on epithet, is piled, in a vain attempt 

to express all he wished to say :—‘My Rock, my 
Fortress, my Deliverer, my Strong Rock, my Trust, 

my Shield, the Horn of my Salvation, my High 
Tower’; eight words, seeking to tell what Jehovah 

had been to him; and that on Him, in Him, by 
Him, Rest and Deliverance had come. Here is the 

full heart, which overflows with trusting love! 
Would that it were ours! 

Then there comes (4-23), the story of his troubles Troubles 
as they rose in memory,—not clear, but mixed, Recorded 
blended, confused, each event appealing too much to 
feeling to be clearly set forth, The more distant 
troubles (5, 6) were the sorrows of Death and Hell, 
as if he had felt the chill breath of Death, and had 
really looked down into the smoking pit. Oh, those 
old days when he first felt abandoned to the horrors of 
destruction, and thought that all hope was gone! 
Then there followed (7-14) memories which seem 
to imply that the early scenes had been visited by 
terrible tempests, earthquakes, and thunder-storms, 
into which the fugitive read that he was forsaken of 
all ; when earth seemed to be rent asunder, and Nature 
to reject and refuse to cover the man whom his own 
countrymen had cast out. Then other troubles befel ; 
the state of constant danger (15-17), in the midst of 
which he lived for years, and never knew when 

107 


Psalm 
XVili. 
Persever- 
ance 


Rewarded. 


The Psalms: their Spiritual Teaching 


morning dawned, what he was to meet or know ere 
nightfall ! 

But in the midst of all he held fast. There was 
nothing else to trust to, and he did not cast away 
his only hope. Jehovah had been his stay; had de- 
livered him; had even rewarded him; because he 
had not departed from Him, because his hands were 
clean, because he had clung to God’s statutes and 
held fast in the dark and the danger (18-23). 


cle lara And so at length the Blessing had come; Jehovah 


had delivered him. (1) His own experience of the 
character of Jehovah had been very precious and 
wonderful (24-31). He had known God, and found 
Him to be more, far more, than he could have be- 
lieved. Oh! the blessedness of knowing God, the 
wonder of seeing within the veil, the Revelation of 
Him and His ‘ ways,’ which trial and suffering and 
danger bring to His own! (2) Jehovah had been his 
‘Strength,’ had ‘girded’ him, had made his way 
‘perfect,’ straight, clear, without a turning; had 
made ‘his feet like hinds’ feet,’ able to climb the 
precipice, to stand on the height, to walk over the 
rough places, to flee like the wild goat. God had 
taught ‘his hand to war,’ and given such strength to 
him that he could ‘ break a bow of steel.’ (3) Jehovah 
had been his Shield and Shelter, so that in all the 
skirmishes and fights that had occurred, he had 
escaped, his life in safety, and he hardly harmed. 
What a wonderful preservation he could trace in all 
the past! He could laugh at danger, because while 
others were falling, he had led a charmed life; and 
that was done by God! (4) Jehovah had given him 
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victory ; when he could not flee, nor escape, but was Psalm 
forced to fight, his small force had not been carried XViii. 
away before the enemy, like leaves before the wind; 

he had hardly ever encountered the King’s forces 
without being in a measure successful. (5) God had 
‘subdued them,’ had given him the necks of his 
enemies ; when they cried out for help none answered ; 

they were beaten as dust, they were cast out as the 
‘mire in the streets.’ Yes—it had been a wonder- 

ful story. And it was so, because (46-48) it was 
Jehovah who did it ; the living God, who had under- 
taken for him; the God of his salvation, who 
‘avenged him,’ and ‘subdued the people’! 

Hence (49, 50) he lifts up this song of thanksgiving Therefore 

and of praise. It is the record of years of persecu- the Thanks. 
tion and danger when he lived in constant dread of 
death ; when he found God sufficient for him, all- 
sufficient! Is there any Psalm or song on record 
where such a story is told so full of thankfulness ? 
Has God ever been praised so, for such a treatment 
and such a guidance ? How much David had learned ! 
How much he had been blessed through his trouble 
and his danger! It has all been mercy to God's 
anointed David, and ‘to his seed for evermore.’ 
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1, The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament 
sheweth his handywork. 

2. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge. 

3. There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not 
heard. 

4, Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words 
to the end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the 
sun. 

5. Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and 
rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. 

6. His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit 
unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat 
thereof. 

7. The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the 
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. 

8. The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the 
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 

9, The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever: the 
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 

10. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine 
gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 

11. Moreover by them is thy servant warned : and in keeping of 
them there is great reward. 

: ve Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret 
aults. 

13. Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let 
them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I 
shall be innocent from the great transgression. 

14, Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my 
heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my 
redeemer. 
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PSALM XIX 
THE WORLDS AND THE WORD 


Herg, at least, the Psalmist shows himself to be a Psalm 
great poet. In glowing words, he paints the Earth xix. 
and Heavens, and interprets also the need of the 
human soul. How many in every age, have felt 

their hearts beat quicker over these golden lines! In 
fourteen verses he has condensed and preserved a 

song of praise which the world could not now afford 

to lose. There is nothing personal in it, save the 
unconscious revealing of a heart on fire with love 

and wonder at what it sees of God. 

He speaks of two great books, Nature and Revela- The Two 
tion, which tell us of God. Two Revelations indeed, Books 
the Worlds, and the Bible! And while at the 
threshold, we pause, to remember that David’s Bible 
was a very small one, not yet possessing nearly the 
best part of ours, and not yet containing those pages 
with which David himself has enriched ours, we yet 
feel the more rebuked at his valuing Avs small Bible, 
more than we value ours! Let us see whether it is 
not so,as we proceed. Two parts of one Psalm: 
very unlike each other; not the same in their march 
and rhythm, not the same in their bearing and tune ; 
some have even ventured to question whether the 
same man could write both; yet it is the subject of 
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the second part which has altered the music of the 
first, and attuned its words to a simplicity and 
clearness which are deeper and more grand. 

The Heavens and ‘the Firmament’—so the 
Psalm opens, as with a trumpet roll. They both 
speak of the Creator’s glory, and tell us that: they 
are both made by His hand,—Hand-made by God! 
There is no articulate speech which is theirs, ‘ their 
voice is not heard’; but Day sounds out to day, to 
those who can interpret ; while N: ight withdraws the 
curtain, and shows what Day conceals, the mighty 
works of God. And this takes place everywhere. 
There is no clime, there is no sea, which does not 
take part. While Day is sounding in one hemi- 
sphere, Night is showing forth in the other. And 
their theme is the same, the wonderful works of 
God! In the Heavens too, God hath placed a 
Tabernacle, even like unto that which He commanded 
for Himself in Israel; a Tabernacle for the Sun to 
shine in, making a Shechinah for the World. And 
with what burning words the Psalmist tells of the 
Sun, and his daily course. It was what he saw 
overhead, above Jerusalem, morning by morning. 
Though I had seen the beauty of sunrise in these 
northern climes, I never felt the truth of David’s 
language, till over the hills of Moab I saw, thrice in 
one week, the Sun rise, bursting up into view with 
a giant's strength and eagerness, from my window 
to the north of Jerusalem. ‘There Psalm xix, 
began a new meaning and a new appeal to me. 
The Sun! ‘His going forth is from the End of 
the Heavens and his circuit to the ends of it: and 
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there is nothing hid from the heat thereof’ There Psalm 
is a shadow from the light, bright and beautiful as Xix. 
it is: but there is a subtler influence which has no 
shadow ; nothing hides ‘ from the heat’! (ver. 6). 

So closes the first part of our Psalm, Only six The other 
lines: yet these are worthy of their theme. And 300k. 
now he turns to something greater still. Yes, this 
man is a poet: but he is something more, and he is 
something better. What is his subject now? It is 
the Word of God, the Bible, the Revelation of God 
which comes from Himself. Not now inarticulate, 
but in plain, simple, intelligible language, which all 
may understand. By six different names he calls it, 
each bringing out a new feature which appeals to 
him, and which taken together show the wonder- 
ful variety which is in God’s Word, and which 
already David had discovered. It is ‘the Law of 
Jehovah’ and he calls it ‘perfect’ (ver. 7): mark 
how he will not let us or himself forget that the Law 
was given as part of a Covenant at Sinai, between 
God and His people ; a Covenant through which God 
takes the New Name of Jehovah. And this Law 
begins by ‘converting the soul.’ It is used for that 
purpose. /ts very perfection drives men to the 
shelter of the Saviour Whom the Covenant seals, 
and through which alone sinners are saved. ‘ Re- 
storing the soul,’ the R.V. puts it; bringing it 
into line with Psalm xxiii. 3, and Psalm ciii. 3. The 
soul is ‘restored’ through forgiveness, and being 
‘converted,’ that is, turned to God from sin and 
self. And so being forgiven, and converted, the 
Psalm goes on, ‘the testimony of Jehovah is sure, 
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making wise the simple.’ Yea, who so wise as they ? 
What wisdom lies in simplicity! And then ‘the 
statutes of Jehovah are right’ and they no longer 
terrify the forgiven man; but are the ‘rejoicing 
of his heart’ (ver. 8). ‘The Commandment of the 
Lord’ (note the singular,—the whole word is a 
commandment) is ‘pure, enlightening the eyes.’ 

Oh, what an opening of the eyes comes to the man 
when he has been brought into covenant with God, 
and how different everything looks to him now! 
‘The fear of Jehovah,’ that is, the worship of God, 
our devotions both public and secret, with others and 
alone, ‘the Fear of Jehovah is clean, enduring for 
ever”! Then also he can say that ‘the Judgments 
of Jehovah are true and righteous altogether’ (ver. 
9). They are never too severe. He is a faithful 
God. He keepeth truth for ever. His word never 
fails. His threatenings are as true as His promises. 
And they are as right and as worthy of Him. In 
any way that we can look at God’s word, in all its 
variety of teaching, it is perfect. 

And David knew it, even then; even so early. 
Listen: “More to be desired are they than gold, yea, 
than much fine gold; sweeter also than honey, and 
the honey comb ” (ver. 10). 

But he has something more to say. Oh how 
wholesome, and how needful are the teachings of 
Jehovah! ‘By them is thy servant warned!’ 
Wherefore, let him watch! ‘ And in keeping of them, 
there is great reward. Not ‘for keeping them,’ but 
‘an keeping them,’—there lies the blessing! Where- 
fore, let us see to it, that we do keep them, and that 
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we do not lose the reward! For there is much self- Psalm 
ignorance, and self-deceit. ‘Who can understand xix. 
his (his own) errors?’ And who shall cleanse 
himself from ‘secret faults?’ And, among other 
things, there are ‘presumptuous sins’! There is a 
sense in which every conscious sin of a Christian is 

‘a presumptuous sin.’ He knows it to be asin; he 
knows it ought not to be done ; how dares he do it 

in the face of God? Oh let us pray with David, 

‘let them not have dominion over me’! (ver. 13). 
Have I not a promise—‘ Sin shall not have dominion 
over you, for ye are not under the Law, but under 
grace’ (Rom. vi. 14)? Shall I not plead that 
promise, and trust God to keep me? And then, 
shall I know what David tells us here, as he closes 

his wonderful Psalm of praise, ‘ then shall the words 

of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable in Thy sight, O Jehovah, my Strength. 

and my Redeemer’! (ver. 14). Amen. 
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1. The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble; the name of the 
God of Jacob defend thee ; 

2. Send thee help from the sanctuary, and strengthen thee out 
of Zion; 

Se og! all thy offerings, and accept thy burnt sacrifice 5 
Selah. 

4. Grant thee according to thine own heart, and fulfil all thy 
counsel. 

5. We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the name of our God 
we will set up our banners: the Lord fulfil all thy petitions. 

6. Now know I that the Lord saveth his anointed ; he will 
hear him from his holy heaven with the saving strength of his 
right hand. 

7. Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will 
remember the name of the Lord our God. 

8. They are brought down and fallen: but we are risen, and 
stand upright. 

9. Save, Lord: let the king hear us when we call. 
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Tuts and the following Psalm are two halves of a Psalm xx. 

song, apparently of David, which go together as we 

found in several of the early Psalms. The one is a 

prayer during a time of stress and trouble; and the 

other is a thanksgiving for the mercy which has 

been given in response to the prayer of the first part. 
The xxth Psalm is itself also double. The Two Parts. 

first part (ver. 1-5) is Intercession for the King. 

The picture given us is very striking—A sacrifice is 

going on. Standing back in sight of the Altar is 

the King, along with his retinue: close to it are the 

officiating priests. It is a Burnt-Offering (the 

Holah) which is being consumed, and the Meat- 

Offering, (the Minchah), ‘the Memorial . . . a sweet 

savour unto Jehovah,’ which is also being burned. 

From the Priest, the first part of the Psalm comes, 

as an intercession for the King. He is pleading 

over the Altar, from the ‘Sanctuary,’ standing on 

Zion, God’s holy hill. ‘Jehovah hear thee, O King, 

in this day of trouble’! Remember this thy 

memorial; and accept this thy Burnt-Sacrifice. 

Selah: think of that!’ There is Sacrifice, and 

Blood, behind our prayer! Me ia 
Note the threefold occurrence of the NAmn, and and the Use. 
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defend thee’ (ver. 1) (not, God of Israel; but of 
Jacob): Jacob in his frailty, his banishment, his trial, 
ere yet his new name was given him: He is the 
God of weak ones, still! Then in (ver. 5), it is ‘the 
Name of our God,’—in it ‘ we will wave our banners.’ 
And once more (ver. 7) ‘We will remember the 
Name of Jehovah, our God.’ The God of Jacob; 
the Name of our God; the Name of Jehovah, our 
God, in Covenant, with us also! 

Next, note the verbs which come one after the other, 
with such wealth and variety of prayer and meaning. 
Hear, three times, ver. 1, 6, 9. Help, Remember, 
Accept, Grant, Fulfil (ver. 4, 5), Saveth, Saving, 
Save (ver. 6, 9). ‘He saveth; He is saving ; Lord, 
save! What intensity of prayer, and what variety 
of argument. And see how much it asks for: all 
the desire: all the counsel: all the petitions: 
everything you wish for. ‘Ye shall ask what ye will, 
and it shall be done unto you.’ (John xv. 7). 

The second part of the prayer passes from inter- 
cession, to assurance, almost to thanksgiving. ‘We 
will rejoice’ (ver. 5); we will ‘wave our banners’ 
(ver. 5). It is almost as if the King had in person 
taken up the strain, and as if the priest were now 
listening—‘ Now, know I that Jehovah saveth His 
Anointed’ (v. 6). Let us put the word as in 
Hebrew: it is significant. ‘Jehovah saveth 
Messiah, —His Messiah, whom He hath chosen, 
appointed, and sent. His Christ, as the New 
Testament translates. For it brings home to us, 
what the Jewish Targum long ago pointed out, that 
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this and the next, are Messianic Psalms, and that we Psalm xx. 
must see Him here, as well as David. For He had 
a day of trouble; He prayed and was prayed for ; 
He stood at the Altar, and there He Himself was 
offered up: and there He prayed to Jehovah, His 
God, and ‘was heard in that He feared.’ So the 
King of Israel passes before us and we see Christ 
behind! Almost everything in the Psalm bears this 
double meaning. David, with his weakness and his 
imperfection: Messiah, God’s Messiah, with his purity 
and his load. ‘We will rejoice in Tuy Salvation!’ 
We trust, not in chariots, nor horses, nor hosts 
ready for the battle: but ‘in the Name’ of our God, 
—the Name of Christ ! 

“Save, Lord! let the King hear us’: or possibly 
‘God, save the King, and hear us when we call!’ 
Do not fail to learn, that from this verse in the Vul- 
gate, so understood, our national cry and prayer has 
come. ‘God save the King.’ It is so: and is one 
of the things which old England derived straight from 
the Bible! 
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1, The king shall joy in thy strength, O Lord; and in thy 
salvation how greatly shall he rejoice! 

2. Thou hast given him his heart’s desire, and hast not with- 
holden the request of his lips. Selah. 

3. For thou preventest him with the blessings of goodness: thou 
settest a crown of pure gold on his head. 

4, He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, even length of 
days for ever and ever. 

5. His glory is great in thy salvation: honour and majesty hast 
thou laid upon him. 

6. For thou hast made him most blessed for ever: thou hast 
made him exceeding glad with thy countenance. 

7. For the king trusteth in the Lord, and through the mercy of 
the most High he shall not be moved. 

8. Thine hand shall find out all thine enemies: thy right hand 
shall find out those that hate thee. 

9. Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in the time of thine 
anger: the Lord shall swallow them up in his wrath, and the fire 
shall devour them. 

10. Yheir fruit shalt thou destroy from the earth, and their 
seed from among the children of men. 

11. For they intended evil against thee : they imagined a mis- 
chievous device, which they are not able to perform. 

12, Therefore shalt thou make them turn their back, when thou 
shalt make ready thine arrows upon thy strings against the face 
of them. 

13. Be thou exalted, Lord, in thine own strength: so will we 
sing and praise thy power. 
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Tux intercession of Psalm xx. having been answered Psalm 
by God, there has been a signal victory won: and so xxi. 
King, and priests, and people join in this acknowledg- 
ment and thanksgiving. It goes up in the name of 
the King ; and even the Jews of old did not fail to 
see that it was Messiah who was speaking here. 
Not that David loses his place; he stands there as 
ever: but like a man standing high up in a sunset, 
a glory not his own is on him. He casts a shadow 
much larger than himself! 

The structure of the Hebrew language which has a Re- 
no present tense but only a prolonged past, and a membrance 
future already begun, lends a slight confusion to the od eae 
translation of this Psalm. ‘The King rejoices in thy 
strength, O Jehovah, and how greatly, in Thy salva- 
tion.’ Here, and in ver. 7, the psalmist King pours 
out his heart in the song. ‘Thou hast given him his 
heart’s desire, and hast not withholden the request 
of his lips’ (ver. 2). ‘Selah—Think of that’! 
Think of God remembering everything: of His giving 
not less than we asked; nay, giving more! Do we The Value 
not sometimes go back on our own past; and think ee. 
what we would have done if we could; how we . 
would have arranged; what we would have pro- 
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Psalm vided; and then are forced to say—God has done 
Xxi. better? And that goes on till I think, we are often 
afraid to map out the future, and say, ‘Oh, do this 
for me, and that!’ Were it not better to say, ‘Lord 
I leave the future with Thee; I can trust Thee to do 
better than I could devise!’ See what David has to 
say here. ‘Thou preventest (Thou dost go before 
me) with the blessings of goodness (what a wonder- 
ful phrase it is ;) the very blessings which come from 
Goodness and bear the stamp of their origin! Or 
the blessings which are the very essence of goodness ! 
Not what J thought, or wished, or asked—but the 
very best! “He asked life of Thee ”’ (ver. 4) mean- 
ing thereby, to be spared in the battle, or to live to 
be an old man, and to be able to enjoy life, when it 
came: but what was the answer? Immortality : 
‘length of days for ever and ever.’ Is there any 
method of minimising this phrase, so as to confine 
it to mere earthly existence? Does it not assert, or 
at least imply, for David, something more? He 
‘glories’ in the salvation of God; he is wearing 
‘honour and majesty’ as the robes which God has 
put upon him; he is made ‘most blessed for ever,’ 
and ‘exceeding glad with God’s countenance.’ The 
‘exceedings,’ and ‘ exceedinglys ’ of our English Bible 
are well worth studying: but is there one of them 

more joyful or blessed than this of David ? 
The And it all comes, because he ‘is TRUSTING IN 
Reward of Jnuovaun’ (ver. 7). May I ask the reader to lay down 
i the book for a little, and pause over it, and try to take 
in the thought that David says this? A joy and a_ 
gift which made his crown and kingdom as nothing ; 
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which come to him from the face of God: and come Psalm 
simply because he is trusting inGod! Do we know, *Xi. 
in all our reading, not to say, our experience, any 
saint who ever understood more how Heaven begins 
on earth ? 

And then there follows a lesson which we are all The 
in need of learning, how side by side with all this —— 
goes the awful state of the wicked; of those who Rebellious, 
shut out God from their hearts and lives. How 
strong the language is about them! How certainly 
the curse comes into the hearts of those, who turn 
away from God. How they bring a curse on their 
children also, from their example and their teaching 
and their influence for evil! How the army of the 
wicked, gathered to fight against God and His people, 
are met by a flood of arrows in their faces; for they 
‘intended evil against Him’ and His children. The 
wrath of God is only less wonderful than His love! 
The Bible is as faithful in its warnings, as in its 
promises! ‘Be Thou exalted, O Jehovah, in Thine 
own strength. We will sing, and praise Thy power.’ 


/ 


‘God has His best things for the few 
Who dare to stand the test: 
God has His second choice for those 
Who will not have Hzs best!’ 


‘If God gave me the choice’ (says an old writer), 
‘TI would ask Hum to choose for me!’ 
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1. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art 
thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring ? 

2. O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; and 
in the night season, and am not silent. 

3. But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of 
Israel. 

4. Our fathers trusted in thee: they trusted, and thou didst 
deliver them. . , 

5. They cried unto thee, and were delivered : they trusted in 
thee, and were not confounded. 

6. But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and 
despised of the people. 

7. All they that see me laugh me to scorn : they shoot out the 
lip, they shake the head, saying, 

8. He trusted on the Lord that he would deliver him : let him 
deliver him, seeing he delighted in him. 

9. But thou art he that took me out of the womb: thou didst 
make me hope when I was upon my mother’s breasts. 

10. I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my God 
from my mother’s belly. 

11, Be not far from me: for trouble is near: for there is none 
tohelp. 

12. Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan 
have beset me round. 

13, They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and 
a roaring lion. 

14. Iam poured out like water, and all my bones are out of 
joint i my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my 

owels, 

15, My strength is dried up like a potsherd ; and my tongue 

: eae to my jaws ; and thou hast brought me into the dust of 
eath. 

16. For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked 
have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet. 

17. I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me, 

18. They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my 
vesture, 

19. But be not thou far from me, O Lord: O my strength, 
haste thee to help me. 
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20. Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the 
power of the dog. 

21. Save me from the lion’s mouth: for thou hast heard me 
from the horns of the unicorns. 

22. I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of 
the congregation will I praise thee. 

23. Ye that fear the Lord, praise him; all ye the seed of 
Jacob, glorify him ; and fear him, all ye the seed of Israel. 

24. For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the 
afflicted ; neither hath he hid his face from him ; but when he 
cried unto him, he heard. 

25. My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation: I will 
pay my vows before them that fear him. 

26. The meek shall eat and be satisfied: they shall praise the 
Lord that seek him : your heart shall live for ever. 

27. All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the 
Lord: and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before 
thee. 

28. For the kingdom is the Lord’s: and he is the governor 
among the nations. 

29. All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship: all 
they that go down to the dust shall bow before him: and none can 
keep alive his own soul. 

30. A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the Lord 
for a generation. 

31. They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a 
people that shall be born, that he hath done this. 
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PSALM XXII 
THE CROSS 


I po not question that this Psalm had a personal 
meaning for the man who wrote it, and that it bore 
on its face then the truth of some most painful 
experience. By tradition, it came from the pen and 
heart of David; and we have no better guess to 
offer as to its authorship. But there is no part of 
his story to which it seems specially to apply ; and 
it is a waste of time to allow ourselves to seek 
farther the first and personal application of its 
language. 

For whatever it may have meant to David, it has 
long meant only one thing for the Christian Church, 
IT IS THE Psat oF THE Cross. The first verse of 
the Psalm was uttered loudly by Jesus Christ, ‘at 
the ninth hour,’ very shortly before the end, as 
related both by St Mark and St Matthew, The 
last words that ‘He hath done it’ (ver. 31), are 
almost identical with the awful word which formed 
the last cry of Christ ‘Ir 1g FINISHED,’ ‘It is 
DONE, which St John is careful to give us (xix. 30) 
as heard by himself, though the other Evangelists 
have omitted it. And this may have been meant 
by the Lord ; repeating the last, as He had repeated 
the first word of the Psalm. 
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For verse by verse, we find the whole story of the Psalm 
Cross given here; and the Evangelists have xxii. 
specially called our attention to this. The Cross and — Details 
the Garden of Gethsemane, seem both glanced at in shadowed. 
ver. 2, the ‘Daytime’ and ‘the night-season.’ The 
‘taking upon Him the form of a servant’ and 
becoming ‘obedient unto Death, (Phil. ii. 8)—is 
even more forcibly set forth by David in these words 
(ver. 6), ‘I am a worm, and no man,’ a ‘reproach of 
men’ (‘a very scorn of men’ P.B.Y.) and ‘ despised 
of the people.’ The riot and bloody joy of Scribes 
and Priests and Pharisees, as they laughed and 
hooted, are all here (ver. 7), they ‘laugh me to 
scorn, they ‘shoot out the lip,’ they ‘shake the 
head.’ The ‘ pouring out of His soul unto Death’ as 
Isaiah puts it (lili. 12) is here described, not less 
powerfully, (ver. 14), ‘I am poured out like water, — 
words which St Paul evidently remembered when he 
wrote (2 Tim. iv. 6), ‘I am now ready to be 
offered (poured out).’ The ‘thirst’ on the Cross, 
which St John so specially records (xix. 28) with a 
reference to this and another passage ‘that the 
Scripture might be accomplished He saith, ‘I thirst’ 
is here (ver. 15), ‘my strength is dried up like a 
potsherd, and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws.’ The 
method of crucifixion, all unknown as it was to the 
Jewish Law, is clearly foretold by David here 
(ver. 16), ‘they pierced my hands and my feet.’ 
Again, the straining of bone and sinew, in the six 
hours on the Cross, is here twice over (ver. 14), 
‘My bones are out of joint’ (ver. 17), ‘I may tell all 
my bones: they look and stare upon me.’ Hven 
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the sudden thought of the soldiers to divide among 
themselves His garments by the casting of the Dice, 
is here (ver. 18), ‘they part my garments among 
them, and cast lots upon my vesture.’ Nay, the 
very jibes of the priests and elders, already written 
in God’s Book, are here in the very words that St 
Matthew preserves (ver. 8—St Matt. xxvii. 43). 
‘He trusted in God, let Him deliver him now, 
seeing he delighted in Him.’ 

I have quoted eleven details plainly written down 
in the Psalm, and plainly recorded by Evangelist or 
Apostle: is it not then truly, the history,—the 
spiritual history, of the Cross? For the Inspiration 
of the Psalmist, how strong an argument! For the 
explanation of the Atoning Sacrifice, appointed by 
God as needful, and rendered in ‘obedience,’ by 
Jesus Christ, how precious ! 

Note as we close, the two great lines of thought 
in the Psalm. The Agony! and the Triumph! The 
former is terrible. It is partly mental. ‘Why hast 
thou forsaken me?’ (ver. 1), ‘Thou hearest not!’ 
(ver. 2). ‘I was cast upon Thee from the womb: 
Thou didst make me hope’: but now! ‘Be not far 
from me; none to help: Thou hast brought me into 
the dust of Death: be not Thou far from me : 
haste ; deliver; save me’ (ver. 9-21). The Agony 
is also of the body, awful, indescribable! ‘I am 
poured out like water; all my bones out of joint; 
my heart is like wax, it is melted in the midst of my 
bowels; my strength is dried up; my tongue 
cleaveth to my jaws; save me from the lion’s 
mouth.’ There is said to be no pain like crucifixion ; 
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no Death like that. Every nerve in the body, a Psalm 
red-hot iron, burning, consuming, the flesh from *xii. 
within! So proceeds the Psalm for twenty-one 
verses. 

But then! a new note, clear like a clarion breaks The 
on the ear: ‘Thou hast heard me,’ in the midst of T™™ph. 
my danger, among ‘the horns of the wild bulls.’ 
And once sounded, it proceeds. ‘I will declare Thy 
Name, I will praise Thee; Ye that fear Jehovah, 
praise Him: All ye the seed of Jacob, glorify Him, 
fear Him.’ ‘He hath not despised the affliction of 
the afflicted: when he cried unto Him, He heard! 

My praise shall be of Thee; I will pay my vows. 
All the ends of the world shall remember and turn 
unto Jehovah ; they shall worship before Thee: the 
Kingdom is Jehovah’s; He is the Governor among 
the nations ; they shall come and shall declare His 
Righteousness unto a people that shall be born, that 
‘Tt is finished.’ God hath done this: God shall be 
glorified. Out of the Agony has come Victory ; 
after the Cross, Heaven,—a Heaven of the Saved! 

There are two chapters in the Old Testament 
which describe the Crucifixion long before it took 
place,—the xxii. Psalm, and the liii. of Isaiah ;—he 
who would understand its meaning, let him read the 
two! 


129 


PSALM XXIII 


1. The Lord is my shepherd ; I shall not want. 

2. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me 
beside the still waters. 

3. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for his name’s sake. 

4. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me ; thy rod and thy 
staff they comfort me. 

5. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over, 

6. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life ; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
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Coup any change of atmosphere be greater, than Psalm 
that between the xxii. and the xxiii. Psalms? Yet *%iii. 
not only do they stand side by side in our Bibles, but 

they are closely connected in experience. The one 
presupposes the other. Without the Cross, there 

could be no sheep-fold. Without Psalm xxii., there 

could be no Psalm xxiii. 

While Psalm xxii. is so occupied with Christ The 
as to cast wholly into the background all per-y Pate 
sonal application to its writer’s circumstances, a 
Psalm at once encourages, and even suggests such 
application. The mark of David is on every verse. 
‘The youngest, and behold, he keepeth the sheep.’ 

(1 Sam xvi. 11). And do we not read on, with 
peculiar interest, what follows my quotation? ‘Now 
he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, 
and goodly to look to. And the Lord said, Arise, 
anoint him; for this is he! ... And the Spirit 
of the Lord came upon David, from that day 
forward.’ (ver. 12, 13). It is the remembrance of 
that scene, when the prophet Samuel stood in his 
father Jesse’s house, with the whole family about 
him, and of the days that went before and followed 
after in the ‘wilderness’ of Judea, peaceful and 
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loving memories wafted into David’s heart in later 
days of trial and grave experience, that we discern 
and recognise in this Psalm. 

From the peculiarity (see p. 121) of the Hebrew 


- language which has no direct Present Tense, and 


regards the Present as but a passing moment between 
the Past which is not yet complete, and the Future 
which is already beginning, there is always a difficulty 
in translating these poetical and heart-felt songs 
sacred alike to Memory and to Hope. The experi- 
ence must be regarded as something which has been, 
is, and may be, in all Time. Especially so is it in a 
case like the present, where Peace and Confidence 
breathe in every line. 

Daring, almost beyond measure, are the opening 
words: — ‘Jehovah is my shepherd: I shall not 
(I do not) want.’ The Most High is a shepherd! 
And He is mine! I am under His care. He has | 
undertaken to provide for me. And nothing is 
wanting! I have everything! The solitary sheep 
is under His Hand ; and is glad to be able to tell to 
all who care to hear, that that means everything. 
Here is a Believer who is absolutely satisfied. A 
man who needs ask for nothing, save that he should 
continue to be as he is; and even that, he trusts the 
Shepherd to do for him by grace from day to day. 
If we dwell long enough in silence on the thought 
of such a Shepherd, and of such an experience, it 
seems one of the sublimest things told us in Scripture. 
Safety, Peace, Rest, have come to the soul; the 
Almighty is His Security and Keeper ;—he is as a 
sheep under the Shepherd’s care. Food and drink 
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are provided. The green pastures and the still Psalm 
waters,—these on the bare hill-sides and the semi- *xiii. 
Hilden which are everywhere; and _ perfect 
defence and safety from wild beasts. ‘He (observe 

how the Shepherd personally does every thing) 
maketh me lie down; leadeth me; restoreth my 
soul; leadeth me’ (a different word, guideth) ‘ in the 

paths of Righteousness’ (many paths, not merely 

one, and needing effort to climb) ‘for His Name’s 
sake.’ Here are the thoughts of protection, of 
satisfaction, of progress, of the right paths. 

All these bring up to us the early experience of A Remin- 
David’s life, when he did what he could, for each ‘°**° 
of his sheep. And this, and infinitely more than this, 
he means that Jehovah, his Shepherd, was doing for 
him! We must not fail to observe the ‘restoring of 
my soul,’ which indicates still the tendency to wander, 
and the need for the Shepherd Himself to be at 
hand, and to keep and watch over, the sheep which 
He has made His own! 

Next comes an experience totally different from 
anything which has as yet been alluded to in the 
Psalm. It is not always summer: it is not always 
peace. Danger, Darkness, Shadow, even Death, are The Shadow 
not far away. They are at hand. What does this ° 
Shadow of Death refer to? Not the actual Death 
of the Psalmist, for he survives to tell of it and 
of what follows. Not the experience of a friend 
or brother, for then he would be speaking in this 
verse not of his own case. It is some great crisis of 
the spiritual life, in which his weakness, and his 
suffering, were very great, and the darkness awful. 
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He has known it, and has been delivered. In the 
midst of it, he has found God present, even more 
present, or more consciously so, than when the 
pastures were green, and the waters still. And here 
the imagery gives place to the simple reality, and the 
description becomes a prayer. The sheep vanishes, 
giving place to the child : and the Shepherd disappears 
before the Father. It is no longer ‘ He is,’ it is 
‘THou ART with me’! Nowhere do we find God | 
go near, as in trouble. He is ‘a very present Help’ 
then! And in such solitude of trial, our deepest 
thoughtsare not told to men: all are directed to God. 
‘Thou art here!’ The ‘Rod’ defends me from 
enemies : the ‘staff’ is my director, my stay, and my 
‘comfort.’ I must die to self, if Christ is to live in 
me. It must be ‘not IJ,’ if it is to be ‘Christ liveth 
in me’ (Gal. iii. 20). And when that is done, as I 
walk through this Darkness of Humiliation, then all 
my Christian life is changed. It is no longer any 
life of mine, lived by effort and striving ; it is accept- 
ing Christ for every step and action, letting Him live 
through me. God is henceforth, the ‘worker ’ both 
‘to will and to do’ (Phil. ii. 13). 

The future of my life, so long as I ‘ abide in Him,’ 
is that which the Psalm goes on to describe. Some- 
thing much deeper, much richer, much more blessed 
than ‘green pastures.’ ‘God Himself prepares a 
Table before me,’ and it is ‘in the wilderness’: not 
my true home; only a place of residence for some 
time, with friends, and for work. But there is ‘food’ 
of which the world knows not. And there is the 
full cup which cannot contain all that God gives and 
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all that He is. And there is the Anointing of my Psalm 
Head, with the Holy Ghost. Angels to ‘minister’ xxiii, 
as they did to the Master though they are now unseen. 

The name of the one is Goodness ; the name of the 
other, Mercy. They wait upon me: in their hands 

they bear me up, ‘lest I dash my foot against a 
wilderness stone.’ They will be with me till my 
pilgrimage ends. And then—I go to ‘the House of 

the Lord’— to dwell there, to dwell with Him, for 
ever! I was God’s sheep: I am God’s child. I 
dwelt in the wilderness and was kept: I shall dwell 

in the Home with Him, for evermore ! 
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1. The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the world, 
aud they that dwell therein. 

2. For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon 
the floods. 

3. Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall 
stand in his holy place ? 

4. He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart: who hath not 
lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 

5. He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteous- 
ness from the God of his salvation. 

6. This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy 
face, O Jacob. Selah. 

7. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye ever: 
lasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. 

8. Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, 
the Lord mighty in battle. 

9. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye ever- 
lasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. 

10. Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the 
King of glory. Selah. 
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Tas Psalm is a triumphal march. There is no Psalm 
reason to doubt that we know the occasion on which xxiv. 
it was composed and sung. It is one of three Psalms 

which celebrate the bringing of the Ark of God home The Ark at 
to the Hill of Zion, after it had blessed the House of Zion. 
Obed-Edom: and when David repentant, obedient, 

and filled with an ecstatic joy, danced on the highway 

to the disgust of his wife Michal. It is good for us 

to place ourselves among that crowd, to stand on 

Zion when for the first time it has become the Hill 

of God, to listen in our secret hearts, to these very 

words first sung there, and to take part for ourselves 

with the joyful king. 

It is also well to remember the application of the 
Psalm to something much nobler and higher. It is 
the last of a sacred triad of holy song. The Cross; 
the Sheepfold ; the Ascension of Messiah. For to 
this also the Psalm lends itself, and was meant so 
to do. 

‘The earth is Jehovah’s,’ (the whole earth); the The Earth 
world, and they that dwell therein: for He hath * 9s: 
founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the 
floods’ (ver. 1). What a burst of adoration, at once 
declaring that any local place of worship for Jehovah 
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could be no honour to Him, for He was Lord of all 
Everything was due to Him ; for everything was His. 
Earth, and sea, and man, and all the glory of the 
Heavens, were God’s. Only with deepest reverence, 
only with humblest service, may the king and people 
come unto this Hill of Zion! 

‘Who (then) shall ascend into the Hill of Jehovah?’ 
It is the same question as in Psalm xv. ‘There it 
occupied the whole Psalm and was dealt with fully. 
Here it comes as part of this Psalm, which is chiefly 
occupied with other matters. But still the worshipper 
is to be tried, and judged ; every man who would set 
foot there is on trial. And let us carefully observe 
what David demands in the Name of God. He is 
making known the Lord’s will. And in these quali- 
fications (just as in Psalm xv.) there is nothing 
national, nothing merely Judaic, nothing ceremonial. 
The New Testament requirement is not more clear. 
‘God is a spirit: and they that worship Him, must 
worship in spirit and in truth.’ (John iv. 24). So 
here, solong before. What are the things demanded ? 
(1) ‘Clean hands’—obviously outward uprightness, 
which no man could question’; (2) ‘A pure heart,* 
behind, and within, something therefore which may 
be possessed by a worshipper of God, but something 
which many must have trembled there to hear de- 
manded by Jehovah ; (3) A soul not set ‘on vanity,’ 
not on vain things, the passing show, the earthly 
good ; (4) One who regards the sanctity of an oath 
and has no dealing with deceit. 

These are the four conditions, all spiritual, all re- 
markable. And what should such a man receive? 
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‘The blessing, —that is, the blessing of being Psalm 
accepted by Jehovah; and ‘Righteousness from the *Xiv. 
God of his salvation.’ Not salvation by works: 
there was the Sacrifice behind, the blood of the 
Passover for that, in token of what was to come. 
‘When I see the Blood, I will pass over you’ (Exod. 
xii. 13). It is the righteousness of daily life, that is 
meant here, ‘the paths of Righteousness’ into which 
(the xxiii. Psalm tells us) the Shepherd ‘leads’ His 
sheep. ‘This is the generation of them that seek 
Him: the generation of Jacob that seek Thy Face’ 
(ver. 6). So I venture to translate the verse which 
has rather puzzled the commentators. The seed of 
Jacob is in question, of fallen, broken Jacob, whom 
God accepted notwithstanding all his failures; and 
God will still accept his seed on the Holy Hill. Selah. 
Think of that: and be thankful when you do! 

And then another burst of song! It began with God ascends. 
God’s property of all the earth, and of Zion, His own 
Hill. It paused to ask who might go up and be 
found there. It goes on to tell of Jehovah Himself 
going up among His true worshippers. The high 
hill was there in front; and its walls; and ancient 
gates. Strong and grim, as, in olden time, it had 
defied Israel, and guarded the Idol-worship of the 
past. But now, God was King; now, God was 
to enter, and to make Zion the centre of His Kingdom 
here, the place made solemn by His name. What a 
great occasion in the spiritual History of the world! 
And so the Psalm breaks forth ‘ Lift up your heads O 
ye gates, even lift them up, ye everlasting doors ; 
and the King of glory shall come in.’ But whois He? 

139 


Psalm 
xxiv. 


Christ’s 


Ascension. 


The Psalms: their Spiritual Teaching 


Who is this King? ‘Jehovah of Hosts! He is the 
King of glory’! There is no other. ‘No other gods 
beside Me.’ Sinai and Zion are at one! Again, for 
a second time, the same call; the same question; 
the same reply! ‘Jehovah of Hosts! He is the 
King of glory.’ Selah, Think of that! The Ark 
is at rest. Jehovah dwelleth between the cherubim. 
The Lord is on Zion, on His holy Hill. 

And we, of a later day, who know that now there 
is no earthly dwelling-place for the Lord of glory, 
remember thankfully, how to a loftier Zion, the same 
cry was addressed, after the Cross, and after the 
Resurrection of the Lord ; the everlasting doors were 
lifted up, the King of glory entered ; and there, and 
thence, He rules, over all the earth! ‘Who shall go 
up to His holy hill? Who shall dwell in His 
Tabernacle?’ Still, it is the pure in heart, the clean 
of hands, the man who has been accepted through 
the Blood of the offering, made upon the Cross! 
Lift up your heads, O ye gates: and be lifted up ye 
everlasting doors, that the ransomed of the Lord 
may enter in! 
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1. Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

2. O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not 
mine enemies triumph over me. 

8. Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: let them be 
ashamed which transgress without cause, 

4. Shew me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths. 

5. Lead me in thy truth, and teach me; for thou art the God 
of my salvation ; on thee do I wait all the day. 

6. Remember, O Lord, thy tender mercies and thy loving- 
kindnesses ; for they have been ever of old. 

7. Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions : 
re eg to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness’ sake, 

ord. 

8. Good and upright is the Lord: therefore will he teach 
sinners in the way. 

9. The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he 
teach his way. 

10. All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto such 
as keep his covenant and his testimonies. 

11. For thy name’s sake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity ; for it 
is great. 

12, What man is he that feareth the Lord? him shall he teach 
in the way that he shall choose. 

18. His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the 
earth. 

14. The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him; and he 
will shew them his covenant. 

15. Mine eyes are ever toward the Lord ; for he shall pluck my 
feet out of the net. 

16. Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; for I am 
desolate and afflicted. 

17. The troubles of my heart are enlarged: O bring thou me 
out of my distresses. 

18. Look upon mine affliction and my pain ; and forgive all my 
sins. 

19. Consider mine enemies; for they are many ; and they hate 
me with cruel hatred. 

20. O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed 
for I put my trust in thee. 

21. Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on 
th 


ee. 
22. Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles. 


141 


Psalm 
XXV. 


A Record of 
Spiritual 
Experience. 


PSALM XXV 


AN ALPHABETICAL SONG OF 
TRUST 


Herz is another of the alphabetical Psalms in which 
the author, having leisure, has laid himself out to 
begin each of the twenty-two verses with a letter of 
the Hebrew Alphabet in turn. As in some of the 
other specimens of this poetical exercise in the 
Psalter, the order and arrangement of the letters 
are not quite perfect, pointing possibly to some 
mistake in the copyist, or to some neglect of the 
writer. It is a Psalm specially full of spiritual 
experience, one on which the solitary soul may dwell 
long, without exhausting it: 


Unto Thee, O Jehovah, do I lift up my soul: 
trust, O my God, in Thee; let me not be ashamed; 
Let none who wait on Thee, be ashamed ; but only 
they who transgress without cause ’—(ver. 1-3). 


Here we have the heart uplifted and quieted, in 
trust; all things committed into God’s hands; the 
writer, and all who love the Lord, are joined in the 
prayer that none of them shall be put to shame. 
No matter who opposes or seeks their hurt: God 
is their defender. 
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Then there follows (from ver. 4-9) a series of Psalm 

beautiful and touching petitions, which can only be XXV. 
uttered when the soul is in deep communion with A Series of 
the Lord, and which touch many sides of the secret — 
life. Mark the verbs as they come forth from the 
heart of David. ‘Show me thy ways, O Jehovah,’ 
which God does only to His friends and children ; 
‘Teach me,—I wish not only to see Thy ways, but 
to understand what they mean; ‘ Lead me in Thy 
truth, and teach me,—going with me as I go, and 
taking me with Thee, so that I shall know my way 
and walk with Thee, for so I shall learn by experience. 
“On Thee do J wait,’ —often tempted to go before 
Thee, and finding it difficult not to hurry, but Thou 
art to lead, not I! 

Then, three petitions ascend, touching the memory 
of God, and not without parallels in the word, 
strangely as they sound. (1) Remember Thy 
mercies ; (2) Remember not my sins ; (3) Remember 
Me. What a privilege that we are permitted thus 
to speak to God; nay, He Himself suggests, that 
this is how we ought to speak, if we wish to be 
heard. And so the Psalmist gladly calls to mind, 
that ‘the meek’ will be guided and taught of God, 
and that among these, he himself will be found. 

Next there is a touching dealing with God on the A Dealing 
subject of sin, so humble, and reverent, and yet full onal 
of trust. ‘For Thy name’s sake, O Jehovah! pardon 
mine iniquity ; for it is great.’ It is for God’s glory 
to pardon, through His son. The Psalmist does not 
make light of his own sin, nor minimise it. Rather 
otherwise. He sees, feels, confesses that it is great. 
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There are three words used by Him to describe it 
here, even as he is passing on—Sin (ver. 7); Trans- 
gression (7) ; Iniquity (11). 

The Old Testament gives us many words to 
express various thoughts about sin. In one verse 
(Dan. ix. 5) there are sta of these ; and on the other 
hand, we find in Scripture no fewer than eight words 
to convey the truth as to pardon. Of the three words 
in this Psalm, the word sin, in the Hebrew, probably 
means missing the mark, implying that our intention 
has been good but we have failed to carry it out; 
‘transgression’ means passing the line, ‘going over 
the: score,’ implying excess in some form; and 
‘iniquity’ means perversity, perhaps in bitterness. 
Sin has many shades, all coloured dark, all evil, all 
directed against God, His authority, and His will. 
There is sin in the heart, in speech, and in deed. 
David has been guilty of much sin in all these 
varieties ; and here he prays that the Lord would 
forgive them all; and specially he prays that his 
great iniquities might not be imputed to him but 
might be pardoned, ‘Pardon mine iniquity ; for it is 
great.’ 

Next (ver. 12-14) he describes the blessedness of 
‘the man that feareth Jehovah.’ God (1) teaches 
him what way he should choose, to walk in it; He 
(2) makes his soul to ‘dwell at ease,’ putting peace 
into his heart ; (3) He makes his seed to ‘inherit 
the earth’; (4) He whispers to him ‘A secret of 
the Lord’ to be his support and inward joy ; and 
(5) He shows him His covenant, and all that it 
promises and engages to give ! 
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No wonder then that he rises to a new trust in Psalm 

God. It is no longer merely, as in ver. 1, that he xxv. 
will ‘lift up his soul’ to God, but (ver. 15) ‘mine A New 
eyes are ever towards Jehovah’ and he is always gam 
looking to God; his troubles are many but he is of 
good cheer, God will bring him out of his distresses. 
‘O keep my soul!’ a blessed and needful petition. 
‘I wait on Thee’ (ver. 21)—three times in the Psalm 
(3, 5, 21) the blessedness of wazting is experienced 
and expressed. And then remembering, that after 
all, he is not alone, but one of a number of God’s 
people, who are like himself, dependent on Jehovah, 
he closes with an Intercession for them all. ‘Redeem 
Israel, O God! out ofall his troubles.’ A multitude, 
alike in past sin, in pardon, and in the worship 
of the Forgiven. A great company clothed in white, 
before the Throne of God Most High! 
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1. Judge me, O Lord; for I have walked in mine integrity: I 
have trusted also in the Lord ; therefore I shall not slide. 

2. Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; try my reins and my 
heart. 

3. For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: and I have 
walked in thy truth. 

4. I have not sat with vain persons, neither will I go in with 
dissemblers. 

5. [have hated the congregation of evil doers; and will not sit 
with the wicked. 

6. I will wash mine hands in innocency : so will I compass thine 
altar, O Lord : 

7. That I may publish with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell 
of all thy wondrous works. 

8. Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the 
place where thine honour dwelleth. 

9. Gather not my soul with sinners, nor my life with bloody 
men: 
: 10. In whose hands is mischief, and their right hand is full of 

ribes, 

11. But as for me, I will walk in mine integrity : redeem me, 
and be merciful unto me. 

12. My foot standeth in an even place: in the congregations 
will I bless the Lord. 
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Herz, in the compass of twelve verses, is another Psalm 
appeal to Jehovah as to the troubles, difficulties, and xxvi. 
opposition, under which the Psalmist is suffering. A Resort to 
It finds its place here, possibly because it has certain sing 
marked points of likeness to the Psalm which pre- 

cedes it, in that the appeal in both is connected with 

the conscious integrity and uprightness which they 

claim, as well known to God. 

The story of the Psalm runs on three lines—the 
Past, the Future, and the Present,—what the author 
has been and done, what he promises and undertakes 
in the years to come, and what he knows that God 
sees in him at the present time. These are appar- 
ently well-worn and even commonplace features of a 
good man in distress, but they are redeemed here by 
a fervour and urgency which are notable. 

He takes God to witness that in the past he has The Story of 
‘walked in his integrity’ (ver 1) and in God's ‘¢ Past 
‘truth’ (ver. 3)—a remarkable testimony, for it is 
offered to the Searcher of hearts,—utter honesty of 
life and purpose; and a measure of no ordinary 
righteousness in the sight of God. Happy the man, 
who knowing what God demands of him, can make 
the same appeal in confidence and without fear! 
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He goes on to say that this has not been done in his 
own strength, but he has ‘trusted also in Jehovah, 
(ver. 1). No doubt in our New Testament teaching, 
we should expect the order of the two things to be 
changed, —and to put it that we ‘trusted,’ and then, 
and in consequence thereof we were enabled to walk 
in integrity and righteousness. Yet this is but a 
a small correction to make, for the light of later 
days ; and the Psalmist does not of necessity give us 
here the logical order of his thoughts. He tells us 
next, what he has ‘hated’ (ver. v.) and what he 
has ‘loved’ (ver. 8). He has hated the ‘ congregation,’ 
the gathering, the company of ‘evil-doers.’ A manis 
known, generally at least, by his companions, and still 
more by his friends. What the Psalmist has ‘loved,’ 
is ‘the habitation of Thy house, and the place where 
Thine honour dwelleth’ (ver. 8). We must let our 
thoughts go to the older Jewish position. It is ‘the 
Tabernacle’ to which reference is made, where two 
things must have been in his mind—the Sacrifices of 
God for guilty sinners, in the shedding of blood, and 
the presence of God made known to His people. 
A Soul that hated evil and evil-doers, and loved the 
Tabernacle of Jehovah, is one which might well 
ask God to look in mercy upon it. So much for the 
past. 

The Future comes next before the Psalmist, as the 


oftheFuture. scene of promise and resolve. Eight things are 


here the subject of expectation. ‘I shall not slide’ 

(ver. 1). His confidence in God is clear; his heart 

is light. ‘I will wash my hands in innocency ; and 

so wil] I compass Thine Altar, O Jehovah’ (ver. 6). 
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Here are the observances before the feasts, the Psalm 
washing at the Laver, reminding us, at least, of the XXvi. 
Lord’s washing the Disciples’ feet. ‘Whoso has 
been at the bath, needeth not save to wash his feet.’ 
(John xiii. 10). ‘I will not go in with dissemblers’ 
(ver. 4). ‘I will not sit with the wicked’ (ver. 5). 
We are reminded of the first Psalm and its distinc- 
tion between ‘standing, ‘walking,’ and ‘sitting’ 
with the scorner. Note the watchfulness of spirit 
with which he looks out to what remains of life. 
‘That I may publish with the voice of thanksgiving, 
and tell of all Thy wondrous works’ (ver. 7). Here 
there is the duty of confessing God openly, often so 
hard to do, and always needing so much humility, as 
well as courage, to do it well. Already, the Psalmist 
had learned that! ‘As for me, I will walk in mine 
integrity!” (ver. 11). He has spoken of his integrity 
of heart and purpose already ; indeed he began with 
that, but this is no ‘vain repetition.’ It is the solemn 
resolve, that having known what a life of integrity 
means, and what it costs, he is determined to go on, 
to meet bravely all it may bring—it is going to be 
his portion still. And then once more, ‘In the congre- 
gations I will bless Jehovah’ (ver. 12)—this is more 
than confidence, more than peace ; he is determined 
henceforth to live a life of ‘thanksgiving’; and on 
this note, the Psalm ends. ; 

The third line on which the psalm proceeds is that The | 
of the Present; this also is a testimony, which we aay obey 
gladly read. He is asking for a Judgment Day even 
now. It is solemn, almost fearful, to hear such an 
appeal to God. ‘Judge me, O Jehovah’ (ver. 1)— 
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‘examine me’ (ver. 2); ‘try my reins and my heart’ 
(ver. 2)—my secret thoughts, leanings, purposes! 
Who that has learned what it is to stand naked 
before God, but will wonder at such cries as these ? 
Yet he knows already the verdict; and he adds 
‘for Thy loving-kindness is before mine eyes’ (ver. 3). 
This man knows God : would that we all knew Him 
as well! The Father is the Judge! The Father, 
whose Name is Love! No wonder therefore that 
he is able to say (ver. 12) ‘ My foot standeth in an 
even place’—I know! I know where I am! I know 
my God! Such are the three lines of Appeal which 
make up this Psalm. 

Let me add in a closing word, some of the 
petitions, which rise in the midst of the other 
sayings. 

‘Gather not my soul with sinners’ (ver. 9)\—what 
a whole-hearted acceptance of the separation from 
sinners which is one of the cardinal truths of God’s 
Word! Neither here, nor hereafter, let me be 
gathered together in their company! 

‘As for me... redeem me’ (ver. 11). Who 
shall venture to define what this prayer included? 
A Redemption from Egypt gave meaning to the 
whole history of Israel. But this is something 
more. The Psalmist feels that he, and every man, 
needs to be redeemed from the captivity of Evil. 
And he crowns the thought and wishes of this Psalm, 
in that prayer. 

Once more,—‘ And be merciful unto me’ (ver. 11). 
Do not think it a redundancy. Do not think that it 
falls below the request immediately before it; so 
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weakening that. No! We never in this life, can get Psalm 
beyond the need of Mercy from God! It is never XXVi. 
Justice only. We never haye any ‘claim’ on God. 

Even the Believer who lives nearest! There is 

_ always deficiency. There is always need. One of 

the best men I ever knew, died with that on his lips 
—‘Only Mercy’—I deserve nothing! Grace, not 
Recompense! ‘Be merciful unto me!’ 
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1, The Lord is my light and my salvation ; whom shall I fear? 
the Lord is the strength of my life ; of whom shall I be afraid ? 

2. When the wicked, even mime enemies and my foes, canie 
upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. 

8. Thongh an host should encamp against me, my heart shall 
not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be 
confident. 

4. One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek 
after ; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of 
my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his 
temple, 

5. For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion : 
in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he set me up 
upon a rock. 

6. And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies 
round about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices 
of joy ; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the Lord. 

7. Hear, O Lord, when I ery with my voice; have mercy also 
upon me, and answer me. 

8. When thou saidst, Seek ye my face, my heart said unto 
thee, Thy face, Lord, will I seek. 

9. Hide not thy face far from me ; put not thy servant away in 
anger: thou hast been my help; leave me not, neither forsake 
me, O God of my salvation. 

10. When my father and my mother forsake me, then the 
Lord will take me up. : 

11. Teach me thy way, O Lord, and lead me in a plain path, 
because of mine enemies. 

12. Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for 
boot witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out 
cruelty. 

18. Ithad fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness 
of the Lord in the land of the living. 

14, Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shal) 
strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord. 
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SACRIFICES OF JOY 


HERE is a Psalm of a most unusual character, Psalm 
written with a vigour and even fervour seldom XXVii. 
equalled, and obviously having something behind 

which is not explained. It consists of two .parts, A Double 
and these almost give the appearance of having got “'Y: 
into the wrong order. For the first part is a pean 
ecstatic in character,—the second is a cry of pain. Yet 

both parts are so obviously true, so certainly the utter- 

ance of a man’s very heart, that they could not have 

been the mere pictures of imagination. Is it possible 

that when the author was writing it, and had pro- 
ceeded half-way, pouring out his heart in the fulness 

of joy and confidence, some terrible news came to 

him ; and that he set down this change of experi- 

ence, the light of what he had just been feeling and 
recording falling upon his sorrows and tears? But 
whatever the explanation, let us see what is here. 

The verses 1-6, are the offering of what the author ‘Sacrifices of 
calls ‘Sacrifices of Joy’ (ver. 6). Note how his J°¥’ 
language fails to express all he would put into it 
about Jehovah. He is ‘my light’; my ‘salvation’: 

‘the strength of my life’; my security ; my ground of 

confidence. He had passed through deadly opposi- 

tion from his ‘enemies and foes.’ What is meant 
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by the distinction? Is it secret and open foes? Is it 
those who aim at injuring his interests, and those 
who would attack his person? But whoever and 
whatever they were, when they attacked, with a 
view even ‘to eat up his flesh,’ they ‘stumbled and 
fell.’ God had delivered him ; and now, he was ready 
to meet an army, for he had found the secret of con- 
fidence and would not fear. It is the Personal God 
who is everything to this Psalmist, not even his gifts 
or mercies, but God Himself. This did not rid him 
of enemies, rather it had increased their number and 
filled them with fury: but he was calm and fearless. 
He had one great wish in life: what? To be success- 
ful? To be honoured? To be able to do as he would ? 
To have no enemies? To trample them under his 
feet ? 

No, no! Let men hear what the desire of this 
man’s heart was. To dwell in Jehovah’s house all 
his days: to gaze at the Beauty of Jehovah: to 
learn constantly from Him: to drink in Wisdom 
from the Divine Fountain! That would satisfy him, 
that alone. And not only did he ‘seek after it,’ but 
he was sure that it would come to him, that he 
would get the desire of his heart; trouble might 
come, and would, in what remained of life: but 
God would ‘hide him’ from it. Twice over, he 
rests assured in this ‘hiding’; both the times and 
the places of the ‘hiding’ are sure. The one place 
is the ‘pavilion’ or booth: the other is the ‘Secret 
of His Tabernacle,’ apparently the most Holy Place, 
where the Shechinah is revealed. That assurance is 
the rock, on which he is standing, from which he 
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shall never be moved. ‘Now, whatever the enemies Psalm 
be, let them come: they will find me offering XXvii. 
Sacrifices of Joy in the Tabernacle; they will hear 

me singing aloud praises, praises unto Jehovah!’ 

So finishes the first part, the pewan of confidence 

and joy. 

And then, without warning, or pause, comes the The Cry of 

deep minor note (ver. 7) which is in such contrast 484s. 
with what went before. Hear, O Jehovah! I cry 
unto thee! ’—(a loud audible cry of alarm and pain, 
after the Jewish fashion rather than ours)—‘ have 
mercy, and answer me!’ ‘Thou didst say, Seek! 
and I did seek! And now, O hide not Thy face from 
me’; ‘put me not away in anger; leave me not: 
forsake me not!’ ‘Father and mother forsake me!’ 
They will, and must. But O Lord, do Thou take 
me up! Oh for standing ground, because of mine 
enemies! Cry after cry rises in God’s ear: teach 
me, lead me, deliver me not up; falsehood is around 
me, cruelty before me! But for trusting Thee, I 
have no defence, no refuge, and no hope! Oh what 
would it be, did I not ‘believe to see the goodness 
of Jehovah even yet in the land of the living!’ 
Therefore I will ‘ wait on Jehovah’ ; I will be satisfied 
with Thy time, as well as with Thy doings: fear not: 
and ‘ He shall strengthen thine heart’: ‘ wait, I say,’ 
(to myself and to all) ‘wait on Jehovah!’ 

So the Psalm ends, but ere we pass from it observe Thoughts in 
some of the side thoughts and lessons. (1) He who P#8im8- 
is the ‘strength of my life’ (ver. 1) will also become 
when trusted ‘the strength of your heart’ (ver. 14). . 

(2) What would have happened to us in the past, if 
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we had not ‘trusted’ God (ver. 13)? Therefore let 
us be sure to trust Him henceforth! (3) All earthly 
help is for a time: the dearest and best, all must 
leave us (ver. 10); they have, for the most part 
already gone ; but this is no argument for despair, or 
giving up: God is ours for ever! (4) Note again 
David’s one great desire, and the order in which the 
details of it seem to present themselves to him 
(ver. 4): He has only one supreme aim; first, he 
seeks to dwell with God ; then, to behold; then, to 
inquire ; then, to hide; then, to be ‘set up’; then, to 
sing: and he aims at all this ‘in the time of trouble.’ 
If we might ourselves use some of the utterances 
of the Psalms about it all, we would venture to add 
Selah: think of that ! Hallelu-Jah, praise ye Jah ! 
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1. Unto thee will I cry, O Lord my rock ; be not silent to me: 
lest, if thou be silent to me, I become like them that go down 
into the pit. 

2. Hear the voice of my supplications, when I cry unto thee, 
when I lift up my hands toward thy holy oracle. 

8. Draw me not away with the wicked, and with the workers of 
iniquity, which speak peace to their neighbours, but mischief is 
in their hearts. 

4. Give them according to their deeds, and according to the 
wickedness of their endeavours: give them after the work of their 
hands ; render to them their desert. 

5. Because they regard not the works of the Lord, nor the 
operation of his hands, he shall destroy them, and not build them 


w 
5. Blessed be the Lord, because he hath heard the voice of my 
supplications. 

7. The Lord is my strength and my shield ; my heart trusted in 
him, and I am helped : therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth ; and 
with my song will I praise him. 

8. The Lord is their strength, and he is the saving strength of 
his anointed. 

9. Save thy people, and bless thine inheritance: feed them also, 
and lift them up for ever. 
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PSALM XXVIII 
HELP, LORD! 


THE construction of this Psalm is almost exactly the 
reverse of that which goes before. Whereas that 
began with the hymn of confidence and gratitude, and 
passed into that of trouble and crying; this Psalm 
begins with a cry which speaks, to every one within 
hearing, of the utmost suffering, and thereafter rises 
into the still air of quiet peaceful adoration. The 
very contrast gives testimony to the truth to Nature, 
perchance I should say to Grace, of both utterances. 
These are not imaginary conditions. They are not 
manufactured for the purpose of poetry. They are 
more than literally true: that is, they express, and no 
doubt only partially express, what was the deep 
experience of a soul which lived in Communion with 
God. 

Listen to the cry which breaks out in the ear of 
Jehovah. ‘Be not silent to me!’ Jehovah’s silence 
at the crisis would be Death, and worse than death, for 
it would be Death uncheered, uncomforted. ‘If 
Thou be silent, I become like unto them that go 
down into the pit’ (ver 1). Some have supposed that 
there was a pestilence raging in the land, and that 
this is a prayer to be preserved from it. That does not 
seem to me to plumb the depths, or to touch the real 
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character of this cry of pain. It is not literal Death Psalm 
that David fears ; it is not the pain or weakness of XXvViii. 
mortal plague ; it is something fully worse, it is the 
silence of God during His servant's need ; it is the 
Darkness of a time when the face of God is not to be 
seen. For this Darkness of his soul, there is but 
one remedy ; his cry ascends to Heaven: his hands 
(both hands!) are lifted up to the Holy Oracle. The 
most Holy place, of Tabernacle or Temple, where God’s 
Presence is made manifest, to that he turns. Not with 
the wicked—not in the net which takes them—they 
are deceivers, peace in their words, murder in their 
hearts; he has always been separated from them, 
let him be farther separated now ; they can have no 
portion with Jehovah, and the Psalmist would have no 
portion with them; they hated God, and God will 
render to them according to their deeds; there can 
be no prosperity to them who fight against 
God; they must suffer; they must be destroyed. 
Let me not be with them: let me be with Thee! 
Such is the cry, of pain, of terror, of one that 
hides! 

And then how sudden is the new note that bursts The Cry of 
out from a soul which has been wakened as from a“ 
nightmare! ‘Blessed be Jehovah, because He hath 
heard!’ (ver. 6). It is not only that he is sure that 
an answer will come and that Deliverance is sure. 

To read it as that, is to miss almost the whole point of 

the new utterance. It is that the answer has come! 

Jehovah has heard! There has been time for the 

cry to reach Heaven, and for the remedy to have been 

sent down. ‘The darkness is past ; and the true light 
159 


Psalm 
XXVili, 


The Cry for 
Oth 


ers. 


The Psalms: their Spiritual Teaching 


now shineth,’ and thelight has fallen on the face of 
God. Listen to the glad voice, ‘Jehovah is my 
strength, and my shield: my heart trusted in Him, 
and I am helped; therefore my heart greatly re- 
joiceth!’ (ver. 7). Is it the same man? Has the 
change taken place so soon? Such a change, so 
complete! And how has it come? For that is 
worth knowing. It has come in a moment, from 
trusting God! At the very worst, in the very crisis, 
when the cry is loudest, deepest, most helpless : the 
touch of Faith has brought restoration! Grace does 
miracles! It loves to see a case which nothing can 
cure or help, and then by a word to set it right. 

Hence the song is raised, the song that makes the 
welkin ring with a new joy. And it does something 
more. Having found for itself such a blessing, it 
would apply the same remedy to others. It prays for 
them, who are in a sad case. ‘The Lord would be 
their strength’ (ver. 8); so I read the words that stand 
without a verb,! Just as ‘He is the saving strength 
of His Messiah,’ so would He be to all who suffer 
and are sad. ‘Save the people: bless Thine In- 
heritance!’ This happy Psalmist who has passed 
out of the trouble into the light and joy of God has 
become Intercessor,—‘ Feed them also and lift them 
up for ever.’ 
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1. Give unto the Lord, O ye mighty, give unto the Lord glory 
and strength. 

2. Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name ; worship 
the Lord in the beauty of holiness, 

8. The voice of the Lord is upon the waters: the God of glory 
thundereth : the Lord is upon many waters. 

4, The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is 
full of majesty. 

5. The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedars; yea, the Lord 
breaketh the cedars of Lebanon. 

6. He maketh them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and 
Sirion like a young unicorn. 

7. The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire. 

8. The voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness; the Lord 
shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh. 

9. The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to calve, and dis- 
covereth the forests: and in his temple doth every one speak of 
his glory. 

10. The Lord sitteth upon the flood; yea, the Lord sitteth 
King for ever. 

11, The Lord will give strength unto his people ; the Lord will 
bless his people with peace. 
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PSALM XXIX 
A PICTURE OF A STORM 


OnE or two things make this Psalm all but unique 
in the Old Testament. It is more purely descriptive 
of earthly grandeur and sublimity than is almost to 
be found elsewhere in our older literature ; and it 
calls on Heaven to wake up its Music in full 
sympathy. \ 

It has been pointed out by a German writer that 
the thunderstorm is here described as passing from 
north to south, beginning in the Hills of Lebanon in 
the high Sirion, and passing away over the desert 
plains of the Southern Kadesh. And the Psalm is 
constructed with great poetic skill and symmetry, 
as by a Master hand. The storm, evidently a real 
occurrence, was terrific ; the great cedars of Lebanon, 
some shaking and leaping like hinds at play, and 
some broken asunder by the blast. The flash of the 
forked lightning (ver. 7) all but blinding the looker- 
on. The roar of tempest and of thunder passing 
down overthe land inconceivable. The very 
beasts of the field trembled in their dens. These 
are the items which the poet preserves for us.. 

But the special and characteristic thought inter- 
woven with the whole is that he calls on Heaven, 
the dwelling-place of God, to pause in its service, 
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to look on, and to take part with him. His first Psalm 
verse. is addressed to ‘the mighty,’ or the ‘sons of xxix. 
the mighty’ (R.V.) or ‘the sons of God’ (R.V. 
mar.). There is hardly any room for doubt that he 
means the Angels. He begins by calling on them 

to give glory to Jehovah; the glory that is due to 

His Name; and to worship Him ‘in the beauty of 
holiness.’ An allusion, no doubt, to the ‘holy 
garments’ of Aaron, for ‘glory and beauty,’—the 
thought being that as the High priests on earth so 
appeared, so those in Heaven who praised the Lord 
would have something corresponding in beauty as 

they stood. Or if we may translate it into a more 
spiritual meaning, that the worshippers themselves 

bore in their presence the beauty of those who are 
wholly pure. The saints in light are, doubtless, 
“beautiful exceedingly’ in the light of God. 

Next (3) we notice in the Psalms the special use The Word 
of the Name Jehovah. Only once (ver. 3) does the ae 
word El occur; but eighteen times is the name 
Jehovah used in these eleven verses—a circumstance 
which is the more remarkable that it is the Creator’s 
glory which is made manifest in the storm. But 
from this, the Psalmist rises, or has already risen, 
to the thought of his Covenant God. (4) Then, 
how the thought of God’s glory dwells in his heart! 

The thunder is the very Voice of God. ‘Canst thou 

thunder with a voice like Him?’ (Job xl. 9). No 

fewer than seven times in the Psalm, short as it is, 

is the thunder called ‘the voice of Jehovah.’ (5) 

Then we find a very unexpected reference to the 

Deluge (ver. 10). It must be the great ‘Flood’ of 
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Noah that is referred to, for the word used (mabbul) 
is the word by which it alone is so called, and never 
used in Scripture otherwise. It seems as if the 
Storm was too terrible to be compared to anything 
less than the story of that ‘Flood’; and that just 
as to the heart of the Psalmist, Jehovah was presiding 
then in power and glory and faithfulness, ‘sitting as 
King at the Flood,’ so was He now, as the peals rolled 
round Hermon; and so will He for ever, as the 
King of Heaven and Earth. 

And then (6) the Psalm passes into another 
thought with which it closes. By a beautiful step 
of faith, he who has been worshipping in lowliness 
as the Heaven sounded above him and the Earth 
quaked around, lifts up his head as he remembers 
that this God was as God! He need not fear! The 
power of God would not be used to crush him. 
Was He not Jehovah, the God in Covenant? He 
would ‘give strength unto His people,—put His 
strength into them; let them rely on His strength. 
Yea, ‘He would bless His people with peace!’ 
What a thought to rise in the thunder-storm! 
Peace—the God of Peace—the people of the God 
of Peace! Jehovah blesseth (it is the thought of 
the present, He has already given it!)—Jehovah 
is blessing His people with Peace! Out of all 
storms and all judgments, while others tremble, let 
the people praise Him: yea, let all the people 
praise Him! 
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1. I will extol thee, O Lord; for thou hast lifted me up, and 
hast not made my foes to rejoice over me. 

2. O Lord my God, I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me. 

3. O Lord, thou hast brought up my soul from the grave: thou 
hast kept me alive, that I should not go down to the pit. 

4. Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of his, and give thanks at the 
remembrance of his holiness. 

5. For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life: 
weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. 

6. And in my prosperity I said, I shall never be moved. 

7. Lord, by thy favour thou hast made my mountain to stand 
strong: thou didst hide thy face, and I was troubled. 

8. I cried to thee, O Lord ; and unto the Lord I made supplica- 
tion. 

9. What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the pit? 
Shall the dust praise thee? shall it declare thy truth ? 

10. Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me: Lord, be thou my 
helper. 

ii. Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: thou 
hast put off my sackcloth, and girded-me with gladness ; 

12, To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not 
be silent. O Lord my God, I will give thanks unto thee for 
ever. 
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PSALM XXX 
THANKSGIVING 


Tue Psalm which most appeals to us is not'in every 
case the deepest issue of the writer’s own experience 
and heart ; and it is equally true probably that it is 
not always the deepest utterance of his heart which 
comes most home to us. There must be the sympathy 
of mutual need and mutual feeling, ere the sympathetic 
note be fully struck. But there is in the Psalm 
before us a certain line of deep feeling, which is not 
often found even in the Psalmist’s writing, and we 
must seek at least to understand it, for these things 
do not lie on the surface. 

Here then are two parts into which the Psalm 
naturally divides. There is a great pouring out of 
the writer’s heart (1-5); and there is a description 
of the darkness from which he has been delivered 
(6-12). 

‘I will extol Thee, O Jehovah’ (ver. 1). It is a 
special utterance of praise, for something new,—and 
the reasons of it immediately follow. Six reasons 
are given, rushing on one after another, like a 
mountain stream. ‘Thou hast lifted me up.’ Liter- 
ally, in Hebrew as in English. He had been ‘in the 
depths,’ and we know from another Psalm, what 
that means. He is now ‘ exalted,’ ‘in the heights’ of 
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praise. ‘Thou hast not made my foes to rejoice over Psalm 
me’ (ver. 1): here is the negative, following the xxx. 
positive; what might have been, in contrast with 
what is; the depths were actually low and evil, but 
there were ‘lower depths’ beneath them into which 
he might have fallen. And there were enemies 
standing already beginning to laugh and rejoice at 
the sight. How strange that the children of God 
should always have enemies who wish them no 
good: but did not the Lord explain it? —‘If the 
world hate you; ye know that it hated Me before it 
hated you’—‘ because ye are not of the world, there- 
fore the world hateth you’ (Is. xv. 18, 19). ‘O 
Jehovah, my God’ (note the appropriating power of 
faith, by which the sick hand takes hold on God!) 
‘I cried unto Thee’ (ver. 2). We miss a good deal 
of meaning in Scripture from reading Hebrew words 
with modern eyes. We think here of our own 
prayers, and their language ; but we do not think as 
we might, of the loud, audible cries of prayer, heard 
by all around, in which the ancient Jewish believers 
lifted up their voice. So, David here! It is an 
audible and a loud outcry of pain and of prayer! 

‘And Thou hast healed me’ (ver. 2). How he The Healer 
saw the hand of Jehovah doing it! How little Ss 
disposition there was in him to see the second causes, 
the physician, the medicine, the rest, the change of 
air,—much less the chance that happened! As 
truly as if a Miracle had been done on the sick man, 
by laying the Divine Hand visibly upon him, does 
David see God in it. Let us learn. There is a 
lesson for us here. ‘Thou hast brought up my soul’ 
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Psalm (my life) ‘from the grave’ (ver. 3). Here is restora- 
XXX. tion from the very borders of the tomb,—the grave 
had been in sight! ‘Thou hast kept me alive’ (held 
me up with Thy hand) ‘so that I should not go down 
to the pit.’ J had been taken, as it were, to see my 
own grave, where I should lie, and felt that I was 
ready to go down to it, and fit for nothing else, when 
God’s hand held me up, kept me alive, and restored 
me! How lovingly he dwells on the steps that led 
back to health! And how clearly he keeps his eye 
on the Hand of Jehovah that did it all! Wherefore 
he cries out to all the ‘Saints,’—the holy ones of 
God,—there were saints then! and he knew them, 
and they were not ashamed to be known—and he 
bids them ‘Sing unto Jehovah, and give thanks at 
the remembrance of His holiness’ (ver. 4). They 
were to join him, and he would gladly take his place 
as one of them. Memory was to feed the oil of song. 
And the thing to be specially remembered was ‘ the 


Holiness of God!’ 
The Re- How unlike what we should have expected. Sup- 
enance posing these words had been left blank, would any 


Holiness. of us have been able to supply them as David has 
done? We should perhaps readily have said ‘ give 
thanks at the remembrance of His ’—goodness, mercy, 
tenderness, even it might have been faithfulness. 
But—Holiness? no! Why? Because we have not 
accustomed ourselves to the thought that the Holi- 
ness of God includes all the tenderness, and the 
sweetness and the mercy. It is not a hard Holiness, 
rejoicing in Judgment; it is a loving Holiness that 
rejoiceth in mercy. ‘Anger’ in Jehovah? Yes: 
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sometimes of necessity ; Anger at sin; ‘God is angry Psalm 
with the wicked every day ’—(Ps. vii. 11). There is XXX. 
such a thing as ‘The wrath of the Lamb’ (Rev. vi. 

16). But God’s anger at His people’s folly ‘is but 

for a moment’ (ver. 5. R.V. marg.), ‘His favour’ (? 

His grace) is for life’: ‘Weeping lodges for the 

night, there is a song in the morning ’ (ver. 5). 

That is the first part of the Psalm—what David Remem- 
has come to, and the gratitude which fills his heart. —— 
But he pauses, as he well may, to remember the pit Mercy. 
out of which he has been brought. When all went well 
with him, he felt sufficient for his own guidance ; 
prosperity meant presumption: ‘As for me, I shall 
never be moved’ (ver. 6). I have all I need: don’t 
speak to me of dependence, or lowliness, or danger. 

But I have now learned the lesson, that it was only 
God’s favour that made the mountain on which I 
stood, to be strong. On one of these days, God ‘hid 
His face’ (ver. 7). I had not thought of His face at 
the time: I did not see that it was over me: I did 
not guess that the light which illumined my way 
came from it! But there came a shadow ; I looked 
up and saw nothing. It was chill. There was some- 
thing wrong. Great trouble came upon me: I was 
sure that I was going to die! And then, then I cried, 
and cried again, unto Jehovah—‘ What profit is there 
in my blood, when I go down to the pit? Shall the 
dust praise Thee ; shall it declare Thy truth ?’ (ver. 9). 
Note the varied forms of the cry ; the semi-articulate 
pleading! the dumb man seeking to utter his voice in 
prayer! Not that we should have used just these 


words: or that in our New Testament light, we 
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could frame our cries in this very way. But there is 
one great truth here, which joins us with David even 
in this agony of prayer. There are specialties of 
service for God which are confined to the living here, 
and cannot be entered on after Death. Nowhere, for 
instance, can we suffer for God, but here! And, 
what was more in David’s mind at the moment, 
nowhere can we plead for God, help others to know 
Him, give the ‘drop of cold water’ to relieve the 
suffering, save here. Those in Abraham’s bosom, 
those in Christ’s presence, cannot do that! And 
this was the prayer that Jehovah heard when David 
uttered it. He had mercy: He became David's 
‘help.’ 

Hence the mourning has gone; the sackcloth has 
been put off; there is a song in the house where 
there was a cry; there is ‘dancing’ where there had 
been weeping. David has opened his heart: told his 
story : ‘declared what God had done for his soul,’— 
in a way that, when we once understand it, we can 
never forget ! 
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1. In thee, O Lord, do I put my trust; let me never be 
ashamed ; deliver me in thy righteousness. 

2. Bow down thine ear to me; deliver me speedily : be thou my 
strong rock, for an house of defence to save me. 

3. For thou art my rock and my fortress ; therefore for thy 
name’s sake lead me, and guide me. 

4. Pull me out of the net that they have laid privily for me: 
for thou art my re 

5. Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed 
me, O Lord God of truth. 

6. I have hated them that regard lying vanities: but I trust in 
the Lord. 

7. Iwill be glad and rejoice in thy mercy : for thou hast con- 
sidered my trouble ; thou hast known my soul in adversities ; 

8. And hast not shut me up into the hand of the enemy: thou 
hast set my feet in a large room. 

9. Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am in trouble: mine eye 
is consumed with grief, yea, my soul and my belly. 

10. For my life is spent with grief, and my years with sighing: 
my strength faileth because of mine iniquity, and my bones are 
consumed. 

11. I was a reproach among all mine enemies, but especially 
among my neighbours, and a fear to mine acquaintance : they 
that did see me without fied from me. 

12. I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind: I am likea 
broken vessel. 

13, For I have heard the slander of many: fear was on every 
side : while they took counsel together against me, they devised 
to take away my life. 

14. But I trusted in thee, O Lord: I said, Thou art my God. 

15. My times are in thy hand: deliver me from the hand of 
mine enemies, and from them that persecute me. 

16. Make thy face to shine upon thy servant: save me for th y 
mercies’ sake. 

17. Let me not be ashamed, O Lord ; for I have called upon 
thee: let the wicked be ashamed, and let them be silent in the 

ave, 

8. Let the lying lips be put to silence; which speak grievous 
things proudly and contemptuously against the righteous. 
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19. Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast lsid up for 
them that fear thee ; which thou hast wrought for them that trust 
in thee before the sons of men ! 

20. Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy presence from the 
pride of man; thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion from the 
strife of tongues. 

21. Blessed be the Lord: for he hath shewed me his marvellous 
kindness in a strong city. 

22. For I said in my haste, I am cut off from before thine eyes: 
nevertheless thou heardest the voice of my supplications when I 
cried unto thee. 

23. O love the Lord, all ye his saints: for the Lord preserveth 
the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer. 

24, Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all 
ye that hope in the Lord. 
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IN TROUBLE 


Tue early life of David the sweet singer of Israel Psalm 

has no doubt often presented painful questions to ¥*xi. 

the servants of God, who have asked themselves 

whether such sorrows and persecutions are likely to 

be the portion of those who accept of Christ as their 

Saviour. Without entering here on that question as The 

a whole, we cannot fail to see that this varied pace of 
s : : xperience. 

experience of pain was no small part of David's 

preparation for the post of Psalmist which he was 

chosen of God to fill. Just as Paul the Apostle was 

made ‘a pattern to them which should hereafter 

believe’ (1 Tim. i. 16), so David was made a pattern 

to them who should suffer in the cause of Christ, 

and we see the pattern not so much in the history 

(though it is there) as in the Psalms which open up 

the story of his heart. Here is another Psalm of 

trouble, with phases of its own. 

There are several things peculiar to this Psalm, Peculiarities 
which must not be passed by. The first three verses . 
of it are found afterwards repeated in the opening of 
another Psalm (Ixxi. 1-3)—one of the things which 
show us that in-later life the author (or some other 
poet) spent some time in recasting portions of his 
earlier efforts. In this part which is so repeated, 
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O Jehovah.’ 


‘In Thy 
Righteous- 
ness,’ 


The Psalms; their Spiritual Teaching 


there are two expressions which are well worth our 
meditation. The first is the opening phrase—‘In 
Thee, O Jehovah.’ When we connect it with the 
similar New Testament phrases, ‘In God,’ ‘In 
Christ,’ ‘In the Spirit, we see that it seems to 
point to a new sphere in which the life of a man’s 
soul has come to live. Compare it with what would 
have been the meaning had the phrase been ‘On 
Thee,’—trust resting on God, on His Will, on His 
appointment, on His gifts;—and it will be seen 


what a new position for the Believer is taken for 


granted. To be resting ‘on’ God means a position 
wholly external, but to be ‘im God’ means that God 
is the sphere of the soul’s life, ‘born from above,’ 
that we are in the Spirit, and the Spirit in us. Not 
that the Psalmist saw the meaning; much was 
‘hidden from his eyes,’ the ‘handwriting on the wall’ 
of his heart was not yet interpreted. But it has been 
for us; and now in this Psalm and in many others, 
we see what a depth and wealth of spiritual truth 
lies below the surface. | 

The other expression (2) in this part of the Psalm 
which should be meditated upon is, ‘ Deliver me 
in Thy Righteousness’ (ver 1). Here the truth is 
implied that the grace and love of God, through 
which He pardons the Sinner, are absolutely con- 
sistent with His Righteousness. As another Psalm 
puts it, ‘Mercy and Truth are met together; 
Righteousness and Peace have kissed each other’ 
(Ps. Ixxxy. 10). Or as the New Testament declares 
it (Rom. iii. 26) ‘His Righteousness,—that He 
might be just, and the Justifier of him which 
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believeth in Jesus.’ The spotless Holiness of God is Psalm 
no opponent of the Believer’s justification :—it is XXXi. 
the source of the ‘Way of Life, and it rejoices over 

it. What a clear view already of the truth the 
Psalmist had, when he wrote ‘ Deliver me, in Thy 
Righteousness |’ 

Just after these opening verses of the Psalm, we ‘Into Thy 
come very unexpectedly on one of the most precious Hands —— 
sayings in Scripture. I mean of course ver. 5; and 
it is hardly necessary to say, that this is due to the 
fact, that it became in due time, the dying words of 
our Blessed Lord. How little the Psalmist, writing 
this verse in the retirement of his house (cave or 
palace?) guessed what it was yet to be and to do! 
What a commotion would have risen within him, had 
its Future been made plain to him! Some have 
ventured to suggest that Our Lord spent some time 
on the Cross in_repeating large passages of the 
Psalms ; and that, beginning with the xxii, He went 
on, and had just reached this ver. 5, when He died. 

It should be enough utterly to discredit such a 
theory, to point out that in the xxx. Psalm, mention 
is made of God’s anger against the Psalmist (ver. 5) ; 
of his having been ‘healed’ (ver. 2), from some 
illness; of having been delivered from the ‘pit’ of 
Sheol (ver. 3)—none of which were true of the 
Saviour and could not have been repeated by Him 
as having a personal application: and it may also be 
marked that in this Psalm itself, in a subsequent 
verse (10), mention is made of ‘ Mine iniquity,’ pre- 
cluding the thought that any personal reference 
could have been thought of in the repetition of the 
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Redeemer, 


‘ Terror on 
every Side.’ 
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Psalm. It was the one verse, the one utterance of 
faith, that the Lord found, which exactly expressed 
the last emotion that the dying body had strength to 
utter ; and into which a new meaning was poured 
which the Psalmist never intended. The ‘commit- 
ting’ of the ‘Spirit’ (not the bodily life—the word 
means more), is equivalent to ‘giving up the ghost’ 
(the Spirit, the same word as in the Septuagint). 
(See John xix. 30.) 

There is apparently some special meaning in the 
use by the Lord of the words ‘Thou hast redeemed 
me, O Jehovah, the God of Truth’ (ver. 5). The 
Psalmist was a Redeemed man: but in what sense 
could the Lord use the word? Is it certain that 
He did use it? Did He not pause in the middle 
of the verse, not reaching the second part? That 
seems to me to be the case. If the whole verse 
were included, I should look for another meaning : 
would the word bear the import, that He was 
accepted by God as the Ransom? that the AUT pov 
was now passed into the hands of the Father, and 
received by Him as the Ransom for the sins of the 
world ? 

After this first portion of the Psalm, there occurs 
a section (ver. 9-18), which has something peculiar 
about it, so as almost to suggest that it was a later 
addition by another hand. It is not merely that the 
tone of feeling is changed, or that the Hebrew in 
some of the verses is difficult and in contrast with 
the other parts of the Psalm; but a special phrase 
which Jeremiah constantly repeats (cxx. 3, 4, 10; 
xlvi. 5; Lam. ii. 22), and which he uses as a proper 
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name in one place, is found here in ver. 13, and no- Psalm 
where else in Scripture. ‘Terror on every side.’ Xxxi. 
‘Jehovah hath not called thy name Pashur, but 
Magor-missabib’ (Terror on every side). Hither 
Jeremiah borrowed from the Psalmist ; or the Psalmist 

from Jeremiah; or, possibly, Jeremiah added the 
verses already indicated, inserting them in the body 

of the Psalm, to express a kind of trouble which 

had come in his day, and had not been known 
before. 

And now the Psalm rises again into another The Mercies 
atmosphere, purer, and more sunny than before. % the Lord. 
The expression of confident prayer is found in many 
accents and forms (ver. 19to end). The great good- 
ness of Jehovah, laid up as it were in store ready to 
be appropriated by those who fear Him,—how great 
itis! ‘The secret of Jehovah’ (ver. 20) a favourite 
thought of the inspired writers, known only to a 
few, but known by them as inexpressibly blessed, is 
connected with the secret place of the Tabernacle or 
Temple, where the glory was specially manifested. 
There shall God’s people be ‘ hidden’ for safety and for 
joy ; there shall they be kept secret ‘from the strife 
of tongues,’ from the abuse of evil men who fear not 
God, and who hate His people! Blessed indeed be 
Jehovah ; for the Psalmist has tasted of His good- 
ness, and seen His marvellous loving-kindness. Even 
when hope was all but gone, God heard his cry. 

And now he calls aloud to the people of God, ‘O 
love Jehovah. He plentifully rewardeth His saints. 
Be of good courage, He shall strengthen your heart, 
all ye that hope in Jehovah!’ 
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1. Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered. 

2. Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, 
and in whose spirit there is no guile. 

3. When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roar- 
ing all the day long. 

4. For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my 
moisture is turned into the drought of summer. Selah. 

5. I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I 
not hid. JI said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord ; 
and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah. 

6. For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a 
time when thou mayest be found: surely in the floods of great 
waters they shall not come nigh unto him. 

7. Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from 
<Aardg ; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. 
Selah. 

8. I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou 
shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye. 

9. Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no under- 
standing: whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, lest 
they come near unto thee. 

10. Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that trusteth 
in the Lord, mercy shall compass him about. 

11. Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout 
for joy, all ye that are upright in heart, 
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FORGIVENESS—FULL AND 
FREE 


Yes: as may be judged from our titulary summary, Psalm 
it is a precious Psalm, and has had a blessed history. xxxii. 
It was, and I suppose is still used on the Day of 
Atonement by the Jews; and who can say what an A Precious 
appeal has thus been made to hearts, for many ‘**™ 
centuries, by its verses? It is one of the seven 
‘Passion Psalms’ of the Psalter, leading us straight 

to the Cross, and what it can do for us. It was 

called by Luther one of the ‘Pauline Psalms,’ 
meaning that it brought out beforehand the truth as 

to Divine Forgiveness, which is the central part of 
Paul’s message. And nearly 1200 years before 
Luther, it was hung up by Augustine of Hippo at 

the foot of his own dying bed, that his eye might 

linger on the words, that show the blotting out of 

sin by God. 

David probably is its author: but when? It is Its Origin. 
almost better not to know, for it might limit its 
application to like cases; just as some have 
rejoiced that we are not told what Paul’s ‘ thorn in the 
flesh’ was, so that we recognize our own ‘thorns in 
the flesh,’ as coming under the power and promise 
of God. 
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We find then, here in a word, the Psalmist’s 
statement about forgiveness of Sin, in Old Testament 
times. The first Psalm affirms and describes the 
blessedness of the man who walks with God; the 
xxxii. Psalm describes the blessedness of the man 
who is forgiven by God. They are different. But 
every man who knows the first of these, has known 
the second: though, alas! some know the second, 
who have never fully reached the first. Blessed is 
the man, who is forgiven by God! 

Here, as already noted under the xxv. Psalm, three 
words are used to denote the Sin that has been 
done ; and they are the same three as there. rans- 
gression, Sin, Imquity, each with a separate mean- 
ing, both in Hebrew and English, though not the 
same differences in both tongues. The meanings in 
Hebrew may be said to be :—Sins of excess, sins of 
Jatlure, and sins of perversity. All of these had 
been done by the Psalmist, as he admits, and he has 
tasted the blessedness of having excess forgiven; 
failure covered; and perversity not imputed. For 
here also are three truths indicated about pardoning 
mercy. What is translated forgiveness refers to the 
‘taking away ’ or ‘carrying away’ of sin, as by the 
Scapegoat; what is rendered sin, refers to the 
‘covering’ or hiding away of our sins from the sight 
of God as by the cover of the mercy-seat in the 
Tabernacle ; and what is rendered ‘imputeth not,’ 
refers to the redeeming by ransom of the debt that 
the man cannot discharge. To these three thoughts 
about God’s pardon, the Psalmist adds, that in ‘the 
man’s spirit ’ there is ‘no guile.’ The meaning seems 
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to be that he had been honest in dealing with God ; Psalm 
and this is assumed as a condition of pardon in any **Xii. 
case. The man begins by remembering that God 
knows him perfectly, through and through, thought 

by thought : that there can be no concealment; and 

that, all that God sees the man acknowledges, and 

God forgives. The man is not a hypocrite; he is a 
Nathaniel, an ‘ Israelite in whom there is no guile, — 

and it was to this Psalm, and this verse of it (ver 2), 

that our Lord seems to have referred when speaking 

to Nathaniel. (John i. 47.) 

All this is the condition into which the Psalmist Repentance. 
has come: but he goes on to tell us how he came to 
it, and what he passed through. First of all (ver. 3), 
he sat alone, silent, in the presence of God saying 
nothing, able to say nothing! That was the time 
when he could only ‘roar’ with pain of heart and 
sorrow ; and he was in fever, burnt up with thirst 
and heat. (ver. 4.) Selah! Think of that!—the 
silent time—when the heart was burnt up within ! 

Next came a change,—a great change! Open Confession 
Confession to God! (ver. 5). His mouth was opened, ° 5 
he could not keep silence any more. ‘I acknow- 
ledged my sin unto thee; mine iniquity did I not 
hide!’ ‘I said, I will confess my transgressions unto 
Jehovah.’ He spake, audibly even, word by word, 
in his own hearing! One by one, he went over 
them! I exceeded; I failed; 1 was perverse! The 
very details were spoken in the ear of God! And 
THEN, there came to him the assurance that he was 
pardoned. Then: ‘Thou forgavest the iniquity of 
my sin.’ A great moment! Not apparently in the 
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Psalmist’s case, the first time of pardon, when he 
came to God as a sinner to be accepted and redeemed: 
but no doubt, for the pardon of some great falling 
away that looked like perfect ruin for ever. He was 
forgiven! Selah! Think of that! Yes: and 
never cease to think of it, as long as you live! 
Thank God for it; and thank God that David was 
inspired to tell and sing of it as he has done. For 
how wonderfully has it helped others! ‘For this 
shall every one that is godly ’ (though it may be fallen 
down, and almost in despair !)—‘cry unto thee in an 
acceptable time!’ (ver. 6). Such is the meaning and 
such the reference in this verse. A ‘time’ such as 
that referred by Isaiah xlix. 8; and by Paul, quoting 
the prophet, 2 Cor. vi. 2. The ‘acceptable time,’ 
when ‘ God may be found,’ is ‘now.’ It is to-day, to 
every man, who hears, or reads, or trembles. It is 
not after Death. Not at the Judgment Day, or 
before the Judgment Seat! < To-day, if ye will 
hear His voice, harden not your hearts.’ (Ps. xev. 
7, 8). ‘Thou art my _ hiding-place!” (ver. 7). 
Hiding i God, from God! From God the Judge 
and Punisher, we hide in God the Pardoner, the 
Saviour, the Father! Selah! Think of that! 
The sinner condemned, confessed and penitent, 
finding refuge in the Arms of Jehovah. 

And then thereafter, there need be no more such 
falling away: no more such experience ; no more 
such failure or coming under ‘the dominion of sin,’ 
For God promises all we need. ‘TI will instruct thee, 
and teach thee!’ (ver. 8). ‘I will guide thee with 
mine eye’ (ver. 8). Not with a bit, ora bridle, or a 
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goad, like the mule ; not with many sorrows crowd- Psalm 
ing and crushing, such as the wicked meet: but ‘he XXXii. 
that trusteth in Jehovah’ (that is the condition, the 

laying hold of the promises and of the Promiser !) 
‘Mercy shall compass him about!’ (ver. 10). 

Note then some of the precious Evangelical truths Precious 

here already glanced at. Let me bring some of them ?™*hs- 
together. ‘God is my Hiding-place. (1) The 
Burden of Sin felt the need for such a hiding-place. 
(2) Confession, of the Sin, and the Forgiveness that 
comes, and is accepted — such peace! (3) The 
Hiding-place,—so strange, so unexpected, so sufficient, 
so overwhelming! (4) Deliverance and Song. Com- 
passed about with songs. Heaven seems almost to 
have begun. 

In ver. 8-10 who speaks? Surely God. (1) 
Teaching ; (2) guiding with His eye; (3) freedom 
from bondage ; (4) the sorrows of the wicked; (5) 

. the atmosphere which faith breaths. 

In ver. 11 the state in which a Believer was 
meant to be. (1) Glad; (2) openly rejoicing ; (3) 
shouting ; (4) the upright heart ; (5) the heart of the 
child without guile! 


183 


PSALM XXXIII 


1, Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for 
the upright. 

2. Praise the Lord with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery 
and an instrument of ten strings, 

3. Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise. 

4. For the word of the Lord is right ; and all his works are 
done in truth. ; 

5. He loveth righteousness and judgment: the earth is full of 
the goodness of the Lord. 

6. By the word of the Lord were the heavens made 3 and all 
the host of them by the breath of his mouth. ; 
7. He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap: 
he layeth up the depth in storehouses. 
8. Let all the earth fear the Lord ; let all the inhabitants of 
the world stand in awe of him. 

9. For he spake, and it was done ; he commanded, and it stood 
fast. 

10. The Lord bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought: he 
maketh the devices of the people of none effect, 

11. The counsel of the Lord standeth for ever, the thoughts 
of his heart to all generations. 

12. Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord; and the people 
whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance. 

13. The Lord looketh from heaven ; he beholdeth all the sons 
of men, 

14. From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the 
inhabitants of the earth. 

2g He fashioneth their hearts alike; he considereth all their 
works. 

16. There is no king saved by the multitude of an host: a 
mighty man is not delivered by much strength, 

17. An horse isa vain thing for safety: neither shall he deliver 
any by his great strength. 

18. Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear him, 
upon them that hope in his mercy ; 
: 19. To deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in 
amine, 

oe Our soul waiteth for the Lord: he is our help and our 

shield. 

21. For our heart shall rejoice in him, because we have trusted 
in his holy name. 

a Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, according as we hope 
in thee. : 
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THE close of the previous Psalm and the opening Psalm 
words of this (explaining for us why the one xxxiii, 
follows the other in the Psalter) may well suggest the The Joy of 
question whether we have ever given credit to the Old eon 
Testament Saints for the amount of joy that they Saints. 
found in God’s service. The prevailing feeling 
concerning them is, that they lay under a heavy 
bondage of ceremonies and rites, of offerings and 

tithes and observances which left no room for freedom 

either of thought or action. This feeling no doubt 

takes its rise largely from the language used by 

Paul to the Galatians (iv. 9) ‘The weak and beggarly 
elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in 
bondage’; and to the Colossians (ii. 20) ‘ Wherefore 

+++ are ye subject to ordinances,—touch not, taste 

not, handle not?’ But the difference is great 
between what the Jewish Service became in its 
decadence in later times, and what it had been as 

given by God and observed by the Psalmist and 
others. I venture to affirm that when we compare the 
Diaries of our later Christian Saints with the utter- 

ances of the Psalms, there are nowhere to be found 

more frequent, or more ecstatic utterances of joy in 

God and His mercies, than are patent in the Psalms, 
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Take for instance this xxxiii. Psalm. ‘Tts Key- 
note is Joy in Jehovah. With this it begins (ver. 1): 


oe. Keynote and with this it closes (ver. 21). Its first three 


Sources of 
Joy. 


verses contain six calls to Joy and Binge” Rejoice 
in Jehovah’; ‘praise is comely’; ‘praise Jehovah 
with harp’; ‘sing unto Him with Psaltery’; ‘sing 
unto Him ‘a new song’; ‘play with loud noise.’ 
There can be no doubt of the heartiness of such ex- 
pressions. They are the utterance of an exuberance 
of holy joy which cannot be repressed. 

Its sources and objects are found in the Word, the 
Creative Work, the Providential Dealings, and the 
Gracious Choice and Guidance of Jehovah. 

His Word (ver. 4-6) is characterised by Truth, 
Right and Judgment; by the love of Righteousness, 
and by abounding goodness everywhere seen. 

His Creative Work (7-9) was done by a com- 
mandment which was instantly obeyed ; The Spirit 
of God (ver. 6) made the Hosts of Heaven by a word. 
The sea, in its tempests and its calm, rising to the 
Heavens, or sinking into untold depths—‘He com- 
manded and it stood fast. The Providential — 
Dealings of God (ver. 10, 11) are seen in the despair 
and destruction of the Heathen, and their devices ; 
while His own Counsels from everlasting are stedfast 
and sure. 

The Gracious Choice and Guidance of Jehovah 
(ver. 12-19) are seen in Israel, His chosen, His 
inheritance, His own! How true the insight of the 
Psalmist was, and how the ages and centuries have 
lent strength to what he says! And it has not been 
by their own wisdom or power or multitude that 
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they have been saved. No: but by the grace of Psalm 
Jehovah only! ‘The eye of the Lord has been upon XXXiii. 
them, to keep them alive, and deliver them.’ 

Wherefore again the Psalm urges the duty and Duty and 
privilege of humble service and of holy joy. Mark Privilege. 
how the phases of faith go under his pen—‘God’s 
eye is upon them that fear Him’ to deliver them 
from the power of sin, and the dangers and troubles 
of life. Their duty and privilege (1) to fear Him 
(ver. 18); (2) to hope in, and for, His mercy 
(ver. 18); (3) to hold fast to Him in trust, through 
famine, and even through Death (ver. 19); (4) to 
wait on, and for, Jehovah (ver. 20); (5) to take 
Him for our Help and our Shield (ver. 20); (6) to 
let our heart rejoice ; (7) to trust always in His Holy 
Name.’ 

And then note the concluding word, well worthy 
to be remembered. ‘Hope’ is our measure of the 
Divine Mercy upon us: Hope, which is the 
Blossoming of Faith,—Faith in Flower! 

We are ‘saved by Hope’ (Rom. viii, 24): we 
‘rejoice in Hope’ (Rom. y. 2); Hope ‘maketh not 
ashamed’ (Rom. v. 5). Hence ‘we also joy in God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom we have 
now received the Atonement (Rom. v. 11). 
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1. I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall continually 


be in my mouth. 
2. My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: the humble shall 


hear thereof, and be glad. 
3. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name to- 


gether. 


4. I sought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from 
all my fears. 
5. They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces 


were not ashamed. 

6. This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, .and saved him 
out of all his troubles. 

7. The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear 
him, and delivereth them. 

8. O taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man 
that trusteth in him. 

9. O fear the Lord, ye his saints: for there is no want to them 
that fear him. 

10. The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that 
seek the Lord shall not want any good thing. 

11. Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the 
fear of the Lord, 

12. What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, 
that he may see good ? 

a Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking 

ile. 
ag Depart from evil, and do good ; seek peace, and pursue it. 

15. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears 
are open unto their ery. 

16. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, to cut off 
the remembrance of them from the earth. 

17, The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivercth 
them out of all their troubles, 

18. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and 
saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 

19. Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the Lord de- 
livereth him out of them all. 

20. He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken. 

21. Evil shall slay the wicked: and they that hate the righteous 
shall be desolate. : 

22. The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants: and none of 
them that trust in him shall be desolate. 
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WuHize all the Psalms are of great spiritual value, Psalm 
there are some which are special favourites and in XXxiv. 
this number is the Psalm before us. It is one of 

those on which the author bestowed special labour, 

being one of the alphabetical Psalms, each of the 
twenty-two verses beginning with a letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet, placed in order. As in some 

other instance, however, the order is not perfectly 

kept, through some personal difficulty to make one , 

or two letters come in as the author wished. The 

old guess of the Septuagint translators is that this 
Psalm was written by David when he pretended to 

be mad before Achish the Philistine King: but it 
contains little to bear out that connection. 

Be this as it may, however, the contents of the The Heart 
Psalm have made it a favourite with the readers of he oleae 
Scripture and a great means of spiritual blessing to 
many. It is really an opening up and revealing of 
the author's heart, and then a call on others to give 
praise in the same way to the Lord (ver. 1-7). Here 
is David, or some other writer, making known and 
testifying what he has been and what God has been 
to him. He says that he will ‘bless Jehovah at all 
tumes,’ and that God’s praise shall ‘ Continually be in 
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his mouth’ (ver. 1). In these words we find here 
the teaching that everything which happens to us 
should give ground for praising God. Everything is 
chosen for us by God, and therefore is the best. 
Paul tells us this: ‘All things work together for 
good to them that love God’ (Rom. viii. 28). And 
again: ‘In everything give thanks for this is the Will 
of God in Christ Jesus concerning you’ (1 Th. v. 18). 
It is a wonderful thought and guidance for our 
spiritual life, but David had already found and 
practised it! Then let us follow him as he cries or 
sings, ‘I bless, I praise, I boast, all humble ones 
shall be glad of it!’ Let us join, in our hearts, as 
we read. For he continues, ‘I sought, He heard, 
He delivered! From all fears! Those who were 
with me looked, and were lightened’ (of their 
burden, and of their darkness also!) And I, who. 
was with them—‘ this poor man,’ broken, humbled, 
—I cried and Jehovah heard and saved! Yes, ‘the 
Angel of the covenant Jehovah’ encamps close by 
any one who travels with the fear of the Lord in 
his heart; He is within hearing, and within sight. 
Such is the personal testimony of the past, which 
the Psalmist gives, setting it down now when in 
safety and at rest, with time to reflect and to pause 
over the lines he is writing to God’s glory! 

In the second part of the Psalm (ver. 8-22) he 
turns to the duty of helping and directing others to 
the same blessing as he had himself received and has 
just described. To all his readers, he says :—‘O 
taste and see that Jehovah is good, blessed is the 
man that trusteth in Him.’ Here I find three 
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thoughts worth meditating upon. (1) The best know- Psalm 
ledge of God comes through experience. Indeed, | xxiv. 
might put it the only knowledge of Him. No one is 
so much misunderstood as God : but by those who do 
not know Him for themselves. One of the most ex- 
traordinary facts about our Lord’s life on earth, is 
that He was so entirely misunderstood. This applies 
largely even to His Disciples: and it is all but over- 
whelming in the case of others. Never was a man 
so hopelessly misunderstood by those who opposed 
Him. And itis so also with God the Father. Only 
those who are His, know Him atall! (2) Then it is 
hinted that our experience of God is varied. Two 
of the senses are referred to in this ver. 8. Taste 
and sight. No doubt to show us, that there are 
many entrances by which the knowledge of God may 
reach our hearts. The tasting here was (in the early 
days of the church) often referred to the Eucharistic 
Table of the Lord; but it must not be confined to 
that. The teaching of John vi. 48, 50, 51, etc. is 
based on the same thought. Appropriation is specially 
meant by the use of this simile. And when to this 
is added sight, it presents to us a vivid representation 
of what God may become to us. (3) The third 
thought is, that those who have ‘tasted and seen’ in 
the way referred to, all come to the same conclusion, 
that God is good. Only in this way of experience 
can we come to it: but by this way, we are sure to 
reach it. ‘If so be’ (says the aged Peter) ‘ye have 
tasted that the Lord is gracious’! (1 Pet. ii. 3). He 
had, and therefore knew! and David also knew, ‘O 
taste and see’! (ver. 9). The next verse repeats a 
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sentiment that we find in another Psalm, in a very 
conspicuous place. ‘ There is no want to them that 
fear Him.’ This is a repetition of Psalm xxiii. 1. 
Only, there, it begins from personal experience and is 
taken home for future use. ‘Therefore, I shall not 
want’! Here, it is the general truth guaranteed for 
every one who will venture on trusting God fully— 
‘There is no want to them that fear Him.’ And it is 
repeated in the next verse (ver. 10). In face of the fact, 
that Nature brings want to many, and that her strong- 
est creatures cannot always frighten it away. Yes: but 
‘they that seek Jehovah shall not want any good 
thing’! Amen! I cannot pass on without recalling and 
recording what others have remembered, that it was 
here, at this verse, that the good and great Columba, 
the true Patron Saint of Scotland, laid down his pen. 
He wrote, as well as journeyed and spoke, for Christ ; 
and was engaged on a MS. copy of the Psalms, when 
strength departed: and after writing this verse, he 
laid down his pen, and wrote no’more. This verse 
was no doubt the expression of his own life-long 
experience and his own knowledge of God. 

(Ver. 12-14). Turning to the younger ones, 
David writes next something for the children. He 
gathers them round, ‘Come ye children! hearken unto 
me!’ He is going to tell them a secret,—‘ the secret 
of the Lord.’ It is the secret of long life. Such as 
was shadowed out in the 5th Commandment—‘ that 
thy days may be long in the land.’ He gives them 
directions how to live. And in these, we find how 
practical, and how varied, and how all-round a life, 
the service of God demands. The tongue, the lips, 
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the hands, the heart, the life, all these are separately Psalm 
embraced in two verses (13, 14). Then, how real *XXIv. 
Jehovah becomes to His servants—<‘the eyes of the 

Lord, His ears, His face,’ are all before them. Prayer 

is never in vain. ‘The Lord heareth and delivereth.’ 

And of all His servants, these things are specially 

true of the humble, the broken in heart, the contrite 

in spirit! It is true that there are trials, sorrows, 
‘afflictions’; but it is not that the Lord is careless, 

or ignorant of them: He sends these as cures, as 

helps, as medicine. A blessing in every trouble! 

More softening of the heart, if nothing else! Yes, 

the Narrow Way is the Best Way. Here is the con- 

trast : the wicked slain through their own evil: the 
Righteous redeemed by God; the haters of the 
Righteous, guilty and desolate: Nor ONE of the 
Righteous deserted: Not one! 
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1, Plead my cause, O Lord, with them that strive with me: 
fight against them that fight against me. 

2. Take hold of shield and buckler, and stand up for mine 
help. 

3 Draw out also the spear, and stop the way against them that 
persecute me: say unto my soul, I am thy salvation. 

4. Let them be confounded and put to shame that seek after my 
soul: let them be turned back and brought to confusion that 
devise my hurt. 

5. Let them be as chaff before the wind: and let the angel of 
the Lord chase them. 

6. Let their way be dark and slippery: and let the angel of 
the Lord persecute them. . 

7. For without cause have they hid for me their net in a pit, 
which without cause they have digged for my soul. 

8. Let destruction come upon him at unawares ; and let his net 
that he hath hid catch himself: into that very destruction let 
him fall. 

9. And my soul shall be joyful in the Lord: it shall rejoice in 
his salvation. 

10. All my bones shall say, Lord, who is like unto thee, which 
deliverest the poor from him that is too strong for him, yea, the 
poor and the needy from him that spoileth him ? 

11. False witnesses did rise up ; they laid to my charge things 
that I knew not. 

12. They rewarded me evil for good to the spoiling of my soul. 

13. But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was 
sackcloth ; I humbled my soul with fasting; and my prayer 
returned into mine own bosom. 

14. I behaved myself as though he had been my friend or 
brother: I bowed down heavily, as one that mourneth for his 
mother. 

15. But in mine adversity they rejoiced, and gathered themselves 
together: yea, the abjects gathered themselves together against 
me, and I knew it not; they did tear me, and ceased not: 

16. With hypocritical mockers in feasts, they gnashed upon 
me with their teeth. 

17. Lord, how long wilt thou look on? rescue my soul from 
their destructions, my darling from the lions, 
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18. I will give thee thanks in the great congregation: I will 
praise thee among much people. 

19. Let not them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over 
me: neither let them wink with the eye that hate me without a 
cause. 

20. For they speak not peace: but they devise deceitful matters 
against them that are quiet in the land. 

21. Yea, they opened their mouth wide against me, and said, 
Aha, aha, our eye Math seen it, 

22. This thou hast seen, O Lord: keep not silence: O Lord, 
be not far from me. 

23. Stir up thyself, and awake to my judgment, even unto my 
cause, my God and my Lord. 

24. Judge me, O Lord my God, according to thy righteousness ; 
and let them not rejoice over me. 

25. Let them not say in their hearts, Ah, so would we have it : 
let them not say, We have swallowed him up. 

26, Let them be ashamed and brought to confusion together 
that rejoice at mine hurt: let them be clothed with shame and 
dishonour that magnify themselves against me. 

27. Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my 
righteous cause: yea, let them say continually, Let the Lord be 
magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servant. 

28. And my tongue shall speak of thy righteousness and of thy 
praise all the day long. 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT 
PARACLETE 


Psalm One secret at least of the present arrangement of 
XXXV. Psalms following each other is discernible in the 
oe Bat be f relation of the Psalm before us to that which goes 
"before. They are the only two Psalms in which 
mention is made of ‘the Angel of Jehovah,’ and 
this is the link which has determined their conjunc- 

tion (xxxiv. 7; xxxv. 5, 6). . 
The The most distinctive thing however as to this 
Paraclete. xxxv. Psalm is that it is almost the only place in 
the Old Testament in which the office of Christ as 
our Advocate, or Paraclete, is alluded to or plainly 
implied. For here Jehovah is appealed to, not only 
as the Judge who is to decide the cause, but as the 
Pleader who is to defend the accused and to appear 
for him against his foes and accusers. Almost the 
whole Psalm may be considered as addressed to Him 
in this capacity ; so that the case of the Psalmist is 
not very different from what He Himself endured 
on earth, and which so fits and prepares Him to be 

the Intercessor for His people. 
The Psalm opens, and it closes, with this strong 
appeal to God, and between these two parts (ver. 
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11-18) it contains a vivid description of the enemies Psalm 
from whom David seeks protection. XXXV. 

The opening appeal represents God as engaged in The Appeal. 

the Defence and Protection of His people. He is 
set before us almost as ‘the Captain of the Lord’s 
Host’ (Josh. v. 14). ‘The Lord is a Man of War’ 
(Ex. xv. 3): and so He is spoken of here as having 
‘shield, ‘buckler,’ ‘spear.’ ‘The Angel of the Lord,’ 
(ver. 5, 6) is asked to ‘chase’ and to ‘ persecute’ the 
foes who have gathered together. It is the same 
thought as we find in 2 Kings xix. 35, when the 
Angel of Jehovah smites the Assyrians ; as in 1 Chron. 
xxi. 12, 15, 16, where the Angel goes through the 
land breathing out pestilence as a punishment ; 
and even as in Acts xii. 23, when He smites Herod 
the King. So does the unity of Scripture constantly 
appear even where we do not look for it. Contrast 
with this view the relation in which the same Angel 
holds to the Psalmist himself and all the people of 
God. As in Ps. xxxiv. 7, He is their Protector: 
so here God ‘the Man of War’ is asked to ‘say 
unto my soul, I am Thy salvation.’ 

A verse occurs in this appeal to Jehovah which A Jewish 
has left its mark in a singular way even to these C¥St™ 
modern days. ‘All my bones shall say, O Jehovah, 
who is like unto Thee which deliverest the poor?’ 

(ver. 10). With the strange literalness which dis- 

tinguishes the Jewish mind, this has been literally 

understood ; and accordingly the scene at the Jews’ 

wailing-place in Jerusalem, every Friday afternoon, 

is meant to carry out the intention of the Psalmist. 

The rocking of the body to and fro, as the prayers 
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are repeated, never resting or ceasing during that 
season of prayer, will not be forgotten by any one 
who has seen it, and its justification is rested by the 
Jews themselves upon this verse. 

The description of the enemies of the Psalmist 
is striking—they ‘strive,’ they ‘fight’ (ver. 1), they 
‘persecute’ (ver. 3); they ‘seek after my soul,’ they 
‘devise my hurt’ (ver. 4); they have ‘digged a pit 
for my soul,’ and have ‘hid their net within it’ 
(ver. 7). But above all (ver. 11) they are ‘false 
witnesses,’ ‘laying to my charge things I knew not’; 
they ‘rewarded me evil for good’ (ver. 12), even 
though I had been grieved for them and had helped 
them in their distress, mourning and weeping with 
them. But now they rejoice, they mock, they gnash 
their teeth against me (ver. 14-16). They are 
seeking my life; they have no mercy; they long to 
see me ruined. They cry ‘Aha! aha!’ (ver. 21). 
What a picture of a public life, assailed by personal 
enmity ; and of a private life, which finds old friends 
in strong opposition! That was the portion which 
our Psalmist had received, and which he brings 
before the Lord. Was it not the very portion of 
Christ Himself in His life upon the Earth ? 

But from it all, he turns to Jehovah again. ‘I 
will give thanks ;’ ‘I will praise’; O Lord, keep 
not silence, be not far from me! Awake, save me, 
judge me; show that the righteous are not wrong 
in the choice that they have made! Let all the 
people who serve Thee, rejoice and be glad; glorify 
thy Name, O Jehovah; let Jehovah be magnified 
who rejoices in His people’s prosperity! My 
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tongue shall speak of Thy Righteousness, and of Psalm 
Thy Praise! It shall never be weary of praising XXXvV- 
Thee ‘all the day long!’ O for such a song to 

rise out of all our afflictions, to glorify the Name of 

our God! 
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1. The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that 
there is no fear of God before his eyes. 

2. For he flattereth himself in his own eyes, until his iniquity 
be found to be hateful. 

8. The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit: he hath 
left off to be wise, and to do good. 

4. He deviseth mischief upon his bed ; he setteth himself in a 
way that is not good ; he abhorreth not evil. 

5. Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens ; and thy faithfulness 
reacheth unto the clouds. 

6. Thy righteousness is like the great mountains ; thy judg- 
ments are a great deep: O Lord, thou preservest man and beast. 

7. How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore 
the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings. 

8. They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy 
house; and thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy 
pleasures, 

9. For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we 
see light. , 

10. O continue thy loving-kindness unto them that know thee - 
and thy righteousness to the upright in heart. 5 

11. Let not the foot of pride come against me, and let not the 
hand of the wicked remove me, 

12. There are the workers of iniquity fallen - the 
down, and shall not be able to rise. shes To ees 


200 


PSALM XXXVI 
THE CONTRAST 


Tuts Psalm consists of two pictures, one of which is Psalm 
a striking exposure of the Godless man, and the ¥XXvi. 
other a joyful and almost eestatic praise of Jehovah. 

The first verse is a great crux for Hebrew scholars, The State 
and there are two views of its meaning both strongly = ea ae 
held. The newer view is that the wicked man has 
an oracle in his own breast, by which he goes, and 
which tells him that there is no need to care about 
God. The older view is that represented in our ANG 
The sin of the wicked tells me in my heart, that he 
cares nothing for God. 

The source of his confidence and carelessness is 
self-flattery. He has found no better guide in life 
than himself. He does not believe in what is called 
goodness in other men. It is a mere cover and gloss 
over what is beneath. They are no better than he 
is, probably they are not so good. This opinion of 
self he holds to, until some great exposure takes 
place, which shows what he is both to the world and 
to himself. He has at some former day been better 
than he is, but has fallen further than he ever did, 

‘he hath left off to be wise and to do good’; he 

now devises wickedness beforehand often during 

the waking hours of night, and enjoys the imagina- 
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tion of evil as much as the doing of it; he has no 
hatred for evil now. Conscience works in him only 
by fear, not by the sense of rectitude. Evil has 
become his good. Such is the miserable picture of the 
man who does not care for God. q 

Next, the Psalm turns to quite an opposite thought. 
Without a pause, or even a step between, it begins 
to praise God. It does so in the shape of direct 
address, not telling to men what God is, but using 
the privilege of love, it pours out its thoughts direct- 
ly into the Divine Ear. Note how rapidly it 
enumerates the various things in God, about which 
it has learned to rejoice. His mercy, His Faithful- 
ness, His Righteousness, His Judgments, His Provi- 
dence, His Loving-kindness. Distinguish between 
His faithfulness, which makes the promises of Scrip- 
ture so valuable, and His Righteousness, which takes 
a much wider scope, and ranges over the whole 
sphere of Morality. Mark the strength of the faith 
which has courage enough to rejoice in the ‘judg- 
ments’ of God, which are naturally terrible to an 
imperfect man. Think of the word used about His 
loving-kindness,—‘ excellent’ in A.V. but ‘ precious’ 
is the usual translation for the word, meaning some- 
thing clear, shining, lustrous, like gold or precious 
stones. See how the author can find nothing to 
compare to these qualities in God, save some of His 
own works. The great, mountains are like His 
Righteousness ; the fleecy clouds which lie in the 
Heavens or are wafted across them, are like His 
faithfulness: and the deep unfathomed sea going fat 
beneath man’s ken being like His ‘judgments.’ 
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Nor do these things exhaust the Psalmist’s gratitude Psalm 

and praise. He passes to others, less observable to XXXvi. 
many, but more spiritual and more dear. There is the The Joy of 
‘fatness of God’s House,’ with which the children of Ge 3 
men are satisfied. Some tell us that this means the 
Jewish sacrifices and the delight of presenting them: 
but it surely goes far beyond these, and covers all the 
joy of Communion with God, in offerings and prayers 
and praise and common worship. He speaks of ‘the 
shagow of God’s wings,’ in which men trust ; which 
points to the pillar of cloud, which:showed that God 
was with them, ‘a shadow from the heat.’ He 
remembers ‘the River of Thy Pleasures,’ which seems 
to call up in memory some River in the Desert, to 
drink of which was life; and he passes on to ‘ the 
Fountain of Life,’ more precious than the River which 
flows from it, because the Fountain is close to God 
Himself. He is the Fountain from which the Rivers 
flow. He is ‘ Light,’ in which, or in Whom, we see 
‘light "—a strange forecasting of the words about our 
Lord Himself, ‘ that was the true light, which lighteth 
every man’ (John. i. 9). He speaks of God’s loving- 
kindness, connecting it with ‘them that know Thee’ 
(ver. 10) and with them alone ; and of God’s Right- 
eousness, which is visible only to ‘the upright in 
heart’ (ver. 10). Think of the new Benediction which 
lies hidden there—‘ Blessed are the upright in heart, 
for they shall see the Righteousness of God ! 

And then once more, the thought of his many foes 
crosses his mind, stays his song, nearly puts it out 
of tune: the men of the ‘ proud foot’ and of the 
‘wicked hand’; they go on evil errands, and are 
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ready to do evil deeds. These are the ‘ workers of 
iniquity: but they cannot stand. Already they are 
‘fallen’: they are cast down; and shall not be able 
to rise! ” 

What a wonderful little Psalm! Part of it surely, 
almost worthy to be sung in Heaven itself ! 
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1, Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious 
against the workers of iniquity. 

2. For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither 
as the green herb. 

3. Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the 
land, and verily thou shalt be fed. 

4. Delight thyself also in the Lord ; and he shall give thee the 
desires of thine heart. 

5. Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him 3 and he 
shall bring it to : 

6. And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and 
thy judgment as the noonday, 

7. Rest in the Lord, aid wait patiently for him: fret not 
thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the 
man who bringeth wicked devices to 4 

8. Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any 
wise to do evil. 

9. For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the 
Lord, they shall inherit the earth. 

10. For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, 
thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be. 

11. But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight 
themselves in the abundance of peace. 

12, The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth upon him 
with his teeth. 

13, The Lord shall laugh at him: for he seeth that his day is 
coming. 

14, The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have bent their 
bow, to cast down the poor and needy, and to slay such as be of 
upright conversation. 

15. Their sword shall enter into their own heart, and their bows 
shall be broken. 

16. A little that a righteous man hath is better than the riches 
of many wicked. 

17. For the arms of the wicked shall be broken: but the Lord 
upholdeth the righteous. 

18. The Lord knoweth the days of the upright: and their in- 
heritance shall be for ever. 

19. They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in the 
days of famine they shall be satisfied. 
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20. But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the Lord 
shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke 
shall they consume away. 

21. The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: but the 
righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth. 

22. For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the earth; and 
they that be cursed of him shall be cut off, 

23. The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and he 
delighteth in his way/ 

24, Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the 
Lord upholdeth him with his hand. 

25. I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen 
the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. 

26. He is ever merciful, and lendeth ; and his seed is blessed. 

27. Depart from evil, and do good ; and dwell for evermore. 

28. For the Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his saints ; 
they oy preserved for ever: but the seed of the wicked shall be 
cut off. ; 

29. The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for 
ever. ' ; 
30. The mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom, and his 
tongue talketh of judgment. 
ee The law of his God is in his heart ; none of his steps shall 
slide. 

Sie The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay 
im. 
33. The Lord will not leave him in his hand, nor condemn him 

when he is judged. 

34, Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, and he shall exalt 
thee to inherit the land: when the wicked are cut off, thou shalt 
see it. 

35. I have seen the wicked in great power, and spreading 
himself like a green bay tree. 

36. Yet he passed away, and, lo, he was not: yea, I sought him, 
but he could not be found. 

37. Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end 
of that man is peace, 

38. But the transgressors shall be destroyed together: the end 
of the wicked shall be cut off. ; 

39. But the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord: he is their 
strength in the time of trouble. 

40, And the Lord shall help them, and deliver them: he shall 


oe them from the wicked, and save them, because they trust 
in him, 
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Tuts is another alphabetical Psalm, pointing to Psalm 
leisure on the part of the author, but like most of *XXVii. 
the others, the arrangement is here and there in 

default. This arrangement was possibly the origin 

of the division of the whole Bible into verses. As 

there are here forty verses and twenty-two letters in ~ 
the Hebrew alphabet, the general rule in this 

Psalm is to give two verses to each letter. 

The connecting link between this Psalm and the 
preceding is the phrase ‘workers of iniquity’ 
occurring in the last verse of the xxxvi. and the first 
verse of this Psalm. Few songs of the Psalter are 
finer, sweeter, and more comforting than the one 
before us. 

It begins with the injunction—No fretting! A No Fretting! 
word this which binds the ages together and enables 
us to see with a sympathetic thrill, how men and 
women felt, in that early Jewish day. The writer 
did not think of us, as he wrote, for he knew us not: 
but we are almost surprised to learn it. Three times 
he repeats his word (ver. 1, 7, 8). Fretting is 
natural for a man (specially for a poet ?) surrounded 
by enemies and evil neighbours,—natural but need- 
less. Is it a small thing to engage the page of 
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Scripture? Those who know the result, and those 
who penetrate beneath the surface, will not think 
so, Fretting makes a miserable man; nay, a 
miserable home: and they who are marked by it are 
men who do not know what God can do in the soul, 
or have forgotten it, 

There must be ‘no fretting!’ How to avoid it? 
Trust and do. ‘Trust in Jehovah and do good!’ Or 
as a hymn-writer has it with but slight alteration 
‘ Trust in God, and do the right!’ Then, what will 
come? Dwelling in the land (God’s land); and 
‘feeding on faithfulness ’ (as it has been put) that is, 
on God's faithfulness. 

But how to get what we need, and desire? The 
verses 4 and 5 tell us, if we believe them ; 
We are (1) to delight ourselves in Jehovah ; we have 
(2) to ‘commit our way’ unto Him. We have next 
(3) to trust Him about this committal. Then, He 
will (1) give us the desires of our heart ; He will (2) 
bring our way to pass; and (3) He will bring forth 
our righteousness in the matter as the light, even as 
the noonday. Now if we wish farther authority 
than our inspired Psalmist, let us remember the 
Lord’s promise (John xv. 7) ‘ Ye shall ask what ye will 
and it shall be given unto you!’ Yes, if ‘ye abide in 
Me, and My words abide in you.’ And shall we 
turn to St Peter's words? (1 Pet. iv. 19) ‘Let them 
that suffer according to the Will of God, commit the 
keeping of their souls to Him.’ Did he remember 
the words of our Psalm as he wrote? And St Paul 
too, teaches the same lesson—‘I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep 
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that which I have committed unto Him against that Psalm 
Day’ (2 Tim. i. 12). Did both Peter and Paul learn Xxxvii. 
about the safety and wisdom of committing their 

way to God, from our present Psalm ? 

To commit, to rest, to watt, not to fret, these are 
the lessons of our Psalmist for us in his first few 
verses | 

But he has more, many more, if we are willing to A Warning 
learn. He dwells on a warning against evil-doers os hs ag 
that they shall be ‘cut off.’ Four times he tells us 
so (ver. 2, 9, 10, 22). He does not say that they 
shall die young, or die by violent deaths, though 
both of these often come true. Sinners as a rule are 
not long-lived, the effect of sin on the body is not 
in favour of health. But it is sufficient for the 
Psalmist’s warning, that when Death comes to the 
evil-doer, it is an awful retribution. 

He then passes on to great promises for the people promises for 
of God. The promise of inheriting the earth, or the God’s 
land (for the word may be taken in either sense, or sats te 
in both) is given here five times, and with a certain 
slight alteration, twice more, making seven times in 
all. In (ver. 9, 11, 22, 29, 34, and also in 3, 27) 
we have the promise ‘The meek shall inherit the 
earth’ (ver. 11). I quote this specially because the 
Lord took it ¢psissimis verbis, for one of the Bene- 
dictions with which He opened the Sermon on the 
Mount (Matt v. 5). The translation of the Septuagint 
is exactly the same as the Greek in Matthew. What 
an honour for this Psalm! This may also justify me 
in asking attention to the seven forms of the promise 
in the Psalm, and to the people who receive it. It 
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may be said generally (1) that the Jew who serves 
God in meekness is here made sure of the promise 
to Abraham, to inherit the land (see Matt. xix. 28), 
and (2) that it extends also to the Christian meek 
ones who shall be ‘Kings and priests unto God’ 
(Rev. v. 9, 10). 

But let us mark the different classes who receive 
the promise in the Psalm : (1) Those who trust and do 
(ver. 3). (2) Those ‘that wait upon the Lord’ (ver. 9). 
And here let me say that the ‘waiting upon God,’ 
so prominent in this and other Psalms, covers the 
double meaning of waiting as service of various kinds, 
especially what may be regarded as personal to 
Christ: and of ‘waiting’ till God’s time shall come. 
There is nothing which God keeps in His own hand 
more than the times when His promises are to be 
kept, and nothing in which our estimate differs from 
God’s more, than in the matter of time. Thus 
watting is often the special difficulty, and then the 
special grace, of a believer. (3)The meek are a third 
class who are blessed of God (as we have seen already 
in ver. 11); and inheritance is not the only blessing 
there promised to them. (4) The ‘ Blessed of God’ 
(ver. 22) are a fourth class. If this be the meaning 
of the verse, as it apparently is, there is some 
difficulty in understanding what is specially pointed 
to. Am I wrong in suggesting that it is the blessing 
of pardon which is chiefly in view? (5) Those who 
depart from evil (ver. 27) shall ‘dwell for evermore’ 
on the renewed earth with God; that is those 
whose lives are marked by Holiness. (6) The 
Righteous (ver. 29)—-this statement is too vague 

210 


Wait and Rest 


and general to justify any limited interpretation, Psalm 
possibly it may be those in whom the thought of Xxxvii. 
Duty is supreme; but there is reason to fear that 

the text of this verse has suffered and. that its 
meaning cannot be certainly grasped. (7) The last 

word on the subject is ‘those who keep God’s Way’ 

‘shall inherit the land (ver. 34) the ‘kept’ who keep 

the way of the Lord! How beautifully the word 

comes in (1 Pet. i. 5), ‘Kept by the power of God, 
through faith’ that no doubt is the meaning of 

ver. 34 here. And what a record of a man’s life! 

And what a word for a man’s tombstone ! 

We have nearly reached the close of this Psalm. A Contrast 
Before leaving it, mark the end of two men described. refine 
‘The perfect man’ (ver. 37). ‘The end of that man ment. 
is peace’ (ver. 37). The word perfect does not mean 
what our English word bears—it signifies, the 
upright, straightforward, sincere servant of God. 

‘The end of the wicked shall be cut off!’ (ver. 38). 
What a silence! What a darkness broods over it ! 

And ere we come to the last word, do not let us 
lose sight of what is said of Jehovah, ere the Psalm 
closes. ‘Salvation’ is of him ; ‘strength’ (ver. 39) ; 
‘Help’; Deliver; Save; and all because, and only 
because ‘ they trust in Him’! (ver. 40). Who would 
not trust Jehovah? As some one has said,—‘ If God . 
gave me the choice, I would ask Him to choose 
for me!’ 
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1. O Lord, rebuke me not in thy wrath: neither chasten me in 
thy hot displeasure, 

2. For thine arrows stick fast in me, and thy hand presseth me 
sore, 

3. There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine anger ; 
neither is there any rest in my bones because of my sin. 

4, For mine iniquities are gone over mine head: as an heavy 
burden they are too heavy for me. 

5. My wounds stink and are corrupt because of my foolishness. 

6. I am troubled; I am bowed down greatly ; I go mourning 
all the day long. 

7. For my loins are filled with a loathsome disease: and there 
is no soundness in my flesh. 

8. Iam feeble and sore broken: I have roared by reason of the 
disquietness of my heart. : 

9. Lord, all my desire is before thee; and my groaning is not 
hid from thee. 

10. My heart panteth, my strength faileth me: as for the light 
of mine eyes, it also is gone from me. 

11, My lovers and my friends stand aloof from my sore; and 
my kinsmen stand afar off. 

12. They also that seek after my life lay snares for me; and 
they that seek my hurt speak mischievous things, and imagine 
deceits all the day long. 

18. But I, as a deaf man, heard not; and I was as a dumb man 
that openeth not his mouth. 

14. Thus I was as a man that heareth not, and in whose mouth 
are no reproofs. 

Fi ae For in thee, O Lord, do I hope: thou wilt hear, O Lord my 
od. 

16. For I said, Hear me, lest otherwise they should rejoice over 
me: when my foot slippeth, they magnify themselves against me. 

17. For I am ready to halt, and my sorrow is continually 
before me. 

18. For I will declare mine iniquity ; I will be sorry for my sin. 

19. But mine enemies are lively, and they are strong: and they 
that hate me wrongfully are multiplied. 

20. They also that render evil for good are mine adversaries ; 
because I follow the thing that good is. 

21. Forsake me not, O Lord: O my God, be not far from me. 

22. Make haste to help me, O Lord my salvation. 
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FULL CONFESSION 


Tuts ‘penitential’ Psalm almost touches the lowest Psalm 
points of abasement and self-humiliation; but it X*xviii. 
has I think received a colour from our A.V. Ae ote 
translators, which is misleading and has not been oat “niagetes 
removed by the slight changes of either of the R.V. ™embrance. 
It seems to me to have been written when the 

Psalmist was suffering from a fever, now burning 

(ver. 7) and now ‘benumbed’ (ver. 8 as Perowne 
translates) ; and while this does not at all lessen the 
confession of sin, it puts another sense on the 

physical distress which is so often referred to. 

It is a ‘memorial’ Psalm, not merely in recalling 
bygone sin, but as connected with the memorial 
offering, or offerings, in the Tabernacle. And it has 
taken its true place in the church, as read by the 
Jews on the Day of Atonement, and as being the 
proper Psalm for Ash Wednesday. 

Its link with the previous Psalm, accounting for 
its present place in the Psalter is apparently the 
‘slipping of the foot’ which in ver. 16 is here con- 
fessed, while in xxxvii. 31, it is deprecated as a thing 
which ‘ shall not be.’ 

The one great thought in the Psalm is the Sin of sin ana 
which full and even painful confession is made, Sorrow. 
coupled with the fact that, when so utterly broken 
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down, the author's enemies gathered specially to 
rejoice, seeking to make his ruin more complete. 

Let us follow the leading utterances, with their 
meaning. God's wrath had fallen upon him ; His hot 
displeasure (ver. 1); His arrows, His punishing Hand 
(ver. 2); he had suffered sorely ; had no health ; his 
iniquities had gone over his head, and were lying upon 
him as a heavy burden. (4) He was bowed down ; he 
was mourning, burning, broken, benumbed, suffered 
sorely from heart palpitation; and he had no rest, 
either by day or night. All was open before the eye 
of God; his friends had deserted him ; and he con- 
fessed that he deserved it all. 

In (ver. 12-14) his enemies had rejoiced and done 
their worst; they had laid snares for him; they had 
told mischievous stories, all of them exaggerated and 
some untrue; their deceitful conduct was open to 
all. And he had not said a word in reply; he was 
too sick:to try to justify himself; he was like a deaf 
man who did not hear, because he was a dumb man 
who did not speak. But his hope, his last hope, was 
in God. He was ready to fall. He made confession, 
He was grieved over his own sin. He was ashamed. 
His enemies were many ; they were lively; and 
strong ; they hated him, and that though he had done 
many of them much kindness. Yet they returned evil 
for good. One of the things they hated him for was 
that he sought only that which was good. His hope 
was in Jehovah. ‘My God,—he still had faith to 
cry! Forsake me not, in all mine undeserving ! 
Pity me! Be not far from me! Make haste to 
help! ‘O Lord Thou art my Salvation!’ 
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1. T said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my 
tongue : I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is 
before me, 

2. I was dumb with silence, I held my peace, even from good ; 
and my sorrow was stirred. 

3. My heart was hot within me, while I was musing the fire 
burned : then spake I with my tongue, 

4, Lord, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my 
days, what it is ; that I may know how frail I am. 

5. Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth ; and 
mine age is as nothing before thee : verily every man at his best 
state is altogether vanity. Selah. 

6. Surely every man walketh in a vain shew: surely they are 
or are in vain: he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who 
shall gather them. 

7. And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee. 

8. Deliver me from all my transgressions: make me not the 
reproach of the foolish. 

9. I was dumb, I opened not my mouth ; because thon didst it. 

10. Remove thy stroke away from me: I am consumed by the 
blow of thine hand. 

11. When thou with rebukes dost correct man for iniquity, thou 
makest his beauty to consume away like a moth: surely every man 


is oe: Selah 

12. Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto my cry; hold 
not thy peace at my tears: for I ama stranger with thee, and a 
sojourner, as all my fathers were. 

13, O spare me, that I may recover strength, before I go hence, 
and be no more. 
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MEEKNESS IN PROSPECT 
OF DEATH 


Tus Psalm finds its place here from the expression 
of the thought of silence and dumbness in presence 
of great trouble, found in Ps. xxxviii. 13, and here 
in ver. 2,9. The whole Psalm is in a minor key ; the 
tone is subdued, and very humble, and softened, as 
in the expectation of Death. David was probably its 
author ; it is perhaps a farther stage of the trouble 
under which the previous Psalm was written. But 
we are largely independent of time and place and 
authorship, for the language lays hold of us at so 
many points, dealing with an experience, which at 
some time or another, all men know, in its need and 
weakness and outlook ; and he deals with it in a 
way which all spiritual men must surely pray to be 
made their own. It might be called an old man’s 
prayer, for he most surely will find himself in such a 
position: it may be a young man’s experience, when 
health has failed and the prospect of death has 
become very near. But all men have a personal 
interest in it, and may claim it as their own. Can 
any thing be more hopeless for a true understanding 
of the Psalter, than the dream that such an utter- 
ance could have come, not from one stricken, lonely 
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heart, but from a nation of Semi-savage warriors Psalm 
whose fortune in battle has been adverse? ‘This is XXxix. 
the utterance of the closet, hardly spoken to oneself, 

and almost surprised that it has ever got beyond the 

closet wall and sees the light of day ! 

It begins with the resolve that there shall be no No Com- 
complaining. ‘IT will give heed; that I sin not P!aining- 
with my tongue.’ I am tempted, sorely ; the wicked 
are before me ; my heart is sore; but they shall not 
induce me to break silence, or to say one word, 
Already for a time it has been so. I thought much 
and have said nothing. Silence is often the atmos- 
phere of thought. Yet the ‘musing’ heart finds its 
relief in words. And here is the product of my still 
hours. It is a prayer. ‘O Jehovah make me to 
know mine end and the measure of my days, what it 
is,—that I may know how frail I am’ (ver. 4). 

Here is human frailty ; the short life, the sure end 
close at hand. 

In David’s case there had been thirty years, most David’s 
of them years of great trouble. Childhood had ae 

a rouble. 
gone, and youth was passing, when the great honour 
came of God’s choice, and the prophet’s visit to 
the father’s house. Then, when about seventeen 
years old, called in from keeping the sheep, that 
happy, daring, adventurous time, when danger was 
only a joy to stir the blood, had passed for ever. 
Trouble began when he was anointed by Samuel; 
and during thirteen years thereafter, hardly a day 
passed during which life had not been threatened and 
Death possible. He ‘walked disquieted’; some- 
times it seemed as if life were not worth living under 
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Psalm such conditions; as if it had been sweet to die. 
xxxix. But these times had passed. And when first the 
crown had been placed on his head at Hebron, and 
seven years afterwards, the larger crown at Jerusalem, 
it appeared to human sight as if all dangers were over. 
Alas! they had only changed. ‘ Uneasy lay his 
head’ upon the royal pillow ; many were his enemies 
on every side ; lonely and trying were his nights and 
days. The past seemed but a ‘handbreadth’; his 
age seemed as ‘nothing before God!’ (ver. 5). 
‘ Altogether Vanity.’ Where did Solomon learn his 
cry about the ‘Vanity of Vanities’ but from his 
father’s Psalm? David is growing old; yet like 
most old men who muse in silence upon life, and 
God, and the Future, he felt that it was all ‘a vain 
show,’ the past only ‘a span’; the passage out and 
on, possibly at the Door; and the Future, with all 
the light God has thrown upon it, full of mystery. 
‘And now, O Jehovah, what wait I for?’ Only for 
one thing, which covers David and us :—‘ My Hope 
is in Thee!’ (ver. 7). The personal Hope in the 
Personal God, who is no stranger to us, whom we 
have known,—He is Hternity,—He is Eternal Life; 
He is Heaven! 
The Shadow And now there comes a darker shadow; deeper 
of Sin. than the Brevity of Life; more solemn than its 
uncertainty. The shadow of my sin! ‘All my 
transgressions’ (ver. 8); my ‘iniquity’ (ver. 11); I 
am ‘rebuked,’ I am ‘consumed,’ even like ‘a moth’; 
and “Thou didst it’ (ver. 9). Thy Hand, Thy 
stroke, Thy blow! - And it has been deserved. 
‘Selah’: think of that! Surely every man is vanity. 
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(ver. 11); O Jehovah, forgive! Take away these Psalm 
sins! Say unto me ‘Thou art forgiven!’ Hear my *xxix. 
cry! Hide not Thy face from ‘my tears.’ I am 

here only for a little—and then! I am like ‘my 
fathers’—they have gone, and I must go! A so- 
journer here, for a night! A Dweller beyond! O 

spare me a little longer! For a few more years! 

To praise Thee here; to know Thee better; to pre- 

pare more fully; to be more ready; to trust more 

fully ; and then, téhen—‘I hope in Thee!’ 
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1, I waited patiently for the Lord ; and he inclined unto me, 
and heard my cry. 

2. He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry 
clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings. 

3. And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto 
our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the Lord. 

4. Blessed is that man that maketh the Lord his trust, and 
respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies. 

5. Many, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful works which thou 
hast done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward: they cannot 
be reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would declare and speak 
of them, they are more than can be numbered, 

6. Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire ; mine ears hast 
thou opened : burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not required. 

7. Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is 
written of me, 

8. I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within 
my heart. 2 

9. I have preached righteousness in the great congregation : lo, 
I have not refrained my lips, O Lord, thou knowest. 

10. I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart; I hava 
declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation: I have not concealed 
thy lovingkindness and thy truth from the great congregation. 

11. Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O Lord : 
let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually preserve me. 

12. For innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine 
iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am notable to look 
up; they are more than the hairs of mine head: therefore my 
heart faileth me. 

13. Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me: O Lord, make haste to 
help me. 

14, Let them be ashamed and confounded together that seek 
after my soul to destroy it; let them be driven backward and put 
to shame that wish me evil. 

15. Let them be desolate for a reward of their shame that say 
unto me, Aha, aha, 

16. Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee : let 
such as love thy salvation say continually, The Lord be magnified. 

17. But I am poor and needy ; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: 
thou art my help and my deliverer ; make no tarrying, O my God. 
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THE use made of part of this Psalm in the New Psalm xl. 
Testament makes it stand out as conveying to us 
some of the deepest teaching and most sacred truth 
in Scripture. I say advisedly part of this Psalm, for 
there are parts of it that do not bear the application 
or explanation given. If anything could warrant the 
somewhat wild speculations of a recent learned 
writer on the Psalms, that many of them have been 
put together by a later Editor from previous writings 
which had come down from the past, it would be 
the strange contrast between the earlier portion of 
this Psalm interpreted for us in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews as conveying the secret things of the Triune 
God, and the later verses (ver. 12 ff.) acknowledging 
great sin in the writer. But our solution is, that in 
the first part of the Psalm there were two meanings, Two _ 
a lower and a higher, one touching the Psalmist and Meanings. 
the other touching the Messiah. The Spirit of God 
alone knew all that was meant. And the higher 
reference slumbered unknown till in New Testament 
times, the same Blessed Spirit made known what 
He had engraved as on stone so many centuries 
before, only now explained because only now in- 
telligible to men. 
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It is from the 5th to the 10th verse that this great 
Revelation is found: the personal Psalmist’s story 
lies before it and comes after it, and also in a certain 
sense runs through it; but one great truth hardly 
revealed elsewhere, and nowhere so clearly, lies in 
the verses named. Putting aside for a little the 
Psalmist’s story, let us think of the other, as if it 
stood alone. 

It begins (ver. 5, 6) with the inefficacy of outward 
Sacrifice and Offering to atone for the sins of men. 
All the Jewish sacrifices are included, and almost 
named. ‘The sacrifices of animal life; the Meat- 
Offering, the Burnt-Offering, and the Sin-Offering, 
all come in review before the mind ; they have their 
value, they have indeed their necessity, of a kind ; 
but by themselves, for taking away the guilt of a 
sinner, they are not enough. Substituted for some- 
thing deeper, and standing alone, they may even 
become hindrances. ‘It is not possible that the 
blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins’ 
(Heb. x. 4). These words come as truly from 
Jehovah, as did the Ten Commandments on Mount 
Sinai; and they point just where the Sacrifices fail, 
and how they may be made hindrances to a soul. 
Let them be conceived and trusted to as the prevail- 
ing atonement for sin, and then they do not help; 
they bar the way of the sinner to God. In that sense 
truly, ‘ Sacrifice and Offering, Thou didst not desire ; 
Burnt-Offering and Sin-Offering hast Thou not re- 
quired.’ Between the two declarations which are 
quoted here there lies another. ‘Translated from the 
Hebrew as we have it and as it stands in our Psalter, 
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it reads—‘ Mine ears hast Thou opened.’ Translated Psalm xl. 
from the Hebrew into the Septuagint, and quoted 
from the Septuagint in the Epistle to the Hebrews 
(x. 5), it reads ‘But a Body hast Thou prepared for 
me. The former reading—in our Psalter—means 
Thou dost demand obedience instead of mere sacrifice : 
Thou hast opened mine ears to hear Thy command- 
ments, so that I know Thy will, and am bound to 
obey it! The latter reading,—as in the Greek and 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews—flashes out upon us 
the truth, that God sent His Incarnate Son, ‘pre- 
paring for Him a body’ of flesh, that He might atone 
for our sins, and offer up to the Father the true 
Sacrifice of which all the Jewish offerings were the 
types and promises. And then the statement is 
followed in the Psalm (ver. 6) by the words—‘ Then 
said I, lo! I come—in the volume (the Roll) of the ‘Lo, I 
book it is written of me, I delight to do Thy will, O seam 
my God!’ It will be seen at once, that a much 
fuller meaning is given to this clause, when the Greek 
and the New Testament reading is adopted. Taking 
then this reading for granted, we pause a moment 
over the astounding and blessed Revelation which 
these verses contain. We are introduced into the 
Holy of Holies in Heaven itself; probably into the 
solitary depths of the byegone Eternity ; and there 
we are made by the Holy Spirit to hear, or overhear, 
the language which passes between the Son and the 
Father. The Son confesses that the Sacrifices of 
the Law could never ‘take away sins.’ He says, 
‘A Body hast Thou prepared me!’ A Body which 
may be sacrificed, with precious blood which may be 
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shed ; and I, understanding and foreseeing all, am 
willing: ‘Lo, I come! in the Roll of Thy Book (of 
Remembrance and of Life), it is written of me: and 
I delight to do Thy will, O God!’ 

And if any one shall exclaim at the daring which 
thus listens and repeats the Secret of God, I answer, 
it is all in Hebrews x. : I have added nothing, to what 
the Spirit of God there reveals! ‘Then said He, lo! 
I come to do Thy will, O God. ... By the which 
Will, we are sanctified, through the offering of the 
Body of Jesus Christ, once for all’ (Heb. x. 9, 10). 
No wonder therefore, that this Psalm xl. stands 
out for us from all the others, as sacred and blessed 
exceedingly. 

But if now, we have heart for the other portions 
of the Psalm, we may glance at them for a moment. 
The first four verses tell how the Psalmist has been 
taken out of a horrible pit, full of mire, where he had 
been sinking into an awful Death. God had done it, 
and had set his feet on a rock, and had puta new 
song into his mouth. The goodness of God in doing 
so has been overwhelming. There was no reckoning 
of God’s mercies—He had found God’s way of for- 
giveness and had entered therein ; and now he could 
not help singing all the time. Now God’s law was 
not a stony tablet to be read and dreaded, but was 
‘within his heart,’ written there by God’s finger. 
Hence he could not be silent—whether in the great 
congregation, or in the lonely study, preaching and 
writing of the wonder of redeeming love. But he 
still needed, and needs, continual support. In a 


needing help. series of verses which appear a second time in the 
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He comes 


Psalter as Psalm lIxx. he tells us the enemy is near; Psalm xl. 
the heart is feeble ; ‘innumerable evils compass me 
about ;’ ‘mine iniquities have taken hold on me,’ 
they seize me, they hold me fast, I cannot shake 
them off myself; they would choke my prayers ; ‘my 
heart faileth me;’ they are ‘more than the hairs 
upon my head’ (ver. 12). Hence the Psalmist cries 
to God ; he cries all the more because God has saved 
him ; because God has provided a sacrifice for sin! 
O Jehovah! Thou wilt hear! ‘I am poor and 
needy : yet the Lord thinketh upon me: Thou art 
my help and my Deliverer; make no tarrying, O 
my God’ (ver. 17). 
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PSALM XLI 


1. Blessed is he that considereth the poor : the Lord will deliver 
him in time of trouble. 

2. The Lord will preserve him, and keep him alive; and he 
shall be blessed upon the earth: and thou wilt not deliver him 
unto the will of his enemies. 

8. The Lord will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing : 
thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness. 

4, I said, Lord, be merciful unto me: heal my soul; for I have 
sinned against thee. 

5. Mine enemies speak evil of me, When shall he die, and his 
name perish ? 

6. And if he come to see me, he speaketh vanity: his heart 
gathereth iniquity to itself; when he goeth abroad, he telleth it. 

7. All that hate me whisper together against me: against me 
do they devise my hurt. 

8. An evil disease, say they, cleaveth fast unto him: and now 
that he lieth he shall rise up no more. 

9. Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did 
eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me. 

10. But thou, O Lord, be merciful unto me, and raise me up, 
that I may requite them. 

11. By this I know that thou favourest me, because mine enemy 
doth not triumph over me. 

12, And as for me, thou upholdest me in mine integrity, and 
settest me before thy face for ever. 

18. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from everlasting, and to 
everlasting. Amen, and Amen, 
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PSALM XLI 
THE SICK MAN’S CRY 


Two links bind this Psalm to the one before it. Psalm xli. 
It opens with a benediction on the merciful man as 
the Psalm xl. did (ver. 4) on the man who trusteth 
in God: and while the Psalm xl. in its last verse 
declares that the author is ‘poor and needy,’ so the 
first verse here bespeaks a blessing on him who 
considereth the poor. The author is’‘sick, on ‘a Sick and 
bed of languishing’ (ver. 3), apparently (ver. 8) in a 
danger of Death and not expected to recover. : 
And his state is all the worse that he is surrounded 
by the jealousy and hatred of many who rejoice at 
his trouble, and wish him ill. It is therefore in 
much despondency that he writes, though ever and 
again the cloud rises. Some have given an occasion 
and a date to the Psalm, supposing it to be at or 
after the rebellion of Absalom, when Ahithophel 
deserted and deceived David. If they are right, we 
learn that David’s other sorrows at that time were 
aggravated by serious sickness. But these supposed 
identifications are not of great use to us. It is 
enough to know that the Psalmist is in great and 
real distress, which he describes ; that in the midst of 
it, he turns to Jehovah, his Covenant God, so naming 
Him six times in the course of thirteen verses ; and 
that he finds comfort and strength in Him. 
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Psalm xli, 


The Psalms; their Spiritual Teaching 


The beginning is an outbreak of joy over what 


What God is Jehovah is to His own people; and how He speaks 


to His Own. 


The 
Psalmist’s 
Sin. 


a Benediction on the merciful man who considers 
them and sympathises in their trouble. We note 
how he piles verb on verb, dwelling on what God 
is and does for His own. He will ‘deliver’ 
and ‘bless,’ and ‘preserve,’ and ‘keep alive,’ and 
again ‘bless,’ and will not give him up to his 
enemies ; but will ‘strengthen’ him, and ‘make all 
his bed in his sickness.’ This means not only that 
God will comfort and ease him; but apparently we 
should interpret it as turning him from sickness 
to health again. Then we note how beautifully 
meditation upon God and prayer to God mingle and 
pass into each other. In two successive verses (ver. 
2,3) He becomes Thou ; and in the next, him becomes 
me: showing how, when a soul is near God, all life 
and feeling are more or less prayer; and how in 
such a case prayer is fellowship with God, an inter- 
change of thought and word with Him. Such rapid 
transitions are common in Scripture, especially in 
the Psalter; but we seldom find so many, so close 
together as here. 

Note again (ver. 4) how in the midst of this 
solemn time the thought of his own sin comes in, 
and is not put aside but instantly confessed; and. 
how that thought of sin seems to suggest at once 
the attack of his enemies,—partly perhaps because 
this seemed to justify them and has even stirred 
them up. This adds to his trouble, it casts him 
down lower than before ; and he proceeds to spread 
it out before God, for Him to judge, and to deal 
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The Sick Man’s Cry 


with. And specially, he tells Jehovah, in this secret Psalm xli. 
outpouring of his soul, of the most grievous stroke 
which has befallen him. A special friend, who had 
been very dear to him, and very intimate, has turned 
traitor and ‘lifted up his heel against him’ (ver. 9). 
(Mark the strong image, in which so much contempt, 
as well as hatred, is expressed, with what homely 
force it speaks,—‘ Kicked him!) This to a King! 
an old benefactor! a trusted comrade! and all 
because the ‘familiar’ friend went with the tide, to 
ingratiate himself with others! What an experience 
of life! And that is only one enemy: there is a 
host all set against him, who have not a word to say 
in his favour, and do not remember one kindness of 
old! Some come to see him (ver. 6); but it is only 
to speak ‘vanity,’ to get more material for abuse, 
that they may go and tell what they have seen; 
they ‘ whisper together,’ they ‘devise’ mischief; they 
tell stories. Oh! one can see how true it all was, 
and what a trial to a sick man! 

Does it not deepen unspeakably the meaning of it Applied to 
all to remember that this description of the psa Se i 
treacherous friend who ‘lifted up his heel,’ was 
quoted by the Lord Himself (John xiii. 18) to 
illustrate the conduct of Judas in betraying Him? 
How the Psalms seem to have gone home to the 
Lord’s very heart! And how the concluding verse 
of this Psalm might well have been an utterance of 
_ His—‘As for me, Thou upholdest me in mine 
integrity, and settest me before Thy face for ever’ 
(ver. 13). 


The concluding verse! But it is followed by the The 
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